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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 



Celi phone 
Seminary 
Ethnicity 



Mr Sean Cronîn 

5000 Arundel Drive 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 



Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Bİıth Place 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Reifgfous Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Canon State 
Begin Pension Date 



10/26/1943 

Macroom, County Cork, Ireland 

10/7/1967 

9/8/1973 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
6/13/1973 

Latin 

To Lay State 
Diocesan Priest 
9/8/1973 




Age: 
Deanery: 



69 
22 



Incard Process □ 



(818) 337-8834 

Holy Cross College, Dublin, Ireland 
Irish 



Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Virtus Training Date 



Assignment History 

Assignment 

Returned To Lay State, Rescript from the Congregation of the Doctrine of 
the Faith Prot N. 782/2004 

Administrative Leave 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Northridge Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service, Original term was from 10/1/2000 to 
6/30/2005. 

Sick Leave 

Sabbatical, Oxford 

St. Margaret Mary AIacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Resident, Active 
Service 

SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, VVilmington Resident, Resident 



Beginning Date Compietion Date 

1/26/2011 



7/13/2004 
10/1/2000 

2/10/2000 
1/1/1991 
7/6/1988 

10/1/1984 



1/26/2011 
7/13/2004 

9/30/2000 
1/1/1992 
2/9/2000 

7/5/1988 



Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes Chaplain, Active Service, Also 


9/1/1984 


2/9/2000 


faculty 






St. Helen Catholic Church, South Gate Resident, Resident 


10/18/1982 


9/30/1984 


St. Michaei High School, Los Angeles Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 


7/10/1979 


8/31/1984 


Service 






St. Michaei Catholic Church, Los Angeles Resident, Resident 


7/10/1979 


10/17/1982 


St Monica Hiah School Santa Monica Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 


7/1/1977 


7/9/1979 


Service 






St. Monica Catholic Church, Santa Monica Resident, Resident 


7/1/1977 


7/7/1979 


St. Andrevv Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 


12/27/1975 


6/30/1977 


Active Service 






St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Associate Pastor (Parochial 


9/8/1973 


12/26/1975 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Deacon, Active Service 


9/5/1972 


9/7/1973 
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REDACTED 



From: Loomis, Msgr. Richard A. 

Sent: Friday, December 10, 1999 4:53 PM 

To: REDACTED 

Subject: RE: Letter to~Father Sean Cronin 



l called Fr. Cronin and left a message on his voice mail wtth the orrect address and phone number.. 

— Original Massaoe— 

From: red açjed 

Sent: Friday, December 10, 1999 4:30 PM 

To: Loomis, Msgr. Richard A. 

Subject: Letter to Father Sean Cronin 

Monsignor, 

I just noticed that the address and telephone number listed on your letter to Father Cronin is an old address. Dr. 
redacted moved recently. Her new address and telephone number are as follows: REDACTED 

REDACTED redacted 

REDACTED 



ı 
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ST. MARGARET M VRY CHLRCtf 

- 25 S 11 £sfl ELMA.V A VE. 

LOMITA, CA 90717 Ş 




<u - <sr 'X— ^JX ^.;/ 



REDACTED _y 



^ ^=> REDACTED 



53210 
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REDACTED 

To . REDACTED 
Su'bject: Misconduct 



Dear REDACTED REDACTED , u vou . ria hts 

Peace and thank you for your response. Detectıve wa.ll gıve you, your ^ıgnts 

and the conseguences for the perpetrator. It is so important to protect chıloren xırst. 
The pr*es? involved in your incident needs help. He like any citızen ıs under zhe same 
laws as ali of us are regarding children and vulnerable adults . Prıests have had 
eîîcaîioî'over the last 15 years regarding right relationships and obsemng boundarıes 
fam srry for the emotional pain and stres s you are experiencmg ıt ıs not easy to oc 
fo^ardT Ho W ever, it is important for the safety of children. I belıeve that you have 
r?Sts regarding conf identiality that are observed by the diocese and the law enforcement 
agency. My prayers are with you and your family at thıs time. 



come 



Sincerely, 
REDACTEI REDACTED 

ı 

Oriainal Messaqe 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2002 11:24 EM 
To : REDACTED 
Subject: Misconduct 



Dear REDACTECREDACTED . 
Thank you for getting back to me . I' ve forwarded my allegatıons to Detectıve 
REDACTED as you suggested. I w©uld rather not make thıs a poliçe matter. 

I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man. because _ 1 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be dıcıplmed 
=ccordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden ror 
me I'm ve-y concerned for ray orivacy and certainly would not wanc my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a poliçe report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 
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REDACTED 

p REDACTED 

•^4enf" VVednesday, May 29, 2002 1 1:24 PM 

Jf . ' REDACTED_ 

Su'bject: Misconduct ■ 



j-c aT . R E DACTE CR E DACTE D 

Thank vou for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detectıve 
REDACTED as you suggested. I would rather not make this a' poliçe mauter. 
T re^rtainlv would not any legal action taken against this man becausel 
nonestly *f eel this is a matter for the church and he should be dicıplmed 
accor-dingly- The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me î'm ve-y concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my famıly 
involved in any way. If I was to go foruard with a poliçe report, what would 
happen to the priest in guestion ??? 

REDACTED 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http: / /me s s enger . msn . com 
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' ' . fay 

REDACTED V . / 



To . REDACTED 
"^u'bject: RE Misconduct 



np , r REDACTED RPnAPTPID . , 

PeaVand thank you for your response. Detective KtUAU I tU will give you, your rıghts 
and the conseouences for the perpetrator. It is so iıuportant to protect children rırst. 
The priest involved in your incident needs help. He like any citizen is under the same 
iaws as ali of us are regarding children and vulnerable adults. Prıests have had 
educat^ över the last 15 years regarding right relationships and observmg bounaarxes . 
t am sorry for the emotional pain and stress you are experiencing . ıt ıs not easy to c 
înr- w3 rd. However, it is important for the safety of children. I believe that you have 



forward. However, it is important for the safety of children. I believe Oıat 
rights regarding confidentiality that are observed by the dioceşe and the law enforcemenr 
agency. My prayers -are with you and your family at this time. 
Sincerely, 

REDACTEDEDACTED 



Original Message 

From: - 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2002 11:24 PM 
To; REDACTED 
Subject: Misconduct 



Dear redactec R.edaçte_d , 

Thank you for"getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED . as you suggested". I vıbuld rather not make this a poliçe matter. 

I certa-iniy would not any legal action taken against this man because I 

honestiy feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplmed 
"Vccordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden __ıor 
*mF> I'm v»ry concerned for my privacv arid certainly would not want my family 

involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a poliçe report, what would 

happen to the priest in guestion ??? 

REDACTED 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http:/ /messenger . msn . cora 
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REDACTED 



- From: 
To: 

Subject: 




REDACTED 

VVednesday, May 29, 2002 11:26 PM 

REDACTED _ 

Misconduct 



F f<, ; 




Dear REDACTED REDACTED 

Thank you for getting back to me. I' ve forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you suggested. I would rather not make this a poliçe matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be dicıplmed 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me I' m very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my famıly 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a poliçe report, what woula 
happen to the priest in guestion ??? 



REDACTED 



MSN Photos is the easiest way to share and print your photos : 
http: //photos .msn.com/support/worldwide . aspx 
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Last Cronin Title Rev. First Sean Middle 

Birthplace Ireland County Cork Year 1943 DOB 10/26/43 Age 60 

Ordained 7 3 Seminary Holy Cross, Dublin, Ireland 

Order Incardinated X Diocese 

Diocesan X Religious Living/Working Inactive Rite 

Institution Our Lady of Lourdes Church Assigned 00 

Addressl 18405 Superior St. Address2 

City Northridge State CA Zip 91325-1798 Country 

Home REDACTED ı Work Private FAK (818) 349-2516 

Status Associate 

Comment 

Date Entered 10/02/2000 Date Assigned 10/01/2000 

Deanery 5 Title3 Father Title4 (Dean) D|r| _ ^îij-.^ Salutation Sean 

Will X Retired in Rectory C X SS# REDACTED p.p. x General Mail X 

Appo intment s 

St. Genevieve, Van Nuys - 09/08/73 

St. Andrew, Pasadena - Associate 12/27/75 

St. Monica, Santa Monica - Associate 07/01/77 

St. Monica High School, Santa Monica - Faculty 07/01/77 

St. Michael , Los Angeles - Residence 07/10/79 

St. Michael High School, Los Angeles - Faculty 07/10/7 9 

St. Helen, South Gate - Residence 10/18/82 

SS. Peter & Paul, VJilmington - Residence 09/01/84 

Marymount College, Palos Verdes - Chaplain/Faculty 09/01/84 

St. Margaret Mary, Lomita - Residence 07/06/88 

Sabbatical 1991 - 1992 Academic Year 

Sick Leave - 02/10/2000 - 09/30/2000 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - Associate 10/01/2000 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsıgnor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 7 January 2003 



l spoke with Father Cronin today to inform hım that his name had been listed among a group of 
alleged perpetrators of sexual misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The sketchy information points to an allegation related to his time at St. Genevieve's, 
which was from 1973 - 1975, his fırst assignment after ordination. 

The only complaint the Archdiocese has was related to boundary crossings during his tenure at 
MHPHHP but noting related to St. Genevieve's. Father Cronin indicated that he had 

engaged in no misconduct. He will be taking a vacation in a few days, and be out of the diocese 
for a few weeks. I asked him to leave with his pastor a way to contact him while on vacation, 
and he promised that he would. 



53187 
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REDACTED =D 
U 



d^JjL^c^ ses 7^ 



S EDACTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PRJVILEGED 
INTERVIEW REPORT 
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 

INTERVIEVV OF REDACTED 

REGARDING FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



On 1/1 2/O^Er^CTETJ Carıoııical Auditor interv^^^^^^^^^^^^his 

CA. phone REDACTED He supplied the foUovving infonnation: 

ÎEDACTED ________ 

stated he had been informed by KtUAU l tu that he vvould be interviewed 
regarding his knovvledge of Fr. Sean Cronin. 

He and Cronin vvere residents at St. Monica's in or around 1980, but they lived in 
separate buildings. REDACTED , resided in an annex building at the parish but worked daily at 
the Chancellery in Los Angeles. Cronin lived in the rectory and taught at the high school. 
He had only limited contact with Cronin, usually at meal time. He reiterated that he has 
never had a reason to question Cronin* s kıtegrity or moral character and never had an 
indication that he may have been involved in child abuse. 

He provided the names of three priests, including the pastor. ali deceased who \vere 
present when Cronin was at St. Monica's. He statedREDACTED (phonetic) 
vvhom he believes is retired in Bellflower. CA was present with Cronin at St. Monica's. 
reda CTBREDACTED REDACTED was pr i n cipal of the high school when 

Cronin was a teacher there. Note: The 2004 L.A. Archdiocese directorv has no listings 
for Fr.REDACTED r REDACTED iEDACTED 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Dur Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 

January 31 - February 1, 2004 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am REDACTED REDACTED here in the San 

Fernando Region. Our Arclıbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish tlıis weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lawsuits seelcing monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These fılfngs are public records, available to the 
media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the corning vveeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972 - 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come fonvard to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to sııbmit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any rninor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consistfng of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minör, he will be permanently removed from mfnistry. That pledge has been fmplemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. Ali people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the saıne time, the Church takes allcgations of this sort seriously -- precisely 
because we want to uncover the Mİ truth and then act in accord with the truth. After ali, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we \vill continue to seek ali 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved — people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at O ur Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 

January 31 - February 1, 2004 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am REDACTED _ REDACTED here in the San Fernando 

Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked tlıat I make an important 
announcement here at Otır Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lav/suits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons workhıg for the Church. These filings are public records, available to the 
media and to any other p er son who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather tiran through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972 - 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come fonvard to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that woıüd enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly demed any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minör. 

Our Clergy Misconduct OversightBoard, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recomrnendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
adrninistrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minör, he wiii be permanentiy removed from ministry. That piedge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. Ali people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously -- precisely 
because we want to uncover the Mİ truth and then act in accord vvith the truth. After ali, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek all 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved — people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicarfor Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wîlshire 

Boulevarâ 



Los Angeles 

Califomiö 

90010-2241 



TO : Presbyterate of the Archdiocese 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for Clergy 

RE: Priests in Active Service Named in Lawsuits 

D ATE: 1 February 2004 



My brothers, 

As you know, many lawsuits were fîled in the month of December alleging sexual abuse of minors 
on the part of priests, brothers, religious and others working for the Church. These filings are 
public records, avaüable to the media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the 
Information. Being named in a lawsuit, however, is not of itself proof of misconduct. Therefore, 
among those named are a number of priests who, for many different and vveighty reasons, 
continue in thelr assignments and remain in good standing. 

After intense consultations that involved these priests, the Council of Priests, as well as others, we 
concluded that the best course of action was for us to inform the parishioners of the parishes 
where these priests continue to serve that their priest had been named in a lawsuit. We concluded 
that being open and bringing accurate Information directly to our parishioners was wise and 
necessary. This was a painful decision, especially for the priests involved. 

Therefore, I wanted to inform you that över the last several vveekends, announcements vvere made 
in the parishes where these priests continue to serve. At this difficult moment, and with the 
consent of those listed, I want to communicate to you the names of these brother priests. They 
areREDACTED Father Sean Cronin, REDACTED 

REDACTED 



I ask that you please keep them in your prayers as they deal with the allegations made in these 
lavvsuits. Clearly, supporting one another in our Presbyterate is not at odds with having a 
profound empathy for those who were harmed by the eviî of sexual abuse, especially those who 
vvere abused by a priest. Thus, I ask that you keep ali victims of sexual abuse in your daily prayer. 
Thankyou. 
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Pastoral Reaions: Our Lady of the Anj?els San Femando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Cox, Msgr. Craîg A. 



To: REDACTED 

Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

Thank you for your message. I invited you to cali to arrange an appointment to meet with our investigator. That is 
the appropriate step that is necessary for us to make any responsible decisino with regard to Fr. Cronin. Please 
phoneREDACTED eithe rin care of my office ^9^Q_ . ) or directly at REDACTED 

Thank you. 

Msgr. Craig A. Cox 

Origînal Message 

From: REDacted 

Sent: fuesday, February 17, 2004 3:00 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

You can imagine my shock and horror when I read the article in The LA Times about the ten 
accused priests stili in active ministry and saw the picture of Sean Cronin. I was also pleasecUo 
read ye sterday that as a result of the article another person came forvvard about Msgr.flMBi 
^■■^and he was removed from ministry. My question to you is, why is Sean Crorıin stili in 
active ministery ??? There are two very credible allegations against him also ! ! ! I am insulted and 
confused. Where is the justice and healing the Church has been talking about ??? 

Please inform the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board that there is detailed and credible evidence 
against Sean Cronin. Have them contactREDACTED 
REDACTED 

Msgr. Cox, you must do the right thing and have Sean Cronin removed from active rrrinistry 
irnrnediately. He is a sexual predator who has manipulated his power as a man of God for sexual 
gratifıcation. Don't wait until February 27th for the official report to be released. Be a man of 
honor and help us heal the wounds caused by Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 
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Cox, Msgr. Craîg A. 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 11:25 PM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: RE: FatherSean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox 

My attorney has told me not to talk to anybody from the Archdiocese at this time, I'm confident I will be 
able to speak freely at the appropriate time and the appropriate place and give a detailed account of the 
sexual abuse I suffered as a teenager by Father Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 

Original Message 

From: Cox Msgr. Craig A. <MsgrCACox@la-archdiocese.org> 
To: REDACTED 

Sent: 17Feb 04, 8:48 AM 
Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

Thank you for your message. I invited you to cali to arrange an appointment to meet with our 
investigator. That is the appropriate step that is necessary for us to make anv resDonsible decisino with 
regard to Fr. Cronin. Please phone REDACTED eithe rin care of my office REDACTED < or dırectly 
at IREDACTED 

Thank you. 

Msgr. Craig A. Cox 

Original Message — 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 3:00 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A, 
Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

You can imagine my shock and horror when I read the article in The LA Times about the 
ten accused priests stili in active ministry and saw the picture of Sean Cronin. I was also 
pleased to read yesterday that as a result of the article another person came forward about 
«^^mBHHHHtt and ns was removed from ministry. My question to you is, why 

is Sean Cronin stili in active ministery ??? There are two very credible allegations 
against him also ! ! ! I am insulted and confused. Where is the justice and heahng the 
Church has been talking about ??? 

Please inform the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board that there is detailed and credible 
evidence against Sean Cronin. Have them contactREDACTED in Beverly 

Hills. The number isREDACTED 

183001 
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REDACTED ; ; y u must do the right thing and have Sean Cronin removed from active 
nıinistry ımmediately. He is a sexual predator who has manipulated his power as aman 

- of God for sexual gratification. Don't wait raıtil February 27th for the offıcial report to be 
released. Be a man of honor and heip us heal the wounds caused by Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

rhe Archbishop 



3424 

VViîshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



March23, 2004 



Personal and Confidential 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parisli 
18405 Superior Street 
Nortlıridge, CA 91325 

Dear Father Cronin: 

REDACTED asked that I forvvard the enclosed message to you. We are stili trying to 

arrange a formal interview with him so that we can hear his complaint first hand. Up to this 
point, he indicates that his attomey has advised him against such a meeting. 

Should you wish to provide me any response to the message of REDACTED , you may do so in 
writing or by contacting me to arrange for an appointment. 

You continue to be in my prayers. May this season of Lent be a time of renewal for you. 
Yours in Christ, 




enclosure 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 



From: redacted" 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 6:41 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr, Craig A. 
Subject: Fwd: My pairı 

Forv/ard this to Father Sean Cronin. 

REDACTED 

Date: Fri, 12 Mar 2004 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 

From: REDACTED 

Subject: My pain 

To: drcronin@hotmail.com 

Father Cronin, 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone cali ??? I also 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the poliçe. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
surrounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't teli anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
asking to see the birthmark on my penis ??? Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ??? 
Yes, I have RroACTCD absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
vronder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they vronder. 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to teli the truth. Stop being the source of 
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so many people's pakı. Yon are an extremely selfish man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Teli your attomey no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 
REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're looking for faster. 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're lookfng for faster. 



o )nc /on a /i 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 




Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(113) Ö37-7284 



April 2, 2004 
Personal 



3424 

W!shire 

Bouîevard 



Los Angeles 

Caüfornta 

90010-2202 



REDACTED 



Dear.REDACTED 

Cardinal Roger Mahony has asked that I reply to your kind letter of February 9, 2004. I regret 
that the press of other responsibilities delayed my ability to mite you. 

We very mudi appreciate your wise words reflecting on the importance of handling accusations 
in a measured, deîiberative manner that respects the rights of ali concerned. Please pray that we 
can do this wisely and well. 

Father Cronin is fortıınate to have fiiends Hke yon. Please continue to keep hirn in your prayer at 
this diffıcult time. 

May the appreciating days of Holy Week and of Easter be Mİ of many blessings for you and 
your family. 

Yours in Christ, 

Monsi-gcört:raig A. 'Cox, J.G'.D. 
Vi£ar Jbr Clergy 
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REDACTED 



February 9, 2004 

His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahoney 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010 

Dear Cardinal Mahoney: 

At this very difficult time for you and our church, I wish to commend you for the courageous stand you 
have taken regarding the most recent revelations of priests who supposedly engaged in inappropriate 
conduct. 

When the original accusations were revealed months ago showing a widespread pattem of abuse, national 
in scope, I was as appalled and disgusted as everyone else. It soon became clear that, while there were 
certainly valid cases of abuse, the behavior was not of the scope and depth being presented by the media. 
The "zero tolerance" policy seemed a knee jerk reaction at best and not well thought out. Now it seems 
that the process has turned into a witch-hunt, reminiscent of the McMartin hysteria. 

The Los Angeles Times makes it sound as though you are harboring and protecting criminals. My family 
and I have personally knovvn one of the priests pictured and referenced in Saturday's paper, Father Sean 
Cronin. He has been priest and friend to us for över 20 years. There is no way, absolutely no way, he 
would be guilty of any wrongdoing. He is the finest of men and a committed priest who has dedicated his 
life in service to God and mankind. His friends and supporters are boundless. Seeing him pictured in such 
a context broke my heart and brought home to me just how many other innocent men are being falsely 
accused. 

One of the lawyers quoted in the Times article stated that accusing these men should be enough to remove 
them from their duties. Whatever happened to the principle of "innocent until proven guilty"? 

In reviewing these recent accusations against these priests it appears they are alleged to have done random 
or isolated acts of molestation, sometimes över 20 years ago. This doesn't seem to fit the pattern of a 
pedophile. I am very grateful that you have evaluated these cases on their merits, or lack thereof, and have 
seen fit to support these priests until they are actually proven guilty. To do othenvise would destroy the 
careers of fine men and förever tarnish ali the good they have accomplished. 

In a society that emphasizes hugs and warm, one on one communication, we are condemning our priest to a 
very lonely existence. For them, every hug or pat on the head can now be misinterpreted. Of course, there 
is also the possibility of greed that is ultimately behind these accusations. 

In any case, I thank God for your wisdom and fairness and I pray He will continue to guide and sustain you 
during this very difficult time. 

Sincerely yours, REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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INTERVIENV OF kedacted 

FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



REGARDING 



On April 16, 2004, after properly identifying himself as a Canonical Investigator for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, REDACTED interviewed REDACTED regarding 
his association and knowledge of Father Sean Cronin. The interview was conducted at 
the law offıces ofREDACTED ~ in 

the presence f REDACTED attomey REDACTED who audio recorded the 

entire interview. 

REDACTED provided personal identifying information as follovvs: 



Name: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Marital Status: 
Family: 
Education: 
Address: 
Local contact: 

Occupation: 
Employer: 
Employment Status: 



REDACTED 



May be contacted through .REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 




REDACTED supplied the following information regarding his relationship with Father 
Sean Cronin: 

He was in his senior year and seventeen years of age at St. Monica's High School in 1979 
when he first saw Fr. Cronin who was a teacher. He did not have any classes with 
Cronin. He met Cronin personally for the fırst time when Cronin was the retreat master of 
a St. Monica's student retreat held at the Presbyterian Conference Grounds at Pacific 
Palisades, CA. He could not recall the exact date of the retreat, but it was during the 
week, possibly early in the school year. Cronin had ended a retreat session and directed 
the students to walk around the grounds as a fonu of meditation. While he was vvalking _ •. 
Cronin approached him and they started a conversation. He told Cronin about his family 
situation. He explained that his mother had left the family when he was younger and his 
father age 59 had remarried to a women REDACTED 

REDACTED He immediately noticed that Cronin, who insisted that he be called 

Sean, was easy to talk to. The conversation was fairly brief and Cronin suggested that 
after the retreat, they meet after school for counseling. 

Very soon after the retreat, exact time unrecalled, he saw Cronin at school and they made 
an after-school appointment to meet, perhaps during that week in Cronin' s office located 
on the campus or possibly on parish grounds. He cannot recall tire exact building in 
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which the office was located, or the physical layout of the offıce except it was very small. 
There were chairs in the offıce and he believes there was a desk. He has no recollection 
of the color of the walls, location of windows or any other identifying characteristics 
including wall-hangings, photos or paintings. He is not certain if it was Cronin's private 
offıce, or if it was shared with another person. He does not remember exactly what' the 
conversion of the fırst meeting included, which lasted about one hour, but is certain they 
again discussed his father s remarriage and his stepmothers* problems. They had several- '' 
more after-school meetings in the same offıce and he could not estimate the number of 
times they met, but thinks it was usually about once a week. He is certain he was 
observed going to and possibly meeting in Cronin's offıce and he told his friends he was 
meeting vvith Cronin. Though many of his friends made jokes about Cronin being 
effeminate and possibly "gay", most knew his family situation and believed Cronin was 
counseling him. The after-school meetings were later held in Cronin' s residence room 
located on the parish grounds. He is certain Cronin suggested meeting in his residence. 
but does not remember the reason Cronin gave for changing the location. He cannot 
recall the exact location on the grounds, or any physical description whatsoever of 
Cronin's room except that it had comfortable chairs. He does not remember ever seeing 
anyone when going into the building which housed Cronin's room. and does not recall he 
had the feeling Cronin should not he bringing him into his room, but remembers that 
Cronin closed the door during the meetings. 

The hourly meetings, in Cronin's room continued vveekly for approximately three to four 
weeks and he noticed they were starting to discuss sexual issues more frequently. Cronin 
started asking extremely personal questions regarding his sex life, such as, if and how 
often he masturbated, if he climaxed and details about sex acts with his girlfriend. The 
questions did not seem to tie into the topic being discussed and he thought they vvere odd,-- 
He answered them because he trusted Cronin who was a priest with a PhD and 
knowledge of psychology. Also, believed Cronin was trying to help him with his 
problems. Around this time he received a phone cali at home from Cronin who offered to 
come to his home and take him out to dinner. He agreed and Cronin came and met his 
father who was a devout Catholic with great trust in priests. Also. like Cronin, his father 
was REDACJED .... Cronin and his father became friends, but socialized only when 
Cronin came to his house. Thereafter his father strongly encouraged his relationship with 
Cronin. 

Every time Cronin came to take him out to dinner vvhich was approximately once a week, 
most of his senior year and into the summer following graduation when their relationship 
ended, they ahvays went alone only to the Azetca Mexican restaurant on Lincoln Blvd, 
just south of Rose Street in Venice, CA. Cronin drove a "fairly new" non-descript cream 
color Chevrolet Nova. Cronin knew the people who o\vned the restaurant and seemed to 
be a regular customer as he also knew many of the other patrons. The daughter of the 
owner who was usually working at the restaurant was also a student at St. Monica's High 
School, but he is unsure of her name. Every time they went to the Azteca Cronin ordered 
alcoholic drinks for both of them. usually Margaritas before and during dinner and they 
sat at a fairly secluded table where it was not so obvious that a seventeen year old person .. 
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was being served alcohol. By the time they left the restaurant he would usually feel 
intoxicated. 

After dinner, usually about 8:00 P.M. when it was dark, Cronin drove themto his 
residence at St Monica's. The building in which Cronin' s room was located and the 
suiTounding area always seemed to be deserted. He does not recall ever seeing another 
person in or around the building. As during the day time meetings in his room, Cronin 
closed the door, and possibly locked it. At each evening meeting Cronin would open a 
bottle of Cognac and they both would drink, while Cronin would instruct him in the art of 
holding and drinking from a snifter. They would continue their conversation which 
included his family problems. but as the meetings progressed Cronin' s near obsession 
with sexual discussions usually became the main topic. Cronin would talk at length 
about the Freudian concepts of the division of the mind, the Id, Ego, Superego and sexual 
energy. Sometimes it was as if Cronin was talking to himself and he would rambleon 
about Freud and the psycho-sexual stages. Up to this point the only physical contact they 
had was a friendly and acceptable hug. At one of the earlier evening meetings in his 
residence Cronin approached him from the front, held him by the shoulders and gazed up 
into his eyes and kissed him on the cheek. He was embarrassed and confused, but did not 
react to Cronin in a negative way. Usually the meetings would last until about 
1 1 :00 P.M. when Cronin would drive him home. Upon arrival, his house was dark and 
his family was asleep. His father never said anything to him about being out so late. 

One day he received a phone cali at home from Cronin who asked if he would go to a 
foreign sub-titled movie with him, the name of vvhich he carmot recall. He agreed and 
they went to the Monica One or Monica Two, a New-Art type theater located on 2 n or 3 r 
Street in Santa Monica. On the way to the movie Cronin told him the main character was 
a teenaged male named Detlev who was having trouble addressing his possible 
homosexuality. Cronin told him to pay particular attention to a scene vvhere teenage male 
prostitutes took out their penises to see vvhich was largest. When they were vvatching the 
movie and this scene started, Cronin looked över at him and said something to the effect 
". . .this is the scene I was telling you about." The movie continued and in one scene an 
older man was having anal sex with Detlev and kept screaming his name during the act. 
REDACTED W as confused and disgusted and couldn't understand why Cronin insisted that 
he see the movie, but again, he believed Cronin the PhD and the priest \vhom he trusted, 
was trying to help him. 

The movie was a tuming point in their relationship. He began to overcome his naivete 
and started to believe that Cronin was a homosexual. His friends continued to make 
jokes about Cronin being effeminate and he noticed Cronin was ahvays around the boys 
and did not seem to be interested in the girls. At the time his girl friend, REDACTED told 
him she vvas uncomfortable that he was spending so much time vvith Cronin. In early 
March or ApriL 2004 he received an e-mail from REDACTED who was given his e-mail 
address byREDACTED brother. He said that*"™ has never married and lives in the Los 
Angeles area. He provided her e-mail address vvhich isREDACTED and has 

no objection to her being contacted by the investigator. He also provided the name of 
REDACTED a high school friend, now living in Venice, CA who also knew Cronin and 



182992 



later traveled with Cronin to Africa. He talked to REDACTED m August of 2002 who was 
surprised that Cronin' s picture was in the L.A. Times regarding the L.A. Archdiocese 
child molestation scandal. REDACTED told him he was never molested by Cronin. He said 
he will make REDACTED 's phone number available to the investigator. 

Önce while running at Venice Beach he observed Cronin sitting alone on the sand 
reading. He approached Cronin and talked to him for a few minutes and while continuing 
down the beach, he realized Cronin was sitting in an area frequented by homosexuals. 

After the movie incident, the diners and evening meetings and Cronin holding him; 
gazing into his eyes and kissing him on the cheek continued. At one meeting Cronin -told 
him that he loved him and would never leave him like his mother did. As the meetings . •• 
continued he told Cronin that he was worried aboutREDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED Cronin told him to REDACTED 

REDACTED residue would sertle in his gentiles and would effect his sperm production, but he 
kept buying him drinks at dinner and giving him cognac in the evenings about once a 
week. At no time did Cronin REDACTED other than alcohol. 

REDACTED 

He said his use of REDACTED and alcohol became a oroblem and he has gone through 1 
REDACTED rehabilitation p rograms i n life. REDACTED ı member of 

Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Approximately May or June of 1980 Cronin was transferred to St. Michael parish and 
was very upset stating that he had been sent to the ghetto. Cronin continued to pick him 
up about once a week for dinner and drinks at Azteca's and would drive him to his new 
residence at St. Michael' s. He has no recollection of the physical layout at St. Michael as 
he only was there at night but remembers it was in a poor area and recalls driving into a 
gated lot. They would enter a building he assumed was on the parish grounds. The only 
thing he remembers about Cronin' s room is that it contained two comfortable chairs 
facing each other that reminded him of the setting in a psychological therapist offıce. _ .. 
They would talk and drink cognac. At approximately the second or third meeting at St. 
Michael' s, Cronin gazed into his eyes and kissed him on the mouth, not in what is 
considered the French style of kissing by extending the tongue. He recalls feeling 
Cronin' s beard on his face. Cronin noticed that the kiss on the mouth surprised 
REDACTED anc j tr j ec } t0 e xplain that there was nothing wrong with men kissing and that it 
was common practice in Europe. He became scared and even though did not know 
exactly vvhere he was or how to get away, he tried to make a plan of escape as he thought 
Cronin was going to rape him. Nothing more happened and Cronin who appeared to be 
intoxicated drove him home. 

At this point Cronin started coming to his house unannounced, usually after going to the 
beach. On a few occasions he avoided Cronin by not going in the house until he would 
see Cronin leave. He tried to make excuses for not going wlth Cronin. but his father who 
thought this relationship with a priest was good for him, insisted that he go with Cronin. 
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During the last meeting at St. Michael's Cronin once again manipulated the discussion 
towards sex. In an earlier conversation he had told Cronin that he had a birthmark on his 
penis. Cronin nıentioned that conversation and asked to see REDACTED ! penis. He 
became very scared and was certain that if he exposed his penis, Cronin vvould have tried 
to engage in a sex act. He refused, became angry and Cronin complied with his order to 
take him home immediately. 

The next day he telephoned Cronin and said he never wanted to see Cronin again and that 
if Cronin ever called him called again he would teli the poliçe and church authorities and 
his father about what Cronin did to him. Cronin did not cali him or attempt to contact 
him again. 

Later that summer when his^^ACTED became a problem his father called 

Cronin and took his suggestion to place REDACTED REDACTED ^ ^ gt. 

John' s hospital in Santa Monica. He is not sure, but thinks Cronin may have visited him 
in the hospital and gave him some Christian books. 

He now believes that Cronin thought he (REDACTED ) was a homosexual and was trying to- 
convince him of that fact. He knew ali along that he was heterosexuaI but his 
relationship with Cronin caused him great confusion about his sexuality. 

In September 2002 he called the L.A. Archdiocese from REDACTED md was given an e-mail 
address for Sister Ç E J? A ÇI ED _ ...Jand e-mailed the details of his relationship with Cronin. 
She replied and provided the names of Los Angeles Poliçe Department detective 
REDACTED . He communicated with REDACTED w ^ took his complaint and 

stated there were no other complaints against Cronin. He was not pleased with the 
response from REDACTED and wanted a response from the Archdiocese. On St. Monica' s 
vvebsite he noticed that REDACTED REDACTED ^ he recalled from his high school 

days was stili there and sent him an anonymous e-mail. He later received an e-mail reply 
from Msg. CraigCox of the L.A. Archdiocese and was not pleased with the response. He 
then visited the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests vvebsite, vvhich gave the 
names of three law firms and ultimately contacted his current attorney. 

Addendum: May 4, 2004 

Attached hereto are copies of e-mails dated May 1, and May 2, 2004 from REDACTED 
to his attorneyR EDACTED an^REDACTED These documents contain a few additions • '" 
and some clarifıcation to information REDACTED supplied in the April 16, 2004 
interview. In addition, one of the e-mail messages supplies the address and telephone 
number for REDACTED. 
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REDACTED 



From: REDACTED 
To: 

Sent: Saturday , May 01 , 2004 7:24 AM 

Subject: Fwd: My lnterview, some changes 



REDACTED 

wrote: 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 18:23:42 -0700 (PDT) 
From REDACTED 

Subject: My Interview, some changes 
To: REDACTED 

REDACTED 

A few changes I would like to make. 
I only have a High School diploma. 

My Father was 56 when he married my Step Mother , age 29. 
Cronin's car might have been a Chevy Malibu, or Nova. 

182988 

I said he knew the staff of the Azteca, not the patrons. 

We always had a Cognac and Flan ( mexican dessert ) after dinner. 
They even poured Cognac on the Flan and lit it with a lighter. 

I'm not sure it was the gang of " male prostitutes " that took out their 
penises to see which was the largest. It might have been some of his 
( Detlev's ) friends. 

Sean Cronin had also asked me to go to Africa with him which I said no 
to. There was no way. I knew he would try something then. 

After repeated questions about how often I masturbated, how often I 
climaxed, I then turned the question around on him. I asked him if he 



Page 2 of 2 



masturbated. He said " yes, but that i was never to teli anybody he had 
told me that. " In fact, he told me I " shouldn't teli anybody what we 
discuss during our meetings ". 

It was I that was upset when Cronin was transfered to St. Michaels. By 
that point I had become dependent on him and his " guidance ". 

I fonvarded the telephone number of REDACTED to you. 

Other than that, it looks pretty good. Those are the facts to the best of 
my recollection. 

Thanks, 
REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

VVin a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a 520,000 Caree r Makeover at Yahoo! Hot Jobs 
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REDACTED 



From: REDACTED 

To: _ 

Sent: Saturday, May 01 , 2004 7:26 AM 

Subject: Fwd: Re: Class of 1979 



REDACTED _ _ Wl*Ote: 

Date: Fri, 05 Mar 2004 15:17:13 -0800 
Subject: Re: Class of 1979 

YO'. REDACTED 

From: 'REDACTED 



REDACTED 

5 



redacted current addreSS İS REDACTED , HİS 

phone 

number is REDACTED , He called me back with a correct phone 
number. 



Hope that helps 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a $20. 000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 



From: REDACTED 

To: REDACTED 

Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2004 8:1 1 AM 

Subject: Fwd: Correction 



REDACTED . wrote: 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 21:49:1 1 -0700 (PDT) 
From: REDACTED 

Subject: Correction 
To: REDACTED 

REDACTED 



Sorry, one last thirıg. After Sean Cronin kissed me on the mouth he did 
try several times after that to kiss me on the mouth. I would afrvay.s turn 
my head and he would usually get me on the cheek. 

That's it. I just want to be accurate. 

REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 



From: REDACTED 
To: 

Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2004 8:12 AM 

Subject: Fwd: One last correction 



REDACTED wrote; 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 21:41:35 -0700 (PDT) 
From: REDACTED 

Subject: One last correction 
To: REDACTED" 

REDACTED 



I talked to REDACTED recently, maybe three or four montlıs ago. Not 
in 2002. 



Thanks, 

REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 



Do you Yahoo!? 

VVin a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 



REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Tuesday, May 04, 2004 1 1 :24 AM REDACTED 
DioceseLA-REDACTED interview sent to . March-4. 1 9.04.doc 

Fw: !nterviewOfREDACTED 

REDACTED 

I have received the additions and clarifıcations fr m REDACTED and have 
attached them to his interview report. 

As I have mentioned in the phone messages I have left for you, we are very 
interested in interviewing REDACTED a t y ur and his eaıiiest convenience. 

We are very appreciative of your assistance in these matters. 
Sincerely, 

REDACTED 

Original Message 

From: REDACTED 

To: REDÂCTED ~~ " * " 

Sent: Monday, April 19, 2004 1 1:52 AM 
Subject: Interview Of REDACTED 



REDACTED 

> 

> Attached is my written report of REDACTED interview. 
> 

> I vvould appreciated it if you both would review it and return it to me at 
>REDACTED as soon as possible. 

> Under "Education:" I showed REDACTED vvith a H.S. diploma, if he has further 

> education vvould you please include it. Also please have REDACTED make 

> deletions or additions he desires. 

> Thanks, 

> REDACTED 
> 

> 
> 
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To: 

Sent: 

Attach: 

Subject: 
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REDACTED 



From: REDACTED 

Senf VVednesday, June 09, 2004 4:04 PM 

To . REDACTED 

Subject; REDACTED 



You have agreed that our caııonical investigator could interview KtUAU tu re "Father. Crbnin. 
but have not given us a time to do it. We will do it whenever and wherever you like 
including your of fice . Please advise as soon as possible when we can compiete this 
interview. Thank you for your assistance. REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



This e -mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) 
named herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you 
are not the intended recipient of this e -mail, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify 
me by telephone and permanently delete the original and any copy of this message, its 
attachments, and any printout thereof . Thank you. 
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TO : Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

FROM: REDACTED 1EDACTED REDACTED 

Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

RE: Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

ReverendSean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

DATE: 29 June 2004 



The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 

REDACTED 



In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were listed as plaintiffs. The brief summaries on 
the list indicated that one of the young men (REDACTED ) was alleging serious abuse över a 
period of many years (1968-1977) beginning with the assignment of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant REDACTED ( alleged less egregious but stili abusive 

activities from 1979-1982. begirming at St. Monica's. When mformed that these tvvo individuals 
were prospective plaintiffs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct. That denial was reiterated in a 
letter fromREDACTED Father Cronin's attorney, in December of 2003. 

In December of 2003, lawsuits were filed by the tvvo men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and January 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made at Father Cronin's parish on the vveekend of 
January 3 1 - February 1, 2004, irrforming the people that he had been accused by tvvo 
individuals. 

On April 1 6, 2004, REDACTED canonical auditor, interviewedR ED ACTED He d eS cribed a 

lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 
taking him to a movie that involved scenes of homosexual activity. According tc REDACTED 
REDACTED p r _ Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Evenhıally he claims 
that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, thoııgh without using his tongue. REDACTED 
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claims that finally, on one occasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apparently in an earlier 
conversation REDACTED . had told Fr. Cronin he had a birthmark there. REDACTED did 
not comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

REDACTED f n owec ı up \ e ^ s based on the sta tement of REDACTED but the only sort of 
corroborating information he could obtain were verifîcations that Fr. Cronin andREDACTED 
. had spent a lot of time together. 

Despite repeated efforts, we have not obtained the written questionnaire from the other plaintiff, 
REDACTED , or his mitten statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Board discussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the claims of REDACTED were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims of REDACTED accura te ; most of what he described consists of unprofessional 

behavior on the part of Fr. Cronin and a pattern of regular and serious crossing of boundaries. A 
few things, such as the request that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not "French kissing," cross över the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minör is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "grooming." 

The Board has been advised that at this point the evidence is most likelv insufficient to convict 
Fr. Cronin if th is case were to be brought to a canonical triaL However > it appears to the 
members that REDACTED allegations are credible^ The claims he makes are "restrained." If 
he was simply inventing charges he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violations at Marymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were ali considered and contribute to the following recommendations: 




1 . ) That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunity to respond. 

f 2y That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information which, in my and R EDACTED 

judgment, require fkrther immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative leave while the investigation continues. In accord with 
policy, an announcement wo uld be made at Fr. Cronin's parish . 

(^Jp* That a report on the interviev/ with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

4. ) That further efforts be made to interviev.REDACTED 





cc: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

/./ // / // // / 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(ZI3) 637-7284 



3414 

V/İIshire 

Bouîevard 



Los Angdes 
CfllifbrnUı 
900 i 0-2202 



July 13, 2004 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge,CA 91325-1798 



Dear FaÜıer Cronin: 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difficult time. Ifl can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confirm in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliıninary investigation was initiated in accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interviev/ the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interviev/. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interviev/ as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times exarnined the 
allegations brought against you. înitially, the Board recomrnended you be maintained in rninistry 
as the investigation commenced. hı its most recent reviev/, the Board recomrnended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point v/here it was now appropriate to place you on 
adrninistrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendation. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on adnıinistrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the preüminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviev/ed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of theFaith as requiredby the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tuteîa. 
Adrninistrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public rninistry v/ithout my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition \vould render you liable to canonical penalties. 
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Durin^ your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parısh 
as soon as reasonably possible and take ııp residence in a place we mutually agree upon Dunng 
yoıır leave, your salary and benefîts will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdİoce'se will also reimburse you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During tbis traumatic time, let me renew my nıvitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessanly entaıls. 

Again, please know that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 

Yours in Christ, 




MortsigA^Craig A. Cox, J.CZ>- 
Y^apror Clergy 
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TO: 



File 



FROM: 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



RE: 



Reverend Sean Cronin 



DATE: 



14July2004 



Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned fhat he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday moming for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony and REDACTED Both agreed with me that it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
phone this morning. 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 

July 17-18, 2004 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am Monsignor Craig Cox and I am privileged to serve as Vicar for Clergy of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles. As you recall, on the \veekend of January 3 1 - February 1, 2004, an 
announcement was made here at Our Lady of Lourdes conceraing the lavvsuİts alleging that 
Father Sean Cronin engaged in misconduct in the years from 1972 to 1980. That announcement 
promised that we would keep you informed of fiıture developments. I am here in fulfillment of 
that pledge to bring additional information directly to you. 

When we learned of the lawsuits, an investigation was launched conducted by a private 
investigator, a retired Special Agent of the FBI. We sought interviews with both of the parties 
making the allegations against Father Cronin. Because the parties were represented by legal 
counsel, ethically we could not approach them directly. Fortunately, after working through their 
legal counsel, the investigator vvas able to complete both interviews. The investigator also spoke 
to numerous people who knew Father Cronin and the complainants and has been pursuing ali 
available leads. His inquiry is ongoing. 

As you were informed with the first announcement, Father Cronin denied any sexually abusive 
behavior with these two persons or with any minors. Father Cronin continues to maİntain his 
innocence. 

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the situation of Father Cronin at several 
meetings. The Board recommended that at this time Father Cronin be placed on administrative 
leave, a time away from the parish and ali pastoral duties. Cardinal Mahony approved this 
recommendation and Father Cronin has begun his leave. 

Please note that the decision to place Father Cronin on administrative leave does not reflect a 
determination that he is guilty of the allegations. It does mean that further inquiry and a formal 
canonical process will be required in order to make a determination of innocence or guilt. It is at 
this stage of a canonical process that administrative leave is called for by the Charterfor the 
Protecüon ofChildren and Yoırng People adopted by the bishops of the United States and its 
Essential Nonns as approved by the Holy See. 

I realize that for many of you, this announcement may be disturbing. At this distressing time, I 
ask that you pray with special fervor for victims of abuse, for the success of the ongoing 
investigation in discovering the full truth, for Father Cronin during his leave, and for your parish 
community. 

Thank you for your kind attention. May God bless you! 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



Ali Members of the Presbyterate 



FROM: 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



RE: 



Father Sean Cronın 



DATE: 



18 My2004 



My brothers, 

It is my sad duty to report to you that Father Sean Cronin has been placed on administrative 
leave. 

Attached is the text of the amıomcement read at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 
I ask that you please keep everyone involved in your prayers. 
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** JOB STATUS REPORT ** 



AS OF JUL 20 2004 11:56 PAGE. 01 

ARCHIOCESE 



JOB. #994 

DATE TIME TP^EPO 11 * » nm MINVSEC PGS STATUS 

001 7/20 11:53 REDACTED ; 01' 53" 004 OK 




REDACTED 



TO 

FAX NO. 
PHONE NO. 
RE 



. URGENT 

COMMENTS: 



. FOR REVİEVV 



FAX COVER PAGE 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424wılshıre boulevard 
los angeles, ca 9001 u.s.a. 
fax nûREDACTED 



REDACTED 



FROM 



rA*A / 



ÜATE 



CC 



PLEASE COMMENT 



. PLEASE REPLY 
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CÛNFIDENTİAUTY NOTICE 

This transmission is întended only for the usa of the individual ar enîityto which ît is addressed ond 
may conîoin information that is privileged and/or confidentiai. If the reader of the message is not 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that ahy disclosure, dtstribuf iors or copying of this 
information is strîctly prohibifed, If you hove received this transmission in error, please notify us 
immediafely by îelephone, and return the original document to us at the above address via the 
United States Postal Service. 
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ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH 
311 NORTH RAYMOND AVENUE 
PASADENA. CALIFORNIA 9U03 

REDACTED 

pastor tel. 792-4T8: 





f l ' * 

^ K^Jt- ^-ı—â-g; «î-^^t-e, ^^-fo ~f—-^~> 




REDACTED 
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ST. ANDREV/'S CHURCH 

311 NORTH RAYMOND AVENUE 
PASADENA, CAL1FORN1A 91103 




4 ^t L 
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REDACTED 

Would you please arranga for Father Seaıı Cronin to come 
to see me. 



REDACTED CASDINAL MANNING 



March 2nd, 1977 
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MEMORANDUM 

OFFTrF. OF TFfF. W AT? FOR CT ,F.PCT 



/ 

TO: REDACTED 
FROM: 

RE: Father Sean Cronin - SS£ REDACTED 

DATE: My 27, 2004 



Effective August 1, 2004, please add to the Priests' Payroll list Father Sean Cronin' s 
name. Please charge his salary to the Exigency Account, Cost Center 01112. 

His salary will be as follows: 

Base: S616.03 

In Lieu $250.00 

Ordination Increment S 62.00 

Total S928.03 

He would like to have his checks be direct deposited 
check for this purpose. 

Thank yon for your assistance in this matter. 



: therefore, I am enclosing a canceled 
182965 



Encjosure _^ 
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t* 



I 



SEAN CRONİN ph n 

REDACTED 




s fSro 
I ûîmof 




I Bankof America 

f REDACTED 



ta. 



"REDACTED 



$ 




926 



16-66/1220 
589 



fes 



g-1 



a 
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©ur ;Eab]j nf Şlmtrîıes ÖUjunrtf 



18405 Superior Street » Northridge, California ® 91325 

(818) 349-1500 



REDACTED 




/ 



/O 




t. 
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MEMORANDUM 

0FFIC EJ^F-XHE33CAB FOR CT.EKGY 

TO: REDACTED 
FROM: 

RE: Father Sean Cronin - ^REDACTED 

DATE: July27,2004 



Effective August 1, 2004, the Archdiocese will become responsible for Father Sean 
Cronin' sR E DACTE D The premiums should be charged to the Exigency 

Account, Cost Center 01112. 

Thank you very much for taking note of this change. 
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OFFICE OF TmJOCARJEQRXXERGE 



T0 . REDACTED 
FROM: 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin ~ SS# REDAC1ED 

DATE: My 27, 2004 

Effective August 1, 2004, the Archdiocese will become responsible for Father Sean 
Cronin'sREDACTED Please charge this to the Exigency Account, Cost Center 

01112. 

Thank you for taking note of this information. 
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TO: File 



FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 



DATE: 11 August2004 



I phoned Father Cronin today. I have two phone numbers for Mm . He is staying witlı people 
and their number isREDACTED , He bas a celi phone: REDACTED 



REDACTED 



He has asked REDACTED to serve as his canonical advisor. Mtially, Father 

aoreed to this service, but in recent days he has expressed that he may not do so. Father Cronin 



will be contacting Father 



again in a few days. 



We agreed that Father Cronin would contact nıe early next week. If Father REDACTED will serve as 
his advocate, then we will arrange an appointment. If not, Father Cronin will look for other 
canonical assistance. 
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REDACTED 




feı Mı' Üİ23 ğssa 



Archdlocese oF Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213)637-7284 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

CaliforniA 

90010-2202 



Aueust 11, 2004 



Personal and Confidential 



Dear REDACTED 

in Cardinal Mahony's absence, I am replying to your letter addressed to him of July 19 : 2004.^ 
First of ali, let me thank yon for writing and for expressing your support for Father Sean Cronin. 
I am glad tlıat you and others have encountered blessings in his rninistry. He is fortunate to be 
able to rely on your friendship and support in this diffîcult time. 

It is not possible to answer many of fhe qııestions you raised, precisely because to do so would 
violate Fafher Croniıı's rights, as well as fhe rights of other people involved in this process. The 
process we use fully respects the norms of canon law and the requirements of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. These norms include protections for the rights of an accused. 
There are indeed "people from the pews" represented on the Clergy Misconduct Oversight 
Board, as well as well respected members of the presbyterate representing the priests of the 
Archdlocese. Ih addition, part of my task as a consultant to the Board is to assure that canonical 
procedures are followed and the rights of priests are respected. I take that responsibihty very, 
very seriously. Your pastor, REDACTED redacted ^ be able to share with yoıl my reputation with 
regard to protecting the rights of priests. 

Having experienced the deliberations of the Board for well över a year now, I am wonderfully 
fmpressed at the balance, good judgment, and care for the rights of an accused that the members 
demonstrate time and agahı. At the same time, the members of the Board are constantly striving _ 
to do an even better job. For that reason, I shared your letter with REDACTED the Chau- 

of the Board, so thaf ° ACim tvould be fully aware of the concerns you raised. 



There is oversight built into the system so that the actions of the Board, my own actions, and 
even tire decisions of Cardinal are reviev/ed. Among other elements this oversight includes an 
annual aııdıt conducted by the National Review Board and Conference of Bishops, the revıew of 
cases by the promoter of justice, and the oversight of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The Council of Priests also revievvs policies and procedures related to the investigatıon of 
claims of sexual misconduct and makes recommendatıons. As the canonical process moves 
forvvard, Father Cronin will be afforded the opportunity îo exercise ali of the elements of the 
right of defense provided by canon law. 82960 



V 000050 



I aoain want to thank you for writing. I realize I have not been able to answer ali of your 
nuestions. As I mentioned, to get into too many specifics would reqmre that I vıolate Father 
Cronin's rights and also violate my responsibility to maintam the confidentiâhty appropııate to 
ecclesiastical processes asî am boımd to do by the Holy See. 

Please contume to pray for Father Cronin, for Cardinal Mahony, for me in my challenging 
ministry and for the members of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. Finally, please pray 
that our ongoing investigation establishes uncovers the truth and results in a final decısıon that ıs 
just and in accord with the will of God. 



May God bless you 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Monsi§iQ^Craig A. Cox, J.Ç..B. 
Vicar fpr / Clergy 



REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



My 19,2004 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Cardinal Mahony 

3424 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 



Dear Cardinal Mahony: \ 

The purpose of this letter is to request the immediate reinstatement of Father Sean Cronin 

as associate pastor to Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Northridge. Also, I am requesting 

reform to the "sexual misconduct oversight board" procedures to provide a fair and open 

due process to ensure that ali parties involved in sexual misconduct allegations are fairly i 

treated. 

Our Lady of Lourdes parish was notified on Sunday, July 1 8, 2004 that the alleged 
misconduct report against Father Sean was revievved by the oversight committee and they 
recommended administrative leave until the conclusion of the investigation. We 
discussed the oversight review process and the status of Father Sean with the 
representative of the archdiocese. We were very disappointed in the answers we received 
and shocked at the lack of due process in the handling of this case and I am sure most 
cases of misconduct. Some of the more troubling unanswered questions are: 

e How could ali tlıirteen members of the board agree on this action? Not one 

member disagreed with the report? 
o Has the oversight board ever disagreed on any case involving misconduct or are ; 

they just a rubber stamp for the archdiocese? What is the voting record of the 

board? 

© Was Father Sean represented by counsel in front of the board? 

s Was a member of Our Lady of Lourdes represented in the proceeding? 

o Was the alleged victim represented in front of the board? 

o Who did the private investigator intervievv? 

» Were ali parties provided a copy of the private investigators report? 

<» Since the archdiocese is paying the private investigator, who is reviewing their 

work for accuracy? 
e What is the guideline for suspending a priest? 

• Most importantly, are innocent priest and religious personnel unfairly treated to 
gıve the appearance that the archdiocese is finally doing something about sexual 
misconduct? 

© Is the archdiocese more worried about what the nevvspapers will report instead of 
doing the right tlıing by conducting a proper open investigation that ensures the 
i rights of ali parties? 
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The issue of innocence or guilt will only be answered by Father Sean, his accııser and 
God since the alleged misconduct lıappened över twenty years ago (unless these 
allegations receive a fair trial). 

Most importantly, I would like to share my experience with Father Sean. I had the 
pleasure of attending a funeral for the father of a close friend with Sean celebrating the 
mass. It was a wonderful celebration and the family (catholic and non-catholic) were 
very grateful for the vvonderful experience. After the funeral they hosted a lunch to thank 
everyone for participating in the funeral of their wonderfııl father. Sean arrived after 
everyone was seated. He had a choice of sitting with the young adults or with the more 
mature adults. He chose to sit with the young adults and enjoyed vvonderful 
conversation. This is not the action of a pedophile but a loving and caring priest. I would 
have loved to share this story with the private investigator. Unfortunately, to my 
knowledge, the parish was never notifıed or asked to provide background information to 
assist in the investigation. The archdiocese and ali parties involved would be better off 
having a representative of the parish present at the oversight board so as to ensure ali 
members of the parish that the priest is treated fairly and to testify to the parish about the 
faimess of the proceeding. The whole process does not seem fair and appears to make 
the priest the scapegoat of past failures by the archdiocese. 

We need to make sure that innocent priests and religious persormel are not unfairly 
treated for the sake of making amends for the past sins of the church. The biggest 
injustice would be that Father Sean in not allov/ed to follow his God given vocation if he 
is innocent. The archdiocese should do everything in their power to make sure this does 
not happen. The archdiocese loves to blame the Los Angeles Times newspaper for the 
problems, but they need to point the finger at themselves for the lack of open and honest 
communication in covering up the sexual misconduct problem. Follow the teachings of 
Jesus and ali your decisions will be easy. 

I speak for many of Our Lady of Lourdes parishioners in voicing this complaint that the 
whole process regarding Father Sean was not handled properly by the archdiocese. We 
have been very patient and supportive of the archdiocese and the whole sexual 
misconduct fıasco, but our patience is running out. Please reinstate Father Sean and fıx 
the oversight board before you destroy the lives of people that have not been proven 
guilty by a fair and unbiased proceeding. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 



Sincerely, 
REDACTED 



Our Lady ot Lourdes 
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REDACTED 



REDACTED 

August23,2004 



KCUftUCU A,, fil i 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Bishop Gerald E. Wilkerson 
15101 Saıı Fernando Mission Blvd. 
Mission Hills, CA 91345-1 109 



Dear Bishop Wilkerson: 

The purpose of this letter isto respond to your letter dated July 26, 2004, a copy of which 
is enclosed, regarding FatherSeaıı Gronjn. 

I spoke with Father Sean regarding the allegations and the review process as outlined in 
your letter. I am shocked at the lack of consideration given to his right to a fair and 
unbiased hearing and the failure of the board to protect priests from being labeled as 
"Guilty" before ali facts are presented to the board. 

According to Father Sean, he was never interviewed by the private investigator or the 
review boai"d. He was not provided a copy of the board's recommendation. Please help 
me to understand: (a) How can an investigation be fairly conducted when only one half 
of the facts are presented? (b) How can an "impartial" board vote thirteen to zero when 
only one side of the story is being told? (c) How can you remove a priest based on one 
person testifying without the accuser being able to respond to the allegations or present 
their facts to the board before they vote? 

As I spoke with Father Sean, I could not help but conclude that he was a scapegoat for 
the archdiocese past failures to protect children. It appears that the archdiocese would 
rather have an innocent priest accused, removed and convicted, as opposed to conducting 
a fair and unbiased investigation to determine the true facts. Are you more vvorried about 
public relations instead of conducting an honest investigation to provide closure to ali 
parties? Are you so afraid of public opinion that you forgot your job to serve the people 
and religious personnel of the Los Angeles Archdiocese instead of being self-serving? 

The treatment of Father Sean is unfair, unchristian and unacceptable. I ask you to please 
strongly consider changes to the foilowing: 

« Ensure that the rights of both the priests and the accusers are protected and that 
both parties are treated fairly and without bias, 

e Require that a parish representative is present at board hearings, 
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e Conduct a fair and unbiased investigation that uncovers ali the facts before the 
board votes, and 

» Reform the board to a truly independent function. 

I believe the archdiocese is in a difficult position of trying to make amends for past 
failures and balancing the current investigation. We can not correct the past by making 
mistakes in the present. 

What is nıost troubling about this matter is that we forgot the most important part of the 
sexual abuse problem in the church. We failed to educate. We have a wonderful 
opportunity to educate the whole community, Catholic and non-Catholic, on the 
characteristics of a pedophile. To bring the issue to center stage and engage in open 
meaningful discussions and educate to ensure that ali children will be safer in every part 
of their lives, not just the church. Also, we failed to live by our Christian faith by 
worrying about what the newspaper will print and how the Catholic faith will be 
perceived, instead of doing the right thing. 

Please stop the insanity and reinstate Father Sean ııntil a fair and unbiased investigation is 
conducted. Please take the opportunity to educate everyone about sexual abuse. Please 
conduct the business of the Church as if you are ansv/ering to Jesus and not to the media. 

I am looking fonvard to hearing from you. 



Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

cc; REDACTED - REDAC TED 
REDACTED 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
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TO: Msgr. Craig Cox 

FROM: REDACTED 

SUBJECT: Requested Contact Irrformatiorı 

DATE: August 27, 2004 



Here is the information you requested: 



REDACTredACTED 

REDACTED 



home: REDACTED 
work: 



I gave her a "heads up" that someone from your office would be calling her. 
Hopethis helps! 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

VI car far Clefgy 

(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wilshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Califbrnîa 

90010-2202 



September 15, 2004 



Reverend Sean Cronin 

c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 

1 8405 Superior Street 

Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Last spring, in March and again in May, we offered a day of recollection for priests on 
adnrimstrative leave and those who, wMle stili inrninistry, have been accused publicly. Father 
RED ACTED helped facilitate both of those days, for which I am most grateful. 

We have scheduled another day of recollection for the same grotıp. It is my pleasure to invite 
you to the Cardinal Timothy Manning House of Prayer on Wednesday, September 29, 2004, 
the Feast of the Archangels. Father REDACTED w ^ f ac iüt a te the day. 

As with the first two days, the intent is to provide a reflective, peaceful time, with some simple 
input, some time of silence, and an oppörtunity for you to connect with one another. If you have 
any suggestions for the day, Father REDACTED and I would vvelcome them. 

The day will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end with dinner. Yon are v/elcome to arrive at the 
Manning House the evening before and stay the night if you wish, or to stay Wednesday night 
after the day of recollection formally concludes. 

If you wish to take part in this day of prayer, please inform Monsignor Gonzales or myself at 
REDACTED If y u wish to spend the night at Manning House, please informone of the stafj 
there directly at REDACTED 

Peace be with you! 

Your brother in Christ, 




Monsignor Craig A. Cox ; J.C.D. 
yicar-for Clergy 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vîcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 



34-24 

Vı'ibhlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Califomia 

90010-2202 



December 13, 2004 
Personal and Confidential 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parisli 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 



Dear Father Cronin: 

Please know that you continue to be in my prayers during this very difficult time, It is times like 
these we know the wisdom of St. Paul when he experienced his powerlessness but found the 
grace of God in his weakness (2 Corintbians 12:9-10). So may the grace of Christ fiil you and 
strengthen you in this time of trial. 

As you know, \ve are endeavoring to reach equitable settlements to the many lawsuits fîled 
against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. As you may not know, as part of the settlement process 
in southern CaHfornia, the judge has required that the Archdiocese as well (as other dioceses and 
religious orders) prepare "proffers" or sumnıaries of the contents of most of the accused priests' 
clergy and confidential files. The Archdiocese recently completed the process of having the 
proffers it prepared reviewed and verifıed by the judge. 

Cardinal Mahony is now consulting with his advisors, especially our Presbyteral Council, on the 
wisdom of making these proffers available for review by our Catholic people. Currently, it is his 
intent to proceed with making this information available in some form, especially since some 
victims have indicated that the release of this kind of information can be helpful to their healing 
process. Release of such information also responds to the cali from so many of our Catholic 
people for greater openness about how complaints of sexual misconduct with minors have been 
handled. Thus, our sense is that there will be great value in taking the initiative now to release 
these documents ourselves, allowing us to do so in a constructive context and with appropriate 
explanation. 

The Cardinal has asked that I write to each person for whom we have prepared proffers and to 
enclose for your review a copy of the proffer related to you. As you can see, for the most part the 
proffer includes information on your dates of birth and ordination as well as your assignment 
history. When applicable, the proffer also includes information on when any kind of sexual 
misconduct was reported to Archdiocesan authorities. This relates to the critical legal question 
of "notice." It also sketches the actions taken by offıcials of the Archdiocese in response to any 
complaints. 
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Out of respect for your rights, the Cardinal did not want to release this proffer without first 
communicating our thinking to you and allowing you to review the proffer. Certainly, if any of 
the information in our files is erroneous, we would very much appreciate receiving corrected 
information from you. 

Also, if you have any comments or questions, please feel free to phone REDACTED 
one of the attorneys most familiar with the proffers, at REDACTED You are also welcome to 
phone me on December 20, 21, or 22 at REDACTED I am not available from December 14- 
19 due to duties that take me outside the Archdiocese. 

Again, please know that you are in my prayers, especially during this Advent season of hope. 
May these wonderful days of the liturgical year be a time of healing and renewal for us ali! 

Yours in Christ, 




enclosure 
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PROFFER RE FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



Date 


Description 1 


10/26/43 


Cronin bom in Ireland. 


10/7/67 


Cronin ordained for the Diocese of Dublin, Ireland. 


8/69-8/72 


Cronin missionary in Diocese of Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa. 


9/5/72 


Cronin appointed Deacon at St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys. 


9/8/73 


Cronin incardinated into Aı-chdiocese of Los Angeles. 


9/8/73 


Cronin assigned to St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys, CA. 


12/27/75 


Cronin assigned to St, Andrews Church, Pasadena. 


3/3/77 


Ltr from pastor at St. Andrevvs to Archbishop that Archbishop had 
asked pastor about the question of reference to Cronin 's association 
vvith boys in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 


7/1/77 


Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned to 
teach full time at St. Monica High School. 


7/10/79 


Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St. Michael' s Church vvith faculties as an associate. 


10/8/82 


Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, South Gate, 
vvith faculties as an associate. 


1/11/84 


Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 
Marymount College, Palos Verdes. 


10/1/84 


Cronin assigned to faculty of Marymount College and granted faculties 
of an Associate atHoly Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 
Paul Church, Wilmington 


7/6/88 


Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 
teach at Marymount College. 


1991-92 


Cronin on Sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Subsequently 
retums to faculty at Marymount College. 


9/23/99 


Memo from the president of Marymount Coll^.jÇbat he had reported 
to a regional bishop that a student (adult male ) had reported 
inappropriate conversation by Cronin vvho had apparently been 
drinking. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 
sexual harassment. 


10/6/99 


Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his intervievv of tvvo additional 
Marymount College students (male adults: HtUACItü . and REDACTED ) vvho 
reported inappropriate conversation and behavior by Cronin. No 
allegations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 
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10/7/99 


Notes of meeting of Vicar for Clergy, the presıdent of Marymount 
College, and REDACTED described an incident with Father Cronin. 
There was no sex.ual contact involved and REDACTED was an adult at the 
time of the incident. 


10/19/99 


Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Cronin requestmg that he be gıven a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation, participate in counseling on boundary 
issues, , participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a ne\v ministry. 


10/19/99 


Telecon of Vicar for Clergy and president of Marymount College re 

REDACTED ^ ^uft) 


10/19/99 


Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy' s Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confimüng that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at ali relevant times. 


11/5/99 


JLetter trom attorney tor Arcnuıocese ıu rauıcı v_aumu tıvu aauun/j 
concerning the transfer of Father Cronin at the end of the school year.. 

IfllS UOcS TlOl icJ-dUc LU OUİ1U11UUU öC-Auaı ûuuûu. 


1/7/00 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concerns about 
Father Cronin' s drinking had arisen. 


2/10/00 - 
9/30/00 


Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest 
House in Rochester, Minnesota. 


10/1/00 


Cronin assigned to Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Northrıdge. 


2/12-16/01 


Cronin partıcıpates m aftercare program at Lruest üouse m Kocnesıer, 
MN. 


9/10-14/01 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. 


2/25-28/02 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. 


1/7/03 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to file that he had advised Fr. Cronin that 
his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attomeys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly occurred while Cronin was 
assigned to St. Genevieve's from 1973-75. 



-30- 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

VVîlshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

California 

90010-2202 



December 22, 2004 



Personal and Confidential 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 



Dear Sean: 



Please know that you continue to be in my prayers. Christmas reminds us that, in the midst of 
darkness, light came among us. In celebrating the Incamation, we receive reassurance and new 
hope. I pray that in this dark and difficult time of your life, this reassurance will uphold you! 

The Archdiocese will be adjusting the allowance for Hving expenses for those priests on 
administrative leave who are living outside of ecclesiastical housing. 

The allowance for those priests who are hving with relatives or friends is being raised from 
^HHa month to^MHV a month. Tlıis will take effect January 2005 . 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me of a direct mailing address. That information will 
be kept confidential. 

May the grace and peace of Christ be with you! 



Yours in Christ, 
/? 



Mopsksgpc Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 



^icap&r Clergy 



182950 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

V 000062 



TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 



REDACTED 

Monsignor Craig 

Adjustments in Living Allowance Provided for Priests on Administrative Leave 
22 December 2004 



As yon know, REDACTED . recently approved an adjustment in the living allowance for 
priests on administrative leave who are not living in ecclesiastical housüıg. 

Please arrange for the following adjustments to be made: 

Reverend Sean Cronin raise toj 

REDACTED 



Thank you. 

^REDACTED REDACTED 
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CONFEDENTIAL & PPJVILEGED 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT WORK PRODUCT 

January28, 2005 

Canonical Investigation of Fatiıer Sean Cronin 
Iııterviewee: REDACTED 
Interviewer: REDACTED 

On January 28, 2005 : REDAC "[ ED REDACTED was contacted at the San Femando 
Mission and provided the following information: 

He is Timothy Cardinal Manning's biographer and knew the Cardinal very well. He 
provided the appointment book for Manning for the year 1977 noting that Manrhng had 
an open door policy for priests and thus saw many men who might not be noted in the 
appointment book. When he observed the 10:30 appointment for March 4 for Fr. Sean 
Cronin he opined the appointment took place or else Cronin's name would have been 
crossed out. He provided a copy of the pertinent page and the fibrst page of the book both 
of which ar e attached. 



REDACTED 
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STANDARD DIARY 




V 000065 
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] 977 63rd day - 302 days foüovv 
Purim 

REDACTED 



FRİDAY 



MARCH 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 

















— -REDACTED 
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May 13, 2006 



Persoııal and Confidential 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA.91325 



Dear Father Cronin: 

Thıs ıs to confirmmy receipt of your letter, dated 14 April 2006 responding to my earlier letter of 
13March2006. 

You expressed your desire to have the opening of the canonical trial regarding the allegations 
made a-ainst you deferred until the civil lawsuits have been conchıded. We wül respect this 
request a and place the matter on hold, informıng the Congregation for the Doctnne of the Faıth of 
this fact. Önce the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we wül then ımtıate the 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confırm that we have received your Mandate appointing Mr. REDACTED 
J.C.D., J.D. to represent you in any canonical proceeding. 

As vou may know, I will be completing my term of service as Vicar for Clergy at the end of Jnne. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who mil assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fiil you in this Easter season! 
Yours in Christ, 

/ '' • (_^f '■ ' - / 

MojnsignSr Craig A. Cox<'J.C.D. 
Viçar^for Clergy 

cc: REDACTED 182902 
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OFÎTCE OF ASSISTANCE M3NISTRY 




T0: REDACTED 

FROM: 
RE: 

DATE: .May 3, 2004 

Thank you for agreeing to provide service to the above-named indİYİdual. I am enclosing 
the fbllo-vraıg: Archdiocesan Guidelines fbr Pastoral Outreaoh to Victim-Survivors of 
Clergy Sexual Misconduct, Survivors of Ctergy Abuse Initial Treatment Plan, Patient 
Release Form, and the Psychotheıapevrtic Service Pıovider Infomıation Form- . 

So that my Office can monitör the progress of those we refer for covmselrag, we ask that 
you please cooperate mth the following: 

1. Initial Treatment Plan : 

Please cbmplete and retum the attached form by the third -visit itte been 
designed fbr efficient time management Remember to incinde a copy of your 
Release of Information form for bur records. 

2. Progress Reports : 

We recfuire you to complete progress reports everv ten s essions. My Office mil 
send you a short form for this pıirpose when it is time for a progress report 

3. Final Summarv Report : 

This form mil be sent to you when you notify my Office you are planning to 
terminate treatment 

4. Confidentiatitv : 

We understand the importance of confidentjality if you are to develop and 
maintain a healthy alliance mth your patients. However, I do ask that you; 
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Memorandum to 
Date May 3, 2004 
Page2 



A. Focus treatment an deüiing tvith reco'very ftom the clergy abuse; 

B. Notify me if you need a Child Abuse Report or a Duty to Warn Report; 

C. Notify me if suicide potenüal is a serious concem; 

D. Keep me informed of any important problems as they arise. 
5. Reimbursement for Services : 

The agreed fee for services wifl be determirıed between the Assistance Ministry OfEce 
CoordmaiDrandmetherapistregardtogmeparticularclient. We do not assume 
responsibilityfor payntertfor late cancellaüons or "no shows"for appointments. Any 
billine for Üleşe sttuations should be made to the mdbddual in tlıerapy, Pkase inciude 
your Social Security number or Tax 1D.# on the bili, and send it in a timely maniler to. my 
office. 

Please enclose a copy of your curricuhrm Vita, copy of your license, and cunent 
malpractice insuranoe. 

If you bave questions, I can be reaohed aREDACTED 

IlookforwardİD'Workmgwithyou. . 



Enclosures (4) 



file or case u _ 



SURVTVOR 



SURVIVOR THERAPY SECORD 

REDACTED REDACTED 

JPHERAPIST 



DATE NITIAL MEMO AND TREATMENT PLAN SENT: 



■5~ 7 3-py 



DATE MTIAL TREATMENT PLAN AND RELEASE RECEIVED £-(- C-f 
START THERAPIST PROGRESS KEPORTS DATE 



PROGRESS REPORT #1 REOUEST SENT ff-V-p/ RECEIVED >Q~ /S-'O^f 

PROGRESS REPORT #2 REQUEST SENT ; RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT #3 REOUEST SENT ^_ RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT #4 REOUEST SENT . RECEIVED , 

PROGRESS REPORT #5 REQUEST SENT RECEIVED ■ 

PROGRESS REPORT #6 REOUEST SENT 'RECEIVED 



FİNAL SUMMARY REQUEST SENT 



SURVTVOR EVALUATION REQUEST SENT 



Therapist Address: 



RECEIVED 
"RECEIVED 
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I know that Msgr. Cox left for his annual retreat and is out of the office now. I have no 
knowledge of any of the priests process . 



I wanted to let you kaow that I hope you got started wi' 
ifit'shelpful, Sri 

— — Original Message — 
From: VVebmaster 
' Se nt; Wednesday, May 19, 2004 9;05 AM 

Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 



l'm forwarding your message to Assistance Minister Sr| 
Msgr. Cox's office. l'm praying for everyone Invoived. *j 



'intherapy. Letmelmow 



fwith a copy to 




^rcnoıöcBse 



ıgeles 




Frorofl 

Sent: VVednesday, May 
To: VVebmaster 

Please forvvard this to somebody y/ho cares. 



Date: Wed, 19 Ma y 2004 05:57:22 -0700 (PDT) 
From j 

Subjeci: ^aüterT aeanTTroriin 
To: MsgrCACojj 

Dear Msgr, Cox, 

As yon probably aîıeady know, 1 met with|BHBIBHWie 

Special Investigator. î cameto Los Angeles at tay ovra time and 
expense to meet with him. I did what you asked me to do, I feel 
it's only fair that you teli me what has beeri done about Sean 
Cronin. What was the result of the investigation ??? İs Sean 
Cronin going to be removed or has he been removed ??? Is ûıe 
Archdioçeşe going tc ı_honor the " Zero Tolerance " policy ??? 

Healing also begins with cornmunioation Msgi. Please give me an 
answer. I deserve that nmch. Please let me kno"w. 

Thank you. 
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SURVIVOES OF ABUSE 
INITIAL TREATMENT PLAN 
(Please Type or Print) 

PatientName:_REDACTED DOB: 

Date of Fiıst Visit: )'' ' ' ■ 

REDACTED ' 



REDACTED 
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Office of 
Vlcar for Ciergy 
S 13) 637-7Z84 



34Z4 

AMIshire 

Boutevard 



Los Angeles 

Callrbrnla 

90010-2202 



July 13, 2004 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
O ur Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

DearFather Cronin: 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difhcult time. If I can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confırm in wıiting the essential content of our meeting today. I iudicated to you 
that, since the fıliag of the two lawsmts alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary investigation was înitiated inaccord with canon 1717. I explained that, ia the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to intervievy the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further hıvestigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor yery nruch wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present ai that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interviç-vv as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you.- Initialîy, the Board recommended you be maintained in nnnistry 
as the investigation commenced. İh its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mâhony has approved the Board' s recommendation- The leave. 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not invoîve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a resuli of the progress of 
the preliminary investigation, a formal canonical process is wananted. After you have the 
opportunity to be intervie^-ed^ the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostohc Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tuteîa. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
nnfolds and leads to a final determirıation. 

Dnring this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public rmnistry vrâthout my specrfic 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 



f-Tıivcraî Reslons: Our Latiy of the Anseis San Fernartdo San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Durhıg your administrative leave., yon are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parisli 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your' salary and benefîts will be paid by üıe Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdiocese also reimburge you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During tbis traumatic time, let me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you m dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entaîls. 



Agaûij please know that you are in my prayers. 
blessings you need! 



Yours in Christ, 




May the Lord gtdde and strengthen you wifh fhe 



CCI 006209 



RCALA001776 



TO: File 

KROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14July2004 



Last niğht I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a fiineral on Friday morning for a family fhat specifLcally 
asked far him. The Pastor is on vacation. and fhe Associate just arrived in the parish." For Father 
Cronin not to do tMs fiineral wotıld cause distress and ıaise questions. He asked abont 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the siraation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish • 
before we make our weekend annonncements, I told him I would consnlt. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony and^^^^^^VBoth agreed with.me fhat it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle meBmerailıtogies. I inforrned Father Cronin of this by 
phone this morning. 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 
FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 



Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 




Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

29 June 2004 



The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 



J>£Î)A€TO 



ha late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a üst of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' .attorneys. Two individuals were Hsted as plaintiffs. The brief sffinmaries on 
the list indicated that one of the yonng men (<fl0HI||^ was alleging serkras abuse över a 
period of many years (1968-1977) b eginnirıg with the ass ignment of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant (HH^HIHİP alleged less egreğiotıs but stili ahusive 
activities from 1979-1982, begiıraing at St. Monica's. When informed that these two individuals 
were prospectiveplamtiffs, Father Cronin denied atıy misconduct. That deoiai was reiterated in a 
letter fironıf^JU^Father Cronin's âttomey,. in December of 2003 . 

In December of 2003, lawsuits were fiİed hy the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and Janıiary 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made at Father Cronin's parish on the weekend of 
January 3 1 - February 1 , 2004, informing the people that he had been accttsed by two 
individuals. 



On April 16, 2004^HHHBBbanonical auditor, interviewed Mr.^mHe described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 
takmeMm to a movie that involved scenes of homosenıal activity. Accofding to Mr. 
^^H^^B, Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and fciss him on the cheek Eventually he clairns 
that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though wirhout using his tongue. MrJ 
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Memorandum JRegarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Page 2 



cLaims that foally^rıoneoccasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apparent ly in an ear lier 
conversation M^Hm^had told Fr. Cronin he had a birthrnark there. Mr.fHB^ iîd 
not comply with~the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home imrnediately, which he did. 
This seyered the relationship. 



| followed up leads based on the statement ofMr.^mp* but the only sortof 
corroborating iofotmation he could obtain were verifications that Fr. Cronin and Mx{ 
had spent a lot of time together. 

D^iter^eated efforts, we have not obtained the mitten quesüonnaire from the other plamtiff, 
^^^^^^^^>r bis written statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Board diş cussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Ûther means to try to 
corroborate the claims of 3V^B MB^were considered but offer Httle prospect of success. If 
the claims of Mf^m^are accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional 
behavior on the part of Fr, Cronin and apattern of regular and seriöus crossing of boundaries. A 
few things, such as the reguest that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited Mss on 
the Iips, even though not "French Mssing," cross över the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minör is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "groornrng." 

The Board has been advised that at this point the evidence is most likelv insufficient to convict 
Fr. Cronin if this case were to be brought to a canonical Mal. However, it appears to the 
fflggbers flıatÂ5§B|J^jji^llegations are credible., The claims he makes are "restrained." If 



he was simply inventing charges he cotıld have claimed far more eğregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violatiöns at Marymount and his 
diföculties with alcohol were ali considered and conüibute to the föllowing recommendations: 




4' 



That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunityto £ espond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information wMch, in my an JHfl|H^p 

judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by tteBoard^hat 
he be placed on admimstrative leave whüe the investigatiori continües. In accord with 
policy, an announcement w ould be made at Fr. Cronin's parish . 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB rneeting. 

That further efforts be made to interviev 



cc: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



> 
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ROCHESTER TREATMENT 
CENTER 
4800 - 48* Street, N.E. 

P.O. Box 954 
Rochester, MN 55903 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 



March 8, 2002 



"îte înSîjraEtioa hss besn discîosed îo ytm S -scz?İb prsîrrtsd e-, PedsaS 
cesfi&Eiİalfty raîes (42 CFR, Par» 2)." Hı>. Vodcr-1 ırlk r r?v- ücra 
tnsîdr.g arsy fürijer diseksui^ of tiis biö-saîion ur!:;:; : r .' .. 

or ^iacars say ülcolıci c-r dra a tbuse paticnı. 



î ıs 
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His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahoney 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 



Confidentîal 
Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 



Your Eminence: 



We are pleased to report IhatF&ther Sean Croni&has satisfectorily completed the third 
and final phase of his recovery program at Guest House, February25 to 28, 2002. 
During his formal treatment and Continuing Car^$ we have witnessed the emergence of 
a dedicated priest who is committed to the goal of long-term quality sobriety. 

The primary focus of Father Cronin's Gontinuiag Care week was on reviewiag and 
revising his Continuing Care Plan. He had individual and group sessions witn the 
therapy staff, attended a nününüm of one AA meeting, and participated in group with 
Guest House primary elients. This afforded Father the ability to-talk about the 
ch'allenges and rewards of his recovery, He also participated in a group on spirituality. 

Father Cronin reports abstinence since diseharge and attendance at AA meetings on a 
weekly basis. He do es have a sponsor who he sees on a regular basis. He is also 
attending priests ' meetings within the Archdiocese. 

Physically, Father is in overall good physical health and is fol!owing up with his 
physician on a regular basis. He appears to be very grateful for sobriety, and he is 
utilizing the tools of recovery. Overall, I am very pleased with ûıe progress. Father 
Cronin has made. 

I have enelosed a copy of his Continuing Care Plan for your review, as you can see it is 
very comprehensive. While this coneludes our formal interaction with Father Cronin, 
we hope he will stay in touch with us as a part of his ongq0$ recovery. By copy of 
this letter, v/e remind Father of his coramitment to sobriety and recovery. 

Your Eminence, thank you for your ongoing support of Father Cronin and the Guest 
House mission. If you have any questions regarding this correspondence or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contaetme. 

Respectfully yours, 




JMR/dlp 




RECEÎVED; 

M AR 2 1 700?-. • 
BY: 



CCI 006213 



REDACTED # Ar 
From: REDACTED - — r^--— 

Senl: REDACTeÎ^MI^^H^^ €. /y*^<İZ- 

Sufajecfc Misconduct • - >f 

Dear REDACTED 7 
] ! hve often pondeıed jf I shoul'd have reported what I felt was misconduct by a priest before now I only 
dıd not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsıble for his behavior towards me. I befriended the priest in question when I was a senior in Kgh 
scnool. I was gomg through a difficult time eoming to terms with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of substance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meeting with me on a 
regular basış to talk aböut my problems and God. He^uld pick me up at my parents house on a weekly 
basış and we would go to dînner, where we drank alcohol, and then retum to Ms residence to talk 
Agaın, he always served me and Mmself alcohoL Our sessions often tunıed to discussions about sex I 
remember Hm being very interested in the subjecL At the end of our meeting we would hng He then 
started kissmg me on the Eps. I was starüed. He told me mat in european oultures tMs was acoeptable 
betvveen mea He was Irisk He once took me to A Dutch filin that dealt wim a youn° mamvho was ' 
corrfrontmg his homosexuality. He felt that it ıvas a film I should see. It did have sexual content with "ay 
S6 Î' mcldent for me w vhen I had told him that I had a birthmark on my penis. One night he 

asked ıf he could see it I became angry and told Hm I never wanted to see hım again. I was crushed. I 
felt that I had caused mis. He betrayed my trast. I honestly feel mat tms would have and could have 
developed mto a more serious situation had I had not put an end to it. Ifs rmportant to note mat mis ali 
began when I was 17 and ended when I was 1 8. What do you think ??? 

REDACTED 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger. Click Here 

W. 




REDACTED 




5/28/2002 
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MEMORANDUM CONFIOENTIAL 



To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 
From: Monsignor Richard Loomis 
Date: Wednesday, November 17, 1999 
Re: Father Sean Cronin 



Father Cronin is cormng to see you. I believe yom appointment is November 22. 

To recap: Three young men brought forward allegations of sexual harassment concerning 
Father Cronin. Their only connection seerûs to be Father Cronin and parucipation as 
volunteer "assistant chaplains " By sexual harassment I mean unv/anted attentions, 
words and touches. There was also some concern expressed by the students (and by 
flH^HHHfe^ at father Cronin might have a drinking problem, possibly 
compounded by prescription medication tbat he is taking. 

When we presented their report verbally to Father Cronin, he described much the same 
words and actions but from a very difFerent point of view. He claimed tbat his 
motivation was to be affirming and snpportive to students who were challenged. He 
characterized the students at Marymount as needing extra encouragement. He also 
revealed tbat he took medication to deal with insomnia and aroriety tbat might have given 
the impression to some that he had been drinking. 

□ The first outcome we hope wül come from your appointment with Father Cronin 
is to bring the matter oııt of the legal realm and into the realm öf the relationship 
between a diocesan bishop and his priest. While we desired to handie the matter 
pastorally with appropriate concern forboth Father Cronin and the young people, 
Father escalated the matter by introducing a civil lawyer who beğan interpreting 
everything in legal terms (e.g., allegations, reports and concems snddenly became 
"serious charges")- ■ 

□ We do not think that Father Cronin intended to make any sexual advances 
toward these yonng me n nor are they chargüıg him with doing şp j 

■^■BBüHmi^ 1 m & I reviewed both the allegations and Father Cronin' s 
"response. We feel thatFather Cronin did not intentionally make sexual advances or 

overtures to the students involved. Hovvever, the students did sense tbat Father 

crossed appropriate bonndaries. Their presentation was authentic and very credible. 

Because of the introduction of the attorney, we never had the opportuniry to say mis 

to Father Cronia 
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. Famer Cronin, by his own accounting, has a verv "touchv-feelv" stvle. He sees this 
asbeingvery affinningtothestudents. REDACTED andl 
believe that this is the crnx of the nrisunderstaading between fhe students and Father 
Cronin. His style may have been well accepted in the 1 980's. However, people in 
the late 1990's have a much clearer sense of their boundaries and are more apt to 
reacttoasensenfhmmdajvvinlation. Hence, onr recommendation that Father 
work witbREDACTED in an edncational proceâs on boundary issues. ' 
Our goal is to prevent misunderstanding in the firture by heightening Fatheı Cronin's 
sensitivny to others' perceptions of appropriate boundaries. 

d Third, f or Father Cronin's Tvelfare as yreü as the safety of others, -we feel that 
there must be a thorongh review of any possibility of snbstance abuse. İtoctor 
R EDACTED ıas told us that some ficulry members have mentioned that they have 
smelled alcohol on Father Cronin's breath. Two of the stndents in this instance also 
mentioned alcohol. REDACTED has saidthatotherpriests have commentedto 
him Ihat Father Cronin mav have a problem -<m&. drinking. We asfc that Father Cronin 
workw»REDACTED 

'in this area, as well as cooperate in a competsnt 
psychiatrist reviewing his medications in the light of any potenrial of problem 
dıİDMng. 

a Fourth, we feel that there is a need for Father Cronin to work throngh the 
emotional issues rising from this intervention with a therapist. We also believe 
that working -vvith a therapist to help uncover the underlymg reasons for crossing 
boundaries with the se yomı g men is essentiaL We believe this -vvoık can be done on 
an ontpatient basis. ^J^Father Cronin has made it knoıvn throngh his attorney and 
a Marymount College tmstee that he is terrifiedof being sent to Sarat Lute Institute. 
We have neyer mentioned this to Mm, not even as a possibility.) 

□ Fifth, these ma tters need to be addressed out of the contest that has led Father to 
this situation. Marymount College is open to a transfer effective at the end of mis 
term (February). We agree that a new assjgnment would be beneficial and provide a 
fiesh point of view from which Father Cronin could addreSs his issues. He has been 
in this assignment too long and has developed some habits that are provinğ 
problematic. A new environment is indicated. 

If you wish me to sit in on the appomtment with you, please let me know. 
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27 July 2010 



ftost Reverend Pietro Sambi 
postolic Nunciature, 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687 



RE: Letter to His Erninence 

Cardinal William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith-CDF Prot. No. 782/2004-22 1 04 



Your Excellency: 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, from Cardinal Roger Mahony. 

I would respectMly request that yon kindly fonvard the enclosed letter to the Congregation. 

I am very grateful for your assistance in this matter. May the Lord continne to bless yon and your 
ministry. 

Sincerely .yours in Christ, 




Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Enclosure 



Pastoral Reglons: Our Lady of the Angels San Femando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



Shipment Receipt 



Transaction Date: 
Tracking Number: 



U Âddress Information 



Ship To: 
REDACTED 

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
WASHİNGTON DC 200083610 
Telephone:21 36377888 

Dotıırn A y-I m o ■ 

REDACTED 

ARCHDIOCESE OF L.A. 
3424 VVilshire Blvd 
4th Floor 

Los Angeles CA 900102241 
TeIephone:21 3-637-7888 



27 Jul 2010 
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Ship From: 
REDACTED 

AKCHDIOCESE OF LA. 
3424 VVilshire Blvd 
4th Floor 

Los Angeles CA 900102241 
Telephone:21 3-637-7888 



fU Package Information 



VVeight 



Dimensions/ Declared 
Packaging Value 



1. 0.5 Ibs UPSLetter 
(Letter biilable) 



1 USD 



Reference Numbers 

CostCenter- 00040 

Reference # 2 - CDF.Prot No. 782/2004- 
22104 



3j UPS Shipping Service and Shîpping Options 



Service: 

UPS 2nd Day Air 

Guaranteed By: 1 

End of Day Thursday, 7/29/201 

Shipping Fees Subtotal: 

Transportation 
Fuel Surcharge 
Deciared Value 



16.42 USD 

15.20 USD 
1.22 USD 



Package 1 



0.00 USD 
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Shippeı-s Account X0081 8 
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90010-2202 



VOTUM OF THE BISHOP OF INCARDINATION 
CARDINAL ROGER M. MAHONY 



23 July2010 



His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI 



RE: Sean Cronin 

Petition for Dispensation from the Obligations of Priesthopd and Celibacy 



Your Holiness: 

It is with deep sadness that I write to you regarding the petition of Sean Cronin requesting 
a dispensation from the obhgation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation from the 
obligation of clerical ceübacy. 

Sean Cronin, born 26 October 1943, was incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
Ireland, and was ordained to the diaconate on 7 Octöber 1967. The archdiocesan 
seminary council reçommended that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of 
priesthood due to fears overhomosexual tendencies. 

For a time Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met ând was 
învited by the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, to come to 
his Archdiocese. On 13 June 1973, he was excardinated from the Archdiocese of Dublin 
and mcardinated into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. On 8 September 1973, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

During the year^b^|^^^^^3wCronnı^ assignments in our 

Archdiocese. ^I^^^^HI^^^^^^^^^I^^^^Hl^^H^I^^BBH^HHMMl 
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In 2003 I received notice that a Mr. BHHHf 1 ^ filed suit against the Archdiocese 
charging that Father Cronin had perform ed egregious sex ual acts upon him whild^HB 
was stili a minör. In that same year a M^^Mpfiled charges of a similar 
nature. I initiated an investigation accordmgtotiî?norn^flaw and detennined that the 
reports bore a semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, I 
provided a detailed report to the Congregation for the Docrrine of the Faith, and was ' 
authorized to conduct a penal judicial process to determine guilt or innocence on the 
charge of sexual abuse of a minör. Meanwhile, on 13 July 2004, Father Cronin was 
placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay in the trial pending the outcome. of law suits against the 
Archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical 
counsel, he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and voluntarily to petition 
Your Holiness for a dispensation from ali the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

The allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubledJife, dating back to his 
seminary days and lasting throughout his years of active ministry. Writing to my 
Promoter of Justice, the present Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that, due to homosexual tendencies, 
Sean Cronin not be promotedloroiesüıood. Subsequently, evidence of these homosexual 
tendencies appears in Dr.|m^^^:eport and in the reports of the students 
themselves. Added is the aggravating circumstance of alcohol abuse while engaged in 
the public exercise of priestly ministry. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse of minors which bear a 
semblance of truth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitable candidate for the 
priesthood, and is presently not suited for active ministry. It would be for the good of the 
Church and for Father Cronin's own good if he were to be returned to the lay state. For 
this reason, I hereby offer my Votum in favor of granting this petition. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 



Yours in Christ, 




Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Archbishop 

(ZI3) 637-7288 



3424 
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90010-2202 



23 July 2010 



His Hminence, 

Cardinal WilHam J. Levada, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
PiazzaDelS.Ufficio, 11 
00120 VaticanCity 
EUROPE 



Re: Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 
Rev. Seân Cronin 

Accused of Graviora Delicta. 



Your Eminence: 



iğ, ■ 



I write to you concerning developments in the above referenced câse of Reverend Sean 
Cronin. İn the interests of completeness, information already inchıded in my origrnal 
report to the Congregation may be repeated here. 

Sean Cronin, born 26 October 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland, 
and was ordained to the diaconate on 7 October 1967. The seminary council decided to 
dismiss him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexnal tendencies." 

For a tüne Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met the then 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him for service in 
his. Archdiocese. in 1972 he was assigned as a deacon to St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama 
City (V an Nuys). On 13 June 1973 he was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and on 8 September 1973 was ordained to the priesthood. 

Father Cronin had various assignments in the Archdiocese mcluding parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and chaplain/teacher at Marymount College in Rancho Palos Verdes, 
Xahfornia_He-spent-me-year0954-on^abbatical^t-Oxibrd-^^ 
the year 2000 was spent on sick leave. 




agaınst the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, charging that betvveen the years 1972 to 1977, 
while Yguado was stili a minör, Father Cronin perpetrated sexual acts on him. In the 
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same year the Archdiocese received notice. of a similar suit filed bj 
charging that, during the years 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cron in engaged him in sexual activityT" 
During part of the time in question, Mr. ^Hj^HHfevvould have been a minör at civil 
but not at canon law. ^^^^^^^ 

On 7 November 2003, 1 initiated a prelirninary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon 1717. In July 2004 1 detennined that the reports bore a semblance of truth, and, as 
mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, 1 coınmunicated the matter to 
meCongregationformeDoclıineoftheFaith. By letter dated 12 November 2005, the 
Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of arninor, and authorized apenal judicial process to determine the truth of 
the matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, ProLN. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on 
13 July 2004, Father Cronin was placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated 14 April 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Arehdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
se xual abuse. At the same time , he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 
^b^Him^IHHHHI^' to represent him as his Procurator and Advocate in the 
canonical proceedings. 

In due time Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consulting with canonical counsel, Cronin informed me of his decision to forego 
the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a dispensation 
from ali the obligations and rights of a presbyter. 

In my original report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case drawn 
from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Çuria at that time. Since then, additional 
information has come to hght which prompts my full support of Father Cronin' s decision. 

The three accusations of sexual misc onduct against Fath er Cronin are separated and 
unconnected. ^^^^^^^ 

On file in our Curia is a letter from the present Archbishop of 
lated 24 February 2006, outlining the sequence of events 
leading to the decision not to promote Sean Cronin to the order^f priMhood due to "a 
grave fear of homosexual tendencies." In the months succe«flidğ his dismissal from the 
seminary, the Archdiocese of Dubli n was approachgd_by_se veral diocesan bishops 
requesting Cronin' s excardination. (flfl^^^^^^^^P) responses were 
unambiguous: "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to the priesthood"; 
-I-earmot-gi^e-a-nz/tz'^ 




McQuaid's sucçessor granted excardination, with the caution, "the responsibility for 
ordairiing him will rest on the bishop who accepts him" (cf. attached letter). 



statement and was interviewed by a eanonical investigator. He described what he 
believed were sexual approaches by Cronin including an atte mpt to touch his buttocks. 
In a meeting with my Vicar for Clergy, in the presence ofDr. | " 
described Fr. Cronin's efforts "t o bit on him." T hese young ilen were tound to be 
credible. The third complamant|^J|jpfeclined repeated offers to be interviewed. 

Along with the allegations ofhomosexual behavior, Dr.^Hl^^eported that faculty 
members experienced smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin's breath in the public performance 
of priestly duties. One stud^treporte^aving a similar experience during class and 
while in Cronin's offiüc(^Hl^|0}reqücstcd Cronin's transfer to a dîfferent 
ministry. Father Cronin admits ta some of the behaviors described by the college 
students but denies sexual intşsnt. "As part of the intervention, Fr. Cronin was required to 
receive training in boundary issues, and in the years 2000-2001 he was treated for 
alcohol/substance abuse at Guest House, Rochester, Minnesota (Investigative Report 
pp. 8-13). 

Th e flflHH^H^^^^accusations involve the sexual abuse of minör boys. 
Reference is made here to a hand written letter dated 3 March 1977 b> 
.0HHB Fatner Cronin's Pastor, to Archbishop Manning regarding (îronın's^'ssöaH 

with young boys (c.f. Investigative Report, p. 5). That letter reads in full: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean (Cronin) you asked me twice about the 
question of reference to his association with boys in his room. I was tlıinking 
since about that matter. Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be 
better not to mention it. If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future. 



Sincerely, 
James 

Clearly, Cardinal Manning and SHi^^^vere gravely concerned över information 
that had surfaced abo ut Fr. Cronin's associaüon with boys in Cronin's private quarters. 

»judged that there was doubt about the matter. He concluded, "If 
ıs ıs a problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the future." 

fll^m^^^^H^bservation is importa nt in that the pro blem did arise later on in 
&e^PH^ndm|^P^ allegations. Mr. ^m^laims that while he was a 
minör, Father Cronin abused hitn sexually. The alleged abuse occurred "manv times över 
10 years," "three to five times a week for the first couple of years" and "approximately 
once a month" thereafter while the complainant was an altar boy. The abuse consisted in 
"mutual ejaculation," oral copulation, wrestling, "touching my anus," "simulated 
intercourse (över and under the clothes)," and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when 
we stayed at the rectory." 



In an intervi ew conducted by( 

Mrfl^^B repeated these and similar allegations. 



t on 30 June 2004, 

The acts are alleged to have occurred 



^ttHPfc 3 nome 311(1 in Cronin's residences at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City, 
St. Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles. (Cf. "The ' 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegationş against Father Sean Cronin," pp. 25- 
36.) Father Cronin denies the allegation completely. 

A baçkground check of MrSfep reveals that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and experienced other difficultieswith the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. These facts raise concem över his credibility and 
the details and scope of his allegation. Nonetheless, in hghtoffl^HH^|B^oncern 

över young boys in Fr. Cronin's room and the snbsequent(PJ|Jpallegatıa^it 

would be difficult to argue that the accuser's answers in the claimant quesüonnaire and 
his statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 

The third complainânt, Mr. describes a lengthy period of interaction 

between himself and Fr. Cronin while^HHBB^as a şenior and Cronin a teacher at 
St. Monica Ffigh School, Santa Monica. Ihe^relationship began with counseling sessions 
and deveipped into grooming behaviors such as the provision of alcohol, raising sexual 
topics in conversations, a nd taking the yo ung man to a movie that included homosexual 
activity. According to Mx(fgg/ğ^gf^T. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss 
him on the ch eek. Eventually Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. In one conversation 
^BBHHA shared with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth mark on his penis. CHI^I^Bi 
claims that Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr.^H^^did not comply with 
the request and asked that Fr. Cronin take himhome immediately. The incident severed 
the rfelationship. Interviews conductedbyM^BjP with other persons provide 
corroboration that Fr. Cronin and Mı^m^jjj^did spend time together. (Cf. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegationş against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14- 
25 :) Father Cronin denied any misconduct. 

Subsequenfiy, Mr.g|^m^sent an e-mail to Fr. Cronin via Msgr. Cox entitled, "My 
Pain." The e-mail reads in part; 'Tather Cronin, I can only imagine the pain and 
disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve' s must be going through. Let me 
teli you ab outmine." The purpose of the e-mail was to remind Fr. Cronin of the harm he 
r did to Mr. ^HHİ^HI 4 y ears earuer 5 Ü! e adverse effect that it is having on him and 
üs family, and t hat Fr. "Cronin owes it to him, his family and the church to teli the truth. 
Mr-^BBBBB^received psychological therapy arranged and paid for through the 
Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

There are marked similarities between thefll^BIB^™^ me ^BB^ allegationş. 
However, the Yguado allegation alone rises to the level of a delici, which if proven, 

-woröd-waırant-Sean-&onm^ — 

homosexual behavior and alcohol abuse, though very serious in themselves, would not 
necessarily warrant such a penalty. Nevertheless, taken cumulatively, the various 
allegationş against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life at odds with any form of 
priestly rninistry. Kjpr' these reasons, it is my judgment that Father Cronin is presently not 
suitable for priestly rninistry and will not be in the future. I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 
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It should be noted that ever since his removaJ from active ministry Father Cronin has 
enjoyed full support from the archdiocese. Ia the event that the Holy Father answers 
affirmatively to his petition, the Archdiocese agrees to provide for his immediate and 
transitional needs. 

Please find the following attachments; 

a) Father Cronin's signed petition addressed to the Holy Father requesting 
dispensation from ali clerical obligations, including celibacy; 

b) Father Cronin's Curriculum Vitae; 

c) Mandate for Father Cronin's Procurator/Advocate; * 

d) My Votum addressed to the Holy Father in support of Father Cronin's Petition; 

e) Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin; 

f) Letter from the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin: 24 February 2006. 

With kindest personal regards, I am ? 

Fratemally yours in Christ, " 




His Eminence 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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Petitioner: Reverend Sean Croniıı 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 



PETITION FOR DISPENS ATTON FROM ALLCLERICAL 
OBLIGATTONS, INCLUDING CELIBACY 

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of humility I come before you to ask that I be dispensed from ali clerical 
obligations, including celibacy. 

I ain a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. I attach a copy of my 
curriculum vitae to this petition. 

î am 66 years old. I was ordained in 1973 and was in active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles until My 13, 2004 when I was placed on admimstrative 
leave and enjoined from public ministry. This leave resulted from two allegations of 
sexual misconduct with minors wbich allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith authorized a canonical penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was given the choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to postpone it until after the civil suits had been settled. I elected 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced. 

After much thought, prayer and consultation with my canonical counsel, and faced 
with the fact that my active ministry as a priest is effectively över, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial and to voluntarily petition for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best interest of myself, the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started now could extend that time by years vvithout any assurance of 
what my position will be at the end of that trial and thereafter. At 66 and with some 
health conditions, I can now plan for my remaming years with some certainty about my 
future and my means of support if I no w mâke and am granted this petition. 

Aslang^our-HoHness-to4ook-favorably-upon-M 



Respectfully yours in Christ, 



Given in Los Angeles on this 
S'D d av of June.2010 




Reverend Sean Cromn 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 



DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in Califomia 


NAME OF ORDLNAKY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDF PROT. N. {ifavaiîable) 


782/2004-22104 


NAME OF CLERIC 


Rev. Sean Cronin 



PERSONAL 
DETATLS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


26 Octoberl943 


Age 




Ordinattan 


Deacon: 7 Oct 1967 
PıİESt 8 Sept 1973 


Years of ministry 




ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION 


Dublin, Ireland 


MINISTRY İN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in Califomia 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) M 
CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR % 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 



1972 



1973 



1973 



1975 



1977 



1977 



1979 



1979 



1982 



1984- 
2000 



1984 



1988 



1991 



1992- 
2000 



Parish 



St. Genevieve 



St. Genevieve 



St Andrew 



St. MonicrHigh School 



St. Monica Parish 



St Michaef High School 



St. Michaeİ Parish 



St Helen 



Marymouııt College 



Sts. Peter and Paul 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Location 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Pasadena, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



South Gate, Califomia 



Rancho Palös Verdes, CA 



Wilmington, Califomia 



Oxford University 



St. MargarSt Mary AIacoque 



Lomita, Califomia 



England 



Lomita, Califomia 



Appoinrment 



Deacon 



Parochial Vicar 




Incardinated in Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles on 13 June 1973 



Parochial Vicar 



Faculty 



Parochial Vicar 



Faculty 



Resident 



Resident 



Chaplain 



Resident 



Resident 



Sabbatical 



Resident (resumption) 
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2000 






Sick Leave 


2000 


Our Lady of Lourdes 


Nortbridge, Califömia 


Parochial Vicar 


2004 






Admiııistrative Leave 
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MANDATE 



Pursuaııtto Canon 1481 of the Coâe nf Cannn T.aw. T REVEREND 
SEAN CRONTN, hereby appoim REDA CTED tQ represent me as 

my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procurator in ali matters pertaining to my canonical 
status and positkm in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Califomia and to any 
investigation, legal process or other action of any kind mvolving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me, including any recourse taken from any such process or action. 



Dated: April 5, 2006 




Reverend Sean Crol 



I hereby accept tbe appointment set forth in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Croni 



om. 



Dated: April 5, 2006 
REDACTED 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
OF SEXÜAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



CONEIDENTIAL ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT ' ■ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN TfflS 36 PAGE REPORT AND THE ATTACHMENTS 
THERETO ARE CONSIDERED PRTVILEGED ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 



SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 



INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AND REPORTEB 

"RV 



REDACTED 



CCI 006230 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 

REDACTED 
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Petitioner: Reverend Sean Cronin 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 



PETİTİON FOR DISPENSATION FROM ALLCLERICAL 
OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING CELIBACY 

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of humility I come before you to ask that I be dispensed from ali clerical 
obligations, mcmding celibacy. 

lama priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. I attach a copy of my 
curriculum vitae to tbis petition. 

I am 66 years old. I was ordained in 1973 and was in active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles mitil My 13, 2004 when I was placed on administrative 
leave and enjoined from pnblic ministry. Tbis leave resulted from two allegations of 
sexual misconduct with minors which allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith authorized a canonical penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was given the choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to pöstpone it untü after the civil suits had been setûed. I eleeted 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced, 

After much thought, prayer and consultation with my canonical counsel, and faced 
with the fact that my active ministry as a priest is effectively över, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial and to voluntarily petition for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best interest of myself, the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started now could extend that time by years without any assurance of 
what my position will be at the end of that trial and thereafter. At 66 and with some 
health conditiorts, I can now plan for my remaining years with some certainty about my 
future and my means of support if I now maKe and am granted this petition. 

Askin g Your Holiness to look favorabl y upon this petition, I remain, 



Respectfully yours in Christ, 



Given in Los Angeles ön this 
S' D d ay of June, 2010 
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CURRICULUM VTTAE 



DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in Califomia 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDF PROT. N. (ifavailable) 


782/2004-22104 


NAME OF CLERIC 


Rev. Sean Cronin 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


26 Octoberl943 


Age 




OrdinatîoD 


Deacon:7 0ctI967 
Priest SSept 1973 


Years ofministry 





ORIGEVAL DIOCESE OF I N C ARD IN ATI ON 



MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



PROCURATOR (includa original sigııed mandate) *İ 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 



1972 



1973 



1973 



1975 



1977 



1977 



1979 



1979 



1982 



T98~<F 
2000 



1984 



1988 



1991 



Parish 



St. Genevieve 



St. Genevieve 



St Andrew 



Si. Monica-High School 



St. Monica Parish 



St. MichaeİHigh School 



St. Michael Parish 



St. Helen 



Marymount College 



Şts. Peter and Paul 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Oxford University 



992- 
2000 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Location 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Pasadena, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



South Gate, Califomia 



Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 



Wihnington, Califomia 



Lomita, Califomia 



England 



Lomita, Califomia 



Appointment 



Deacoıı 



Parochial Vicar 




Incardinated in Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles on 13 June 1973 



Parochial Vicar 



Facülry 



Parochial Vicar 



Faculty 



Resident 



Resident 



Chaplain 



Resident 



Resident 



Sabbatical 



Resident (resumption) 
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2000 






Sick Leave 


2000 ' 


Ouı Lady of Lourdes 


Northridge, Califomia 


Parochial Vicar 


2004 






Administrative Leave 
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MANDATE 



Pursuant to Canon 1 48 1 of the Code of Canon Law, I. REVEREND 
SEAN CROMN, hereby appointREDACTED to rep reseni me as 

my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procuratör in ali matters pertaining to my canonical 
status and position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Califomia and to any 
investigation, legal process or other action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me, including any recoürse taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: April5,2006 




Reverend Sean Crol 



I bereby accept the appointment set forth in the aboye Mandate of Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Dated: Anril5,2006 
REDACTED 
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INVESTIGATIVEREPORT 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



: CONEIDENTIAL ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT' 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED TN THIS 36 PAGE REPORT AND THE ATTACHMENTS 
THERETO ARE.CONSIDERED PRTVILEGED ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 



SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 



TNVESTTGATÎON CONDUCTED AND REPORTEB 
REDACTED 
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VOTUM OF THE BISHOP OF INCAPJDMATION 
Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 



July9, 2010 



BQs Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe. 

YourHoliness: 



It is with deep sadness that I mite to you regarding the petition of Sean Cronin 
reguesting a dispensation firom the obligation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation 
from the obHgation of clerical celibacy. 

Sean Cronin, born on October 26, 1943, was incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
Ireland, and was ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The archdiocesan 
seminary council recommended that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of 
priesthood due to fears över homosexual tendencies. 

For a time, Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal mim'stry in Africa. There, he met and was 
invited by the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, to come to 
his archdiocese. On June 13, 1973, he was excardinated from the Archdiocese of Dublin 
and incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. On September 8, 1973, be was 
ordained to the priesthood. 



During the years that followed, Father Cronin enjoyed various prigştly_aşsij 
archdiocese. 1 



ıents m our 



ta>ACTH> 



In 2003, 1 received notice that a Mr, 
charging that Father Crorhn had performeı 
was stili a rninor. In that same year a 




ad filed suit against the arch diocese 
us sexua j. acts upon him wMleVHH 
filed charges of a similar 



nature. I initiated an investigation according to the norm of law and detemıined that the 
reportş bore a semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, I 
provided a detailed report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and was 
authorized to conduct a penal process to determine guilt or innocence on the charge of 
sexual abuse of a minör. Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Father Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay in the trial pending the outcome of law suits against the 
archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical counsel, 
he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition Your 
Holiness for a dispensation from ali the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

The allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled Kfe, dating back to his 
seminary days and lasting throughout his years of active ministry. Writing to my 
Promoter of Justice, the present Archbishop of Dublin, Duirmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that, due to homosexual tendencies, 
Sean Cronin not be p romoted to pr iesthood. Subsequently, evidence of these homosexual 
tendencies appear in ^HHüB^report and in the reports of the students themselves. 
Added is the aggravating circumstance of alcohol abuse while engaged in the pubhc 
exercise of priestly ministry. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse of minors which bear a 
semblance of truth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitable candidate for the 
priesthood, and is presently not suited for active ministry. It would be for the good of the 
church and for Father Cronin's own good if he were to be retnmed to the lay state. For 
tbis reason, I hereby offer my Votum in favor of granting this petition. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



His Eminence 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 



July9, 2010 



His Eminence 

WilHam Cardinal Leveda, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
PiazzaDelS.Ufficio,ll. 
00120 Vatican City.. 

Re: REV. SEAN CRONIN 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

Your Emilence: 

I write to you concerning developments in the. above referenced case of Rev. Sean 
Cronin. İn the interests of completeness, införmation already included in my original 
report to the Congregation may be repeated here. 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland, 
was ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The serninary council decided to 
dismiss him from the serninary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". 

For a time Deacon Cronin e'xercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met the then 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him for service in 
his Archdiocese. in 1972, he was assigned as a deacon to St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama 
City (Van Nuys). On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and on September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

Father Cronin had various assignments in the archdiocese including parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and chaplain/teacher at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California. He spent the year 1991 on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Part of 
the year 2000 was spent on sick leave. 




against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, charging that between the years 1972 to 1977, 
while stili a min ör, Father Cronin perpetrated sexual acts on him. In the sam e year the 
Archdiocese received notice of a similar suit filed by^PIHH^B^B^^^S^S ^ aa ^' 
during-&e-years4-97-9402İ^^^ 

the time in question, Mı^^m^v/ould have been a minör at civil but not at canon 
law. 

On November 7, 2003, 1 initiated a preliminary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon 1717. In July 2004, 1 determined that the reports bore a semblance of truth, and, as 
mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, 1 communicated the matter to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, dated November 12, 2005, the 



Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minör, and authorized a panel process to determine the truth of the 
matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on My 
13, 2004, Fr. Cronia was placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin was notifıed of the pending action. In a hand mitten letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated April 14, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
sexual abuse. At th e same time, he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 
HmHBiM, to represent him as his Frocurator and Advocate in the 
canonical proceedings. 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consulting with canonical counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to 
forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a 
dispensation from ali the obligations and rights as a presbyter. T]^Mch^GC£S^3^s&4^ 
jpiffiyİdejpj^hisJeHrıediate and ü^nsjiioBarTîgBd^. 

In my original report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case drawn 
from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then, additional 
informationhas come to light whichprompts my Mİ support of Father Cronin's decision. 

The three accusations of sexual misconduct agai nst Father Cronin are separated and 
unconnectec 



dated, February 24, 2206, outlining tne sequence ot evenıs 
leading to the decision not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of priesthood due to "â 
grave fear of homosexual tendencies". In the months su cceeding his dismi s sal fr om the 
seminary, the Archdiocese of Dubl in was approached b j 
requesting Cronin's excardination.J^B|^U^H^^^responseswere 
unambiguous; "I could not in conscıence agree to his being advanced to the priesthood'' 
"I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any diocese". In 1 972,J^BH^H 
M^luccessor granted excardination, with the caution, "the responsibility for 
ordaioirıg lıim will rest on the bishop who accepts him"(c.f. attached letter). 



REDACTED 



Tho(|^^0BBd0HH^lB^ccusations involve the sexual abuse of minör boys. 
Reference is made here to a hand written letter dated March 3, 1977, by 
0Bm£Father Cronin's Pastor, to Archbishop Manning regarding Fr. Cronin's 
associatıon with young boys (c.f. Investigative Report, p.5) That letter reads in fiili: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean (Cronin) you asked me twice about the question of 
reference to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that matter. 
Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to mention it. If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the fiıture. 

Sincerely, 



Clearly, Cardinal Manning and flH||HHlfcwere gravely coneerned över information 
that had surfaced about Fr.Cronin s associatıon with boys in Cronin's private quarters. 
0^^HHHHft u dged that there was doubt about the matter. He concluded; "If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the fiıture". 




abservation is^İmportant in that the problem did arise in thel 
anciHHHH^allegations. Mr. flHHHPplai 1115 mat while a minör, Father Uronrn 
abusedhnx^exualiy. The alleged abıSeoccurred "many times över 10 years", "three to 
five times a week for the first couple of years" ând then "approximately once a month" 
thereafter while the complainant was an altar boy. The abuse consisted in "mutual 
ejaculation", oral copulation, wrestling, "touching my anus", "simulated intercourse (över 
and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the 
rectory". 

In an interview conducted by Canonical Auditor, 4HHHHBP n •^ une 30 ' 2004, Mr. 
ı-repeated4hese-and-similar-allegations^hese-acts-are-alleged4 




lome and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. 
Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and, St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles, (cf. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp.25-36) 
Father Cronin denies the allegation totally. 

A background check °fdH^R ırevea ^ s tûat ^ e was conv icted of a felony (violence), 
and experienced other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 




admits to promiscuous relationships. These facts raise concem över (mm^credibility, 

and the details and scope of his allegation. Nonetheless, in light of j 
concem över young boys in Fr. Cronin's room, and the subsequentı 
allegation, it would be difficult to argue that the accuser's answers in the claimant 
questionnaire and his statement to the canonical investigator are a eouaptele fabrication. 

The third complainant, ]vfr.^H(||^^describes a lengthy period of interaction 
betv/een himself and Fr. Cronin wMl<jBMH^ was a senior and Father Cronin was a 
teacher at St. Monica's High School, Santa Monica. The relationship began with 
counseling sessions and developed into grooming behaviors including being provided 
with alcohol, raising sexual topics in c onversations, being taken to a movie that included 
homosexual activity. According to Mr. JBHHB^ 1 - Cronin would gaze into his eyes 
and kiss him on th e cheek. Eve ntually, Fr. Gronin kissed him on the mouth. İh 
im ı ıhını Ih MjUm^ h m ıl with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth rnarkonlns^ 
penis^^BHIKlaims that Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr.^HHİH^ 
did not comply with the request and asked that Fr. Cronin take him home i mmediatery. 
The incident severed the relationship. Interviews conduçtedby^^J(||^^vith other 
people provide corroboration that Fr. Cronin and MrflflHlIlH^lid spent time/ 
together. (cf. "The Investigative Report of Sp:ual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean 
Cronin", pp. 14-25) Father Crofrin denied any misconduct. 



Subsequently, Mr^fllH^ent 311 email to Fr. Cronin via Msgr. Cox entitled, "My 
Parn". The email reads in part: "Father Cronin, I can only imagine the pain and 
disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be going through. Let me 
teli you abo ut mine". T he purpose of the e-mail was to rernind Fr. Cronin of the harm he 
did to Mr. ^HHI^B^ years earlier, the adverse effeçt that it is hâving on himself 
and his fa müy, and tha t Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the church to teli the 
truth. Mr.^lHlH^ec^ed psychological therapy arranged and paid for through the 
Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

v« ... 

There are mar ked sirn ilarities betv/een the Sm^nd tht^P^^Jllegations. 

However, the^HB^ aue S a tion alone rises to the level of a delict, which if proven, 
would warrant Sean Cronin's removal from the clerical state. The allegations of 
homosexual behavior and alcohol abuse, though very serious in themselves, would not 
necessarily warrant such a penalty. Nevertheless, taken cumulatively, the various 
allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life at odds with any form of 
priestly mim'stry. For these reasons, it is my judgment that Father Cronin is presently not 
suitable for priestly ministry and will not be in the future. I wholeheartedly support his 
-petit-İ0n4ö-tiıe4îoly-Father-for-a-retam4o4he4ay-sta^^ 



It should be noted that ever since his removal from active nünistry Father Cronin has 
enjoyed full support from the archdiocese. In the event that the Holy Father answers 
affirrnatively to his petition, the archdiocese agrees to provide for his immediate and 
transitional needs. 



RCALA001809 



Please £Lad the follo"Wİag attachments; 

a) Father Cronin' s signed petition. addressed to the Holy Father requesting 
dispensation from ali clerical obligations, including celibacy. 

b) Father Çronin's Curriculum Vitae 

c) Mandate for Father Çronin's Procurator/Advocate 

d) My Votum addressed to the Holy Father in support of Father Çronin's Petition. 

e) Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin. 

f) Letter from the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin: 24 February 2006. 

Thank yon for your assistance in this difBcult matter. 

v 

Sincerely yours in Christ ' ; . 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony '»* ^ 
Archbishop of Los Angeles: 

• 

v. 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHİNGTON, D.C. 20008-3610 



Apostolic Nunciatuee 
Uotted States of America 



18260 



February 17, 2011 



No. 



This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Ansıoer 




Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 9001 0-2241 

Dear Fathe^m^j^ 

I acknowledge your kind letter of February 9, 201 1, with enclosure. 

Rest assured that the documentation pertaining to Reverend Sean Cronin 
(CDF Prot. No. 782-2004) has been fonvarded through the diplomatic pouch to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 




Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 




3424 

WIlshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 
Callfomla 
900 10-2241 



9February 2011 



Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687 



RE: Letter to His Eminence 

Cardinal William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

The Reverend Sean Cronin - CDF Prot. No. 782/2004 



Your Excellency: 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 

I would respectfully request that you kindly fonvard the enclosed letter to the Congregation. 

I am very grateful for your assistance in this matter. May the Lord continue to bless you and y 
rninistry. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Enclosure 



Pastoral Regions: 



Our Lady of the Angels 



San Fernando San Cabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 




3424 

VVllshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Cailfornia 

90010-2241 



9Febnıary2011 



His Eminence 

William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Palazzo del S. Ufizio 
00120 Citta del Vaticano 



RE: The Revered Sean Cronin - CDF Prot. No. 782/2004 
Your Eminence: 

Enclosed pleaşe find the Mly executed rescript for Sean Cronin dated 26 January 201 1. 
With gratitude and esteem, I am 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Delegate of the 



op of Los Angeles 



Enclosure 



Pastoral Reglons: Our Udy of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA F1DEI 



Ptot. N. 782/2004 

Angelorum in Cdlifornia 
( Los Angeles, U.S. A. ) 

. D.nus Sean CRONIN, ptesbyter huius atddioecesis, humiliter 
petit dispensationem ab omnibus oneribus sacrae Ofdinationi conesis 



Summus Poîıtifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 
Die 10 m. Decembris a. 2010 

habita telatione de casu a Congregatione pro Dortrina Fidei, 
precibus ptaedicti sacerdotis annuit iuxta seguentes tationes: 

1. Dispensationis Rescriptüm a -competenti Ordinario oratori quamp:rimum 
notincandum est 

a) Eius effectum sortitur a momento nottficationis; 

b) Rescriptum amplectitur inseparabiliter dispensatioııeııı a sacîo coelibatu et simul 
amissionem status clericalis. Nunquam otatori fas est duo illa elementa seiungete., 
seu prius accipeîe et alterum fecusare; 

c) Si veıo otator est teligiosus., Rescriptum concedit etiam dispensationem a toüs; 

d) Idemque insuper secumfett, quatenus opus sit, absolutionem a censutis. 

2. Notificatio dispensationis fieri potest Tel personaliter ab ipso Ordinario eiusre 
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuatium Tel per "epistulas praescriptas" (registered). 
Otdinarius unum exemplar restituete - debet rite ab oiatote subsignatum ad fidem 
receptionis. Resctipti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdem praeceptoıum. 

3. Notitia concessae dispensationis adnotetut in Libris baptizatotum patoeciae 
oratoris. 

4. Quod attinet, si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici ma trim onii, applicandae 
sunt notmae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Otdinarius Teto cutet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum otatori rite notificare, hunc enixe 
hottetuf, ut Tİtam Populi Dei, ratione congfuendi cum noTa eius TİTendi condicione, 
parücipet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur. 
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a) Sacerdos dispensatus eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali propria, dignitates et officia 
\Ş ¥% f% f% ^cckşiaftka; ceteris oblivationibus cum statü clericali conexis non amilius 

b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac prvpterea nequit homiliam habere, nec potest offıcium gerere directimm in ambitu 
pastorali neve munere administratoris parvedalis fungi; 

c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aeauiparatis. İn aliis Institutis 
studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab Auctoritate eccksiastica, munere 
directivo fungi nequit; 

d) in aliis vero Institutis studiorum pradus superioris ab Auctoritate eccksiastica non 
dependentibus nullam theokgicam disciplinam tradere potest;, • 

e) in Institutis autem studiorum gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
eccksiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Hadem kge tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradendo Retişone in Institutis eiusdem peneris 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate eccksiastica. 

6. Ordinarius cüret, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri 
dispensati fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus 
abutendi, Ordinarius potest factum dispensatroıris necnon causam canonicarrrdivıılgare. 

7. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad 
Congregationem de peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio 
adsit, prudenti explicatione provideat 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 10 m. Decembris a. 2010 



Gulieknus Cardinalis LEVADA 
Praefectus 




-t- 



* Aloisius Fraıjâscus LADARIA, S.I. 
Archiep. titularis Thibicen. 
a Secretis 



Dies notificationis Pı Q 




Subsignatio Presbyteri in signum 
acceptionis 



Subsignatio Ordinarii 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FEDEI 



782/2004 - 34068 



Prot. N. . 

(bl responsiane fiat menlio btûus numeri) 



00120 Otta del Vatiamo, 
Palazzo del S. TJffizio 



17Decembet2010 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

On 23 July 2010 you presented and supported the petition of the Rev. Seatı CRONİN, 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, "who has been accused of sexual abuse of minors 
and has requested from the Holy Father the grace of dispensation from ali the obligations of 
the clerical state, including celibacy. 

This Congregation, after having carefully exatnined the documents of the present case 
and in Hght of the votum exptessed by Yom Eminence, decided to fotward the petition to the 
Holy Father for his decision. Subsequenuy, on 10 December 201 0^ Pope Benedİct XVI granted 
the Rev. Sean Cronin the grace of dispensation from ali priestly obligations, including celibacy. 

Enclosed you wîll find two copies of the relevant Decree: Your Eminence is kindly 
requested to ensure that Mr. Cronin is duly notified thereof. As specifîed in the paragraph 3 of 
the Decree, the fact that he has been dispensed from ali the obligations connected ■roith sacred 
ordination and has lost the clerical state should also be inscribed in his baptismal record. I 
would kindly ask you to retum one of the signed copies of the Decree to this Office. 

Grateful for your assistance in this sensitive matter and vriûı fratemal regards, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Wiffiam Cardinal LEVADA 
Prefect 

(Enclosures) 



His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal MAHONY 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
United States of America 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wllshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Callfornla 

90010-2202 



March 13, 2009 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

As yön will recall, yon sent a letter to my predecessor, Monsignor Craig Cox, dated April 14, 
2006, requesting a delay in your canonical trial authorized the previous March by the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, pending the settlement of the civil lawsuits against 
the Archdiocese. 

I am now writing to inform you that we are ready to proceed and to request that you and your 
Advocate attend a meeting to discuss the possible courses of action in your case. 

In light of the material sent to Rome and given our experience of these matters to date, three 
alternative courses of action suggest themselves: a) for you to petition to be freed from the 
obhgations of the clerical state; b) an admMstrative process according to canon 1720; c) a 
formal penal trial already authorized by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; options 
'a' and 'b' are each available should you so choose. 

While it remains for you to decide on a suitable course of action in consultation with your 
Advocate, the purpose of the meeting would be to answer any questions either of you may have. 
Once we have learned your decision in the matter, we will proceed to the next appropriate step. 

Accordingly, I ask that you come with your Canonical Advocate to a meeting on Monday, March 

23, 2009, in the Vicar for Clergy Office. . The meeting will be earher or later in the day 

depending on Mt^MB^fctravel needs. ^İ^^^^^^^^Kvvill attend the meeting a^HfllH 




Please let me know if you and Mr^m^vill attend the meeting at the time and place 
indicated above, or if you need to use an alternative date. 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro - Santa Barbara 
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Reverend Sean Cronin 
March 13, 2009 
Page Two 



Mindful that this is a painful and serious business, I assure you of my prayers for your well- 
being. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 

cc: Mr. Charles Renati 
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November 9, 2004 



His Eminence 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

Piazza del S. Uffizio, 1 1 

00120 Vatican City 

EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 



Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in Califomia. He is presently domiciled within our Archdiocese. 
Father Cronin has been aecused of graviora delicta. • ' . 

Enclosed, please find the pages summarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials assembled from Father Cronin' s file and dnring our investigation. 

Sean Cronin was born on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for the 
Archdiocese of Dublin, hreland. He was not ordained a priest, but served as a deacon for a time 
as a missionary in Africa. He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy 
Manning, and was invited to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He began serving as a 
deacon in this Archdiocese in 1982, was incardinated, and then ordained to the Sacred Order of 
Presbyter in 1 973. He has served in a number of assignments until My 2004 when he was 
placed on administrative leave. 

In 2003, offîcials of our Archdiocese were notified that^^m^^fıled a lavvsuit charging 
that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eighteen, Father Cronin 
performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral copulation. 
A preliminary investigation was initiate'd on November 7, 2003 . 

On June 30, 2004^|m^was interviewed by a canonical auditor. During the interview, 
HH^Pstated that his co ntact and re lationship with Father Cronin spanned the approxirnate 
period of 1971 or 1972 (wheıJHMMMfc was eleven orrvvelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old. He clahned that Father Cron in performed approximately seventy or more 
sexual acts on him including rubbing (^^Pvith his exposed genitals and ejaculating on 
HBH^IB^ partially nüde body. 

This allegation of abusive activity on the part of Father Cronin did not emerge in a vacuum. At 
various points in his priesthood, information had come to officials of the Archdiocese indicating 



Lettev to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Regarding Reverend Seah Cronin 
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inappropriate and imprudent contacts between Father Cronin and others. As early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar discussed concerns about 
Father Cronin's contact with boys with the then Archbishop, Cardinal Manning. Unfortunately, 
informatio n about this is sketchy, but the fact of the concern is verified in a lette'r from the pastor, 
^H|||^H^H|^^^H|Hk The letter references two discussions between Cardinal Maıuıing 
and mi^^HHHH^ Dom of whom are now deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association 
with boys in his room." 



R£ÖACHf> 



In 2003 an official of the Archd ioceşe was notified through legal channels that a lawsuit was also 
filed against the ArchdioceseJ^|0HHHHHBB M^BSBB^^^harged that from 1979 
to 1982, during part of which time he was a mrn nr at civil law, Father Cronin. provided hım with 
alcohol, pornog raphy and engaged in Mssing and hugging in a sexual manner. Please note that 
l^|[^HH^K^ was n °t a rrünor at canon law during this period. On April 16, 2004, Mr. 
im^^as interviewed by a canonical aııditor.flHHHHft^ state d that when he was 
a senior in high school he met Father Cronin who was a teacher. He claimed that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin 
supplied him with alcoholic drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, Mssed him on the 
cheek and took him to a movie with homosexual content. Subsequenfiy, the relâtionship 
escaktetltoFather Cronin kissing ^|^^on the mouth and requesting to view Mr. 
mi^eııitals 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with experts in the law, and having received the recommendation of the review board established 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised against Father Cronin bore a 
semblance of tnıth. He was thus placed on administrative leave. As mandated by the norm of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tııtela (no. 13), I hereby refer the matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. I am attaching the report of the canonical auditor summatizing the 
findings of the investigation. 

% 

Also, it is important to add that Father Cronin has had problems with alcohol abuse to the degree 
that an intervention and residential treatment was required. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, if any, has not been established. 

Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical(k*estigator?) He indicated that he wished to 
seek canonical advice before deternaining whether to consent to an interview. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civil attorney, however, 
Father Cronin asserts that he is innocent of ali allegations. 
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The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by^SHHv- This 
allegation, especially seen in the context of other indications and allegations of sexual 
misconduct, leads to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father 
Cronin. Note that flHlHI^^ allegation is present ed in the con te^fof\a financial claim being 
made. Court records show that on sev eral occasions l|as p*rpblems with the law. 

Obviously, these factş ^iŞnre^âeces sitSaSare in assessing the credıblöty of his accusations, an 
assessment that I beheve~cârT5est bemade in the context of an ecclesiastical trial. 

My greatest concem is that justice be done to0H^^^ if he genuinely was victimized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully request a 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and authorization to initiate a formal 
penal trial, with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on, Father 
Cronin if he is found to be guilty of the delict. In my assessment, only by means of a trial can 
the evidence can be fully assessed, additional evidence songht as necessary, and a determination 
be made with moral certitude that will be credible to the people of this Archdiocese. 

Should the Congregation not concur wiüı this request for a trial, I would very mnch appreciate 
directipn as to how to proceed. • 

Tharik you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be assured of my prayers. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 



attachments 
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October 6, 2009 

REDACTED 



3424 Wilshiıe Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 
Dea REDACTED 

Thank yon for your letters of September 28 and 30, 2009 \vith enclosures in the 

latter. 

With regard to your request för a copy of Father Cronin's 2008 Federal Tax 
Returns, I must admit that I am at a loss to know how these private documents would be 
of vahıe in "reviewing the needs that Father Cronin has, as indicated in your (my) letter." 
Please let me know for what precise purpöse this tax information is sought and its 
relevance to the issue of expenses. If there is a question about any item of expense 
contained in my list we would.be happy to discuss it and/or verify it. 

T , • , , .„ „ REDACTED 

1 have read and will discuss ; memo with Fr. Cronin. The 

Archdioceşe pays for the legal fees and expenses of clerics who are named defendants in 
even a ciyil suit. Were Fr. Cronin to be sued personally as a layman, however, for actions 
conrrnitted during his clerical life (whatever the lilcelihood of that might be) he would 
seerningly have to pay for his own defense. By voluntarily giving up the clerical life he 
wöuld, therefore, be making himself Hable for tbis contingent expense. 

Father Cronin will be leaving for a long planned vacation to Ireland and England 
and will retum around the 15 ft of November. I mil be back Thursday evening, October 
15 and will be available thereafter. 

Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation in this case, 



T3Rsnf".r.tfiınv anrl sinp.Rrp.lwrniT<ı 
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Ardıdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Qergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

W1lshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Callfbrnia 

90010-2202 



September 8, 2009 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

This is to confîrm in vmting that our meeting has been scheduled for Friday, 
September 1 8, 2009 at 1:30 PM. This meeting will be held in the Cardinal's 
Conference Room located on the fifth floor. 



Present at this meetin 
Michael Meyers 

Thanlc you for taking note of this information. 

iereh 



Monsignor 





Pastoral Reglons: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando SanGabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Qergy 
(Z1 3) 637-7284 



3424 

Vtfflshlr'e 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Callfornla 

90010-2202 



August 27, 2009 




I wouId like to acknowledge the phone conversation we had on Monday, August 24 
regarding Reverend Sean Cronin. At this time, the Archdiocese continues to wait for you 
and Father Cronin to review his fınancial rıeeds so that we might continue discussions for 
possible resolutions of his status. 

It is hoped that by September 15 th Father Cronin will be sufficiently ready that we can 
begin to look for a date for a meeting vvith'rnrn and you. 

I thank you for your efforts to represent and assist Father Cronin at this time. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 




Vicar for Clergy 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



TO: 
FROM: 
DAJE: 
RE: 



Monsignor Michael Meyers 7 ^/^! 
August 24, 2009 

Reverend Sean Cronin 



I spoke to MflHHby phone today. 



Mfl^^Bhas been call ing Fr. C ronin for a week. He is stili trying to get a list of 
expensesJDrom him. MrflH^also wants to get this resolved and will continue to try to 
contact him and get the information needed to make decisions. 



Stili undetermined as far as trial/laicization request 



Seconp RoughDraft 



June 4,2009 
Dear , 

Ön July 1, 2009, 1 will becorhe the Vicar for Clergy, replacing Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales. 

You have aşked for soihe f cİarification about benefits available to the Reverend Sean Cronin. 
Perhaps these initial indications may help to answer your concerns. 




2. Reverend Sean Cronin has 434 months of accumulated service. 



3. 

4 MttAcrm 

5. 

R^ACTED 

6. be 

I am hopeful that this initial information is helpful, and I would be happy to discuss with you 
more detail the possibilities for negotiated payments. 

With personal best wishes, 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Meyers 
Associate Vicar for Clergy 



Mm 



MEMORANDUM 



REDACTED 

TO: 

Vicar for Clergy 
FROM: R EDACTED 

DATE: May 14, 2009 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION CONCERNING REVEREND SEAN CRONIN 

In response to yonr question on benefits available to Reverend Sean Cronin, I can confirm the 
following: 

REDACTED 



/fy fa&lzi^ f/LĞJ. I 



REV. SEAN CRONİN 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 



Species Facti: 

Sean Cronin, bora October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese of Dublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. He began serving as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (V an 
Nuys) in 1972. On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. In 1991 he 
spent time on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. He spent part of the year 2000 on 
sickleave. 

In 2003, officials of the Archdiocese were notified thatfim^ filed a lawsuit 
charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was between the ages of tvvelve to eighteen, 
Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him. In that same year the Archdiocese was 
notified that a law suit was filed against the Archdiocese by {BHHI^H^^ 

charging that from 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged him in sexual activity. During part 
of that time, he would have been a minör at civil but not canon law. 

On November 7, 2003,- A preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the 
investigation, the Cardinal Archbishop detennined that the reports bore a semblance of 
trath. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, the matter was 
communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. After having carefully 
examined the Açta ,and in light of Cardinal- Mahony' s comments, on November 12, 2005, 
the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the dehct of 
sexual abuse of a minör, and authorized a panel process (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, 
Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on 
admimstrative leave. 

In a hand mitten letter to Msgr. Cox, Vicar for Clergy, dated April 14, 2006, Fr. Cronin 
requested that the canonical trial be delayed pending the outcome of the law suits psaisög 
against the Archdiocese. ha that same letter .that he stated iiıaCthat he had given his 
mandate to^mmto represent him as Procurator and Advoçate in the canonical 
proceedings. 
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Claimant Questionnaire: declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004. 
REDACTED 
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Sean Cronin: 



1 .Apparently tvvo allegations, ^H|HH|^H|^HB If proven, both of 
these conıplaints wouId be delicts^^™^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

2. The file I have does not contain the preliminary investigation, the report to Rome. 

3 Problems seem to date back to his seminary days in Ireland. There is a trail of 
suspiciön going back to the point when, having been ordained to the diaconate, he is 
refused ordination to the priesthood. 

4. Based on a report sent to Rome, CDF authorized a trial regarding the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minör dated November 12, 2005. 

5. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, dated April 14, 2006, requested that a 
canonical trial be delayed until after the settlement of the law suits. He noted at that 
time that he had given his mandate to^mm^to represent him as his 
canonical advocate. 

6. As the matter stands, it appears that he could not be returned to ministry. 

7 Where is he now? Whatis his association with the diocese? Is the diocese 
supporting him? What would be his stance relative to a trial/ laicization? 

8. Suggest that somebody find the answers to these questions. That person should 
probably have CMOB recommendation before talking with him. 

9. Preferable that he apply for laicization. If he chooses not to, the Cardinal has an 
obligation to act. Possible options: 



a) Imposed laicization. 

b) Administrative penal process (c.1720) 

c) Formal Trial. (This should be the very last resort). 



Sean Cronin: 



1 .Apparently two allegations,^m^HHHH^^^H^HH^K If proven, both of 
these complaints would be delicts. 

2. The file I have does not contain the preliminary investigation, the report to Rome. 

3 Problems seem to date back to his seminary days in Irelând. There is a trail of 
suspicion going back to the point when, having been ordaiııed to the diaconate, he is 
refused ordination to the priesthood. 

4. Based on a report sent to Rome, CDF authorized a trial regarding the deliet of 
sexual abuse of a minör dated November 12, 2005. 

5. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, dated April 14, 2006, requested that a 
canonical trial be delayed until after the settlement of the law suits. He noted at that 
time that he had giyen his mandate to ^imm^to represent him as his 
canonical advocate. 

6. As the matter stands, it appears that he could not be returned to ministry. 

7 Where is he now? What is his association with the diocese? Is the diocese 
supporring him? What would be his stance relative to a trial/ laicization? 

8. Suggest that somebody find the answers to these questions. That person should 
probably have CMOB recommendation before talldng with him. 

9. Preferable that he apply for laicization. İf he chooses not to, the Cardinal has an 
obligation to act. Possible options: 



a) Imposed laicization. 

b) Administrative penal process (c.1720) 

c) Formal Trial. (This should be the very last resort). 
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From: REDACTED " ' ~ ~ " 

Sent. ■ nvjay, ı»ıay t-r, iUUi I I.Ui riVl /tSPi-4İ^J<L> 

To: REDACTED 

Subject: Misconduct ~~ o/& 'f . 

DearREDACTED -^7^^ 

I haye often pondered if I should have reported what I felt was misconduct by a priest before now I only 
dıd not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsıble for his behavior towards me. I befriended the priest in question when I was a senior in high 
school. I was goıng throügh a difficult time coming to terms with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of substance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meetina with me on a 
regular basış to talk about my problems and God. He would pick me up at my parents house on a weekly 
basış and we would go to. dinner, where we drank alcohol, and then return to his residence to talk 
Ağam, he ahvays served me and himself alcohol. Our sessions oöen turned to discussions about sex I 
remember him being very interested in the subject At the end of our meeting we would hug. He then 
started kıssmg me on the lips. I was startled. He told me that in european cultures this was acceptable 
betvveen men. He was Irish. He once took me to A Dutch film that dealt with a young man who was ' 
confronting his homosexuaIity. He felt that it was a film I should see. It did have sexual content with gay 
sex. The final mcıdent for me was when I had told him that I had a birthmark on my penis. One night he 
asked ıf he could see it. I became angry and told him I never wanted to see him again. I was crushed. I 
felt that I had caused this. He betrayed my trust I honestiy feel that this would have and could have 
developed mto a more serious situation had I had not put an end to it. It's important to note that this ali 
began when I was 1 7 and ended when I was 1 8. What do you think ??? 

REDACTED ' 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: Click'Here 




5/28/2002 
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From: REDACTED 

' ent: VVednesdav. Mav 29, 2002 1 1 :24 PM 

Jto: REDAÇTED^ } 

Subject: Misconduct 



Dear REDACTED 

Thank vou for getting back to me. I' ve forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you ' suggested. I vrould rather not make this a poliçe mat ter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the chuirch and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly vrould not .want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a poliçe report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 

1 

D 
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MEMORANDUM CONROENM 



To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 
From: Monsignor Richard Loomis 
Date: Thursday, October 14, 1999 
Re: Father Sean Cronin 



REOACTEP 
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REDACTED 



Yes 



Yes 

REDACTED 



{ " REDACTED 

Depending on the results reported by thepsycMatristandREDACTED 
REDACT 5 D further intervention might be necessaıy. 

Father's visible distress in responding to the allegations during our meeting 
prompted üs to offer him the help and support of a therapist. It was obvious that, 
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Doctor 

|requeşts that Father Cronio be transferred to a different ministry in the 
Archdiocese in the near future - perhaps as early as February, or July at the latest. 
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MEMORANDUM 



To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 
From: Monsignor Richard Loomis 
Date: Friday, January 07, 2000 
Re: Father Scan Cronia 



ıtfor 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Substance Abuse Ministry 
Ölüce (213) 637-7644 
Residence (213) 223-8082 



3424 

VMlshire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

CaDfomia 

90010-2241 



Memo 

Feb. 10, 2000 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 



REDACTEP 



Cc: Msgr. Richard Loomis 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Sania Barbara 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Qergy 
(Z 13)637-7284 



3424 

VVilshlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angelss 

Callfbrnla 

90010-2202 



My 13, 2004 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Crorıin: 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in tbis difficult time. If I can be of service to yon, 
please let me know. 

Tbis letter is to confrrm in writmg tbe essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors onyourpart, a 
preb'minary investigation was initiated in accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the course 
of tbis investigation, a canonical auditor bas been able to interview the two plamtiffs and has 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversiğht Böard has several times exarnined the 
allegations brought against you.- rnitially, the Board recommended you be maintained in ministry 
as the investigation commenced. İh its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendatipn. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the prehminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Appstolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no pubhc ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the waıning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you hable to canonical penalties. 



fsstoral Ttegicns: Our Lady of the Angels 



San Fernando 



San Gabriel 



San Pedro 



Santa Barbara 
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During your administrative leave, yon are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parisli 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we rmıtually agree upon. During 
your leaye, your salary and benefits will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Arclıdiocese will also reimburşe you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During tbis traumatic time, let me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please know that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 




IS' A 

Craig A. Cox, J.C : P. 
&r Clergy 
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TO: 



file 



FROM: 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



RE: 



Reverend Sean Cronin 



DATE: 



14 July2004 



Last night I spoke with Fafher Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday morning for a faroily that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I ırnderstood the siruation, and that I did not want rumors circnlating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned hy Cardinal Mahony and J^H^pB» Both agreed with me Üıat it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral üturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this hy 
phone this morning. 
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3424 VVilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles CA 90010-2202 
United States of America 

REDACTED 

Dear 
REDACTED 
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The following is a report of the interview f KtüAU 1 tu 
by Canonical Investigato] REDA( ^ TED 

MTERVIEW 0P REDACTED 

REGARDING FATHER SEAJN" CRONTN 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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VOTUM OF THE ORDFNARY OF INCARDINATION 



His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 



Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 
iıı the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our 
Archdiocese. He has been accused of graviora delicta. Born on October 26, 1943, he is 
now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignments within the Archdiocese, beginning at 
his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until My 2004, when he was placed 
on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that mjm^fîled a 
lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age tvvefve to seventeen or 
eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, 
masturbation and oral copulation. On June 30, 2004, ^m^^^ was interviewed by a 
Canonical Investigator. During the interview Mr. stated that his contact and 

relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approxhnate period of 1971 or 1972 when 
i^as eleven or tvvelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 
claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 
including nıbbinjJJU^^with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on Mr." 
partially nüde body. 



Inquiıies regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 
made in 1977 and are contained in a letter from the pastor of the parish in which Father 
Cronin was then serving as a parochial vicar. The letter references two discussiöns 
betvveen Cardinal Timothy Manning, now deceased, an &f^E/EtKKİ^lP ,10W 

deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association with boys in his room". 

REDACTED 



In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 
lavvsuits were filed against the Archdiocese by^HHHHj|Pcharging n ' om 
1979 to 1982, when he was a minör at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 
alcohol, pornography and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 
1 6, 2004, M^mm|| was interviewed by a canonical investigator. Mr. 

btated that when he was a senior in high school be met Father Cronin who 
was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of cöunseling sessions in Father 
Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcoholic (İrinks, 
engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 
with homosexnal content. Subsequently, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 
kissing Mrfm^on the mouth and requesting to view Mr£|l|^HllB genitals. 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, 
having consulted with experts in the law , and having received the recommendation of the 
review board established for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 



against Father Cronin bore a semblance of truth, and he was placed on admiaistrative 
leave. As mandated by the norm of universal law (Sacramentorıun sanctitatis tutela, 
no. 13), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by Mr. 
HH^It is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 
to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 




Lllegation is being done in the context of a financial claim being made. 



Court records show that Mı.f/ffjffkas himself , on seyeral occasions, had problems 
with the law. Father Cronin has had problems of his own with alcohol abuse necessitating 
residential treatment. The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not >-■- 
been established. Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical investigator. 
Through his civil attorney he pleads innocent of ali allegations. Cleraly, the investigation 
conducted thus far is inconclusive. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done flflSBflBS)^ ne genuinely was 
victirnized, and to Father Cronin if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully 
request a dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 
initiate a formal trial. Should the Congregation not concur with my request 5 may I please 
receive direction as to how to proceed. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ. 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, 



VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCAKDINATION 



His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 
Congregation for the Doctriae of the Faith. 



Your Enıinence: 



I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our 
Archdiocese. He hâs been accused of graviora delicta. Born on October 26, 1943, he i 
now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignments within the Archdiocese, beginning 
his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until My 2004, when he was placed 
on admirıistrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that ^j^^led a 
lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or 
eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexnal 

masturbation and oral copulation. On June 30, 2004, ^^^^^^Htvas interviewed 

Canonical Investigator. During the interview Mt ^//^ stated that his contact and 
relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approxirnate period of 1971 or 1972 when 
fwas eleven or twelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 
claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 
including rubbing^J^^^vith his exposed genitals and ejaculating on Mr 
partially nüde body. 
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Inquiries regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 
made in 1 977 and are contained in a letter from the pastor of the parish in which Father 
Cronin was then serving as a parochial vicar. The letter references two discussions 
between Cardinal Timothy Manning, now deceased, and^|mm|^^; now 

deceased, about Father Cronin' s, "association with boys in his room". 



la 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese byflHBH|BlHfe c harging that from 
1979 to 1982, when he was a minör at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 
alcohol, pornography and engaged in Mssing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 
1 6, 2004, Mr^^HH^^ was interviewed by a canonical investigator. Mr. 

^^^^^^^^ t. 

■■H^^^stated that when he was a senior in high School he met Father Cronin who 
was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of counseling sessions in Father 
Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcohohc drinks, 
engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 
with homosexual content. Subsequenffy, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 
kissing Mr. ^m^^pn the mouth and requesting to view Mr.f^^mppgenitals. 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, 
having consulted with experts in the law , and having received the recommendation of the 
review board established for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 
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against Father Cronin bore a semblance of truth, and he was.placed on administrative 
leave. As mandated by the noım of universal law (Sacramentonrrn sanctitatis tutela, 
no. 13), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
The sole allegation that qualifîes as graviora delicta is that brought by Mr. 

REDACTED 

It is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 

to a suspicion of şase wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 
ppnAPT(=n • • ŞiHfrsrzP 

rotunu 1 1 u allegation ıs bemg-dene in the context of a financial claim being made. 

Court records show thaı REDACTED has himself , on several occasions, had problems 
REDACTED 

withthelaw. 
REDACTED 

The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not 
been established. Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical investigator. ACTED 



Through his civil attomey he pleads innocent of ali allegations. Cleraly, the investigation 

REDACTED 
conductedthns far-i a inoonolmrv e^ KtUAU I tu 



KtUAlı I tU 



REDACTED 



My greatest concem is that justice be done t( if he genuinely was 

victirm'zed, and to Father Cronin if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully 

request a dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 

initiate a formal trial. Should the Congregation not concur with my request, may I please 

receive direction as to how to proceed. 

REDACTED 

A 

Sincerely Yonrs in Christ. ^ 
REDACTED 
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against Father Cronin bore a semblance of truth, and he was placed on admirıistrative 
leave. As mandated by the norm of universal law (Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, 
no. 13), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora deücta is that brought by Mr. 




is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 



to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 




allegation is being done in the context of a frnancial claim being made. 



Court records show that Mr^^^ has hirnself , on several occasions, had problems 
with the law. Father Cronin has had problems of his own with alcohol abuse necessitating 
residential treatment. The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not 
been established. Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical rnvestigator. 
Through his civil attomey he pleads innocent of ali allegations. Cleraly, the investigation 
conducted thus far is inconclıısive. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to Mr.^m^f he genuinely was 
victimized, and to Father Cronin if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfiılly 
request a dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 
initiate a formal trial. Shonld the Congregation not concur with my request, may I please 
receive direction as to how to proceed. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ. 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, 



Inquiıies regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 

made in 1977 and are contained in a letter from the pastor of the parish in which Father 

Crorıin was then şerving as aparochial vicar. The letter references two discussions 

betweeı REDACTED now deceased, and REDACTED now 

deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association with boys in his room". 
REDACTED 



In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 

„ , . REDACTED 
lawsuıts were fîled agamst the Archdiocese by charging that from 

1979 to 1982, when he was a minör at civil law 5 Father Cronin provided him with 

alcohol, pornography and engaged in Mssing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 

1 6, 2004 RE D A CTED f/as interviewed by a canonical investigator. Mr. 
REDACTED 

tated that when he was a senior in high school he met Father Cronin who 
was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of coımseling sessions in Father 
Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcoholic drinks, 
engaged him in sexual conversations, Mssed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 

with homosexual content Subsequently, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 

• REDACTED . + , , + . REDACTED . t . 

Jcıssm^ on the month and requestmg to vıew genıtals. 

In Jnly 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, 

having consulted with experts in the law , and having received the recommendation of the 

review board estabhshed for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 



VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION 



His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 



Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 
in the Arçhdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our 
Archdiocese. He has been accused of graviora delicta. B orn on October 26, 1943, he is 
now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignments within the Archdiocese, begnming at 
his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until My 2004, when he was placed 
on administrative leave. 

In 2003, offıcials of our Archdiocese were notified that fHm^ Sled a 
lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or 
eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, 
masturbation and oral copulation. On June 30, 2004,^j^J^^^vas interviewed by a 
Canonical rnvestigator. During the interview^m|^stated that his contact and 
relationship Avith Father Cronin spanned the approximate period of 1971 or 1972 when 
> was eleven or twelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 
claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 
including rubbing M^m^with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on Mr. 
partially nüde body. 
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ST. ANDREWS CHURCH 
311 NÖRTH BAYMOND AVENUE 
PASADENA. CAUFORNIA 91103 





Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



REDACTED 



3424 

WllsWre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

CaJlfornia 

90010-2Z02 



COPY FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 



June 10,2010 
REDACTED 




REDACTED 



May I acknowledge your letter of June 7, 2010. As yourequested, I have sigııed both copies and have 
returned to yon for your files and for Fr. Cronin, one of the signed copies. I have your sismatım; mâ mv 
signature on another copy which is here in the file for Fr. Crortin. I will be working ^ith^EDACTED 
and will be awaiting the Petition for Laicization which wül, I believe, be sent here to the Archdiocese 
and then on to Rome. 

Thank you for ali of your work in this case and things that are listed in the four bullets on my letter of 
February 26, 2010 'will beçome effective when Fr. Cronin signs the Decree of Laicization. 

REDACTED 



c: REDACTED 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTFD 
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June7,2010 

REDACTED 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, Califoınia 90010 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin: 

Dear] REDACTED 
REDACTED 



This clarification, in conjunction with fhe financial arrangement stated in your letter 
of February 26, 201 0, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, 
constitute fhe total financial consideration given by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to 
Father Sean Cronin in exchange for his waiving his right to a canonical penal trial and 
voluntarily petitioning for laicization. 

As stated in your letter, these financial arrangements wül commence when Fr. Cronin 
signs the Decree of Laicization. 

If this represents your ımderstanding of the agreement please sign and return a copy 
of this letter so that Father Cronin may haye it for his records 

Thank you for your continued kindness and cooperation, 

Respectfully and sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 



Procurator for Rev. Sean Cronin 
Date: June ^^2010 
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REDACTED 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



3424 Los Angeles 

VMbhlre Callfbmla 
BouJevard 90010-2202 



February26 5 2010 
REDACTED 




RE: Fr. Sean Cronia 
Dear REDACTED 



REDACTED 



Finally, ali of these arrangements becorne activated whsn. Fr. Crorjia signs the Decree of 
Laicization. 

Simply let me know if these are acceptable to Fr. Cronia. 

With personal best wisb.es, 
REDACTED 



Pastoral Reglons: 



Our Lady of the Angels 



San Femando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Jnne 1,2010 

REDAGTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilsbire boulevatd 
Los Angeles , Caîifornia 90010 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 
Deax RE DACTED 

I am enclosiog a copy of the Petition which I drafted far Sean and sent to Mm for his 
signature. If you feel that what is said therein is not sufficient, please let me know and I 
•vvill re-write it. 

I also enclose a copy of the form for Sean's ctırriculum >itae whîch you said yon 
would prepare in a separate doeument to be presented tvith the petition. Please send me a 
copy. of th'is GumcııİTim wfaen you have corapleted it 



I will send youthe signed petition as soon as î receive İLİ 



Sinceıeîy and röspectfuîly yours, 
REDACTED 
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Petîtioner: Reverend Sean Cronin 

c pi- fwr. a/ 1 . 




PETITIÖN FOR DISPENSATION FROM ALLCLERİCAL 
OBLIGAHONS, INCLUİMNG CELIBACY 



His Holiness, Pope Benetüct XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 



Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of hurrıilîty I come before yon to ask fhat I be dispensed from ali clerical 
obügations, includîng celibacy. 

î am a priest of me Archdiocese of Los Angeles in Cali&mia I attach a copy of my 
çurriculum vitae to fhis petition. 

I am 66 years old. I was ordained iti 1973' and was in active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles unül July 13, 2004 when I was placed on administrative 
leave and enjoined from public rninistry. Tbis leave resulted from two allegations of 
sexual misconduct with minors whîch allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith authorized a canordcal penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was giventhe choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to postpone it until after the civil suits had been settled. I elected 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced. 

After much thought, prayer and consultation with my çanonical counsel, and faced 
vvith the fact that my active ministry as a priest is effectively pver, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial and to voluntarily pethion for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best interest of myself, the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started nttw conld extend that time by year s vvhhotıt any assurance of 
vvhatmy position will be at the end of that trial and thereaftef. At 66 and vvith some 
health conditions, I can now plan for my remaming years witb söme certainry about ray 
fiıture and my means of support if I now make and am granted this petition. 

Asking Your Holiness to look fevorably upon this petition, I remain 



Respectfttlly yours in Christ, 



Given in Los Angeles on this 
d av of June, 2010 



Reverend Sean Çronin 



LZG9-CZ9-91.İ7 
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REDACTED 



Case: Reverend fPETlTIONER] 

CÜEEICDLTFM VITAE OF PETÎTIONER 

1. Name: [PETIIİONER] 

2. DateofBirth: 

3. Place of Birüı; 

4. Parents: 

5. Brothers and Sisters 
(Names and Dates of Birtiı} 

6. Baptismal Information 

D.ate: 

Church: 

Place: 

7. Education 

Elementary school: 
High school: 
CoHege: 
Theology: 

8. Orders Received 

{Date, Place, Ordaining prelate) 

Candidacy; 
Mnistıy of Reader; 
Ministry of Acolyte 
Diaconate: 
PriesÜıood: 



9. Rriestly assignments 

10. Date of Departure fram the acüve ministry 

11. Resîdences since departure 

12. Present residence 

^' ^^L^eı^ ^^^p<^ ^^^^^ 




yö REDACTED 01 Z0 unp 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 



DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDF PROT. N. (ifavailable) 


782/2004-22104 


NAME OF CLERIC 


Rev. Sean Cronin 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


26 October 1943 


Age 




Ordination 


Deacon: 7 Oct 1967 
Priesfc 8 Sept 1973 


Years of ministry 





ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF ENfCARDINATION 




MTNISTRY M/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 



Parish 



Location 



Appointment 



1972 



St. Genevieve 



Panorama City (V an Nuys), 
California 



Deacon 



1973 



St. Genevieve 



Panorama City (V an Nuys), 
California 



Parochial Vicar 



1973 



Incardinated in Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles on 13 June 1973 



1975 



St. Andrew 



Pasadena, California 



Parochial Vicar 



1977 



St. MomcaiİHigh School 



Santa Monica, California 



Faculty 



1977 



St. Monica Parish 



Santa Monica, California 



Parochial Vicar 



1979 



St. Michaef High School 



Los Angeles, California 



Faculty 



1979 



St. Michaeİ Parish 



Los Angeles, California 



Resident 



1982 



St. Helen 



South Gate, California 



Resident 



1984- 
2000 



Marymount College 



Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 



Chaplain 



1984 



Sts. Peter and Paul 



Wılmington, California 



Resident 



1988 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Lomita, California 



Resident 



1991 



Oxford University 



England 



Sabbatical 



1992- 
2000 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Lomita, California 



Resident (resumption) 



RCALA001862 
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Sick Leave 


2000 


Our Lady of Lourdes 


Northridge, Califomia 


Parochial Vicar 


2004 






Administrative Leave 
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CÖNGREGATTO 
PRO POCTRINA EEDEI 



00120 Çitti del Vatkam, 

Pafczo dei s. uffizio 12 November 2005 



782/2004-22.104 

Prot. N. ._ 

(b: rsspatısiane fîat meırtio htâus numen) 



CONFIDENT1AL 



Your Eminence, 



Thank you for your correspondence of 19 November 2004 regarding the Rev. 
Sean CRONIN, apriest of your Archdiocese accused of the sexual abuse of minors. 

After having carefully examined the Açta, and in light of Your Eminence's 
comments, this Congregation grants the. requested derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the delict of .<?exûal abuse of a minör. You are thus authonzed to 
initiate a pena), proeess as soon as possible. 

Yota- Eminence is- kindly reauested to inforn? the accused of the allegations and 
proofs, while affording him the opportunity, via his canonical advocaie, of a proper 
defenc'e. On completion of the above-mentioned proeess at First Instance, the 
Tribunal is asked to fonvard the Açta to.the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kindness and prayerful best wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

* Wîlliam L/LEVADA 
Archbishop Emeritui^î San Francisco 
Prefect 




His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal Mahony 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Office of the Archbishop 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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VOTUM OF THE BISHOP OF fNCARDTNATION 
Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 



Date 

His Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Your Holiness: 



It is with deep sadness that I write to you with regard to the petition for a dispensation 
from the obligation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation fro the obligation of 
clerical celibacy of Sean Cronin. 

Sean Cronin, born on October 26, 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
Ireland, was ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The archdiocesan serninary 
council deterrnined that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of priesthood due to 
fears över homosexual tendencies. 



For a time Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met the then 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him to come to his 
archdiocese. On June 13, 1973, he was excardinated from the Archdiocese of Dublin and 
incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. On September 8, 1973, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 



In the years that followed, Fat her Cronin enjoyed vario us priestly assign ments in our 
archdiocesel 



REDÂCTEP 



In 2003, 1 was notified that a MHm|H.ad filed suit against the archdiocese 
charging that Father Cronin h ad performed npon him egregious sexual acts while stili a 
minör. In the same year a Mr . (HHI^IHIHIfePfiled similar charges. I initiated an 
investigation according to the norm of law and deterrnined that the reports bore a 
semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, I provided a 
detailed report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which authorized me to 
conduct Apenalprocess to deterrnine if indeed Father Cronin had committed the delict of 



sexual abuse of a minör. Meamvhile, on July 1 3 , 2004, Father Cronin was placed on 
adrninistrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay in the trial pending the outcome of the law suits against 
the archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical 
counsel, he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition 
Your Holiness for a dispensation from ali the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

These allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life, dating back to his 
seminary days and lasting throughout his years of priesthood. In a letter to my Promoter 
of Justice, the present Archbishop of Dublin, Duirmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that Sean Cronin not be promoted to 
priesthood due to homosexual tendencies. Later, these homosexual tendencies appear in 
HHHHH^ report to archdiocesan authorities onbehalf of his students and in the 
students own reports. Added is the report of the aggravating circumstance of alcohol 
abuse while engaged in the pubhc exercise of priestly rrjinistry. In order for him to 
continue in ministry, it was deemed necessary for Father Cronin to undergo special 
training in boundary issues and special treatment for alcohol/substance abuse. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse of rninors necessitating my 
report to the Congregation for {he Doctrine of the Faith. The investigation of these 
allegations indicated, at the very least, a semblance of truth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitâble candidate for the 
priesthood. It would be for the good of the church and for Father Cronin' s own good if he 
were to be returned to the lay state. For this reason, I hereby offer my Votum in favor of 
granting this petition. 



With kindest personal regards, I remain, 



Date 



His Eminence 

William Cardinal Leveda, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
PiazzaDelS.Ufficio,ll. 
00120 Vatican City. 

REV. SEAN CROMN 
CDFProt. N. 782/2004-22104 



Your Eminence: 

I write to you concerning developments in the above referenced case of Rev. Sean 
Cronin. Some of the information recorded here is eontained already in my original report 
to the Congregation. However, for your eonvenience, and in the interests on 
completeness, there will be some duplication. 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese of Dublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
hirn from the serninary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. There he met the ttien Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him for service in the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles. Ih 1972, he served as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City 
(V an Nuys). On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. The year 
1991 was spent on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Part of the year 2000 wâs 
spent on sick leave. 




_ Törficıals of the Archdiocese were notified thatflm^^^had 

filed a lawsuit against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, charging that from 1972 to 1977, 

while between the ages of rvvelve to eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on 
J^^h^a^ameyear the notice was received at Archdiocese of another law suit filed by 
HHIHHII^charging that, duringthe years 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged 

him in sexual activity. During part of that time,^B|^^HB^woxıld have been a 

minör at civil but not canon law. 



On November 7, 2003, 1 initiated a prelirmnary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon 1717. İn July 2004, 1 determined that the reports bore a semblance of truth. As 



mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tuteîa, Norm 13,1 communicated the matter to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, dated November 12, 2005, the 
Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the dehct of 
sexual abuse of a minör, and authorized a panel process to detertnine the truth of the 
matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, ProtN. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on July 
13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand mitten letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated April 14, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
sexual abuse. At the same time, he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 
flmH^9^t° represent him as his Procurator and Advocate in the canonical 
proceedings. 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consultation with canonical counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to 
forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a 
dispensation from ali the obhgations and rights as apresbyter. Meanwhile, an agreement 
has been reached that the archdiocese will provide for his immediate and transitional 
needs. 

As part of my original report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case 
drawn from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then 
additional evidence has come to light which is helps in providing a fuller account. 

There are three senarated and unconnected denunciations of Father Cronin. The first is 



MİDACTFD 



The second denunciation is that of Mf^H^HB^ boru October 20, 1960. m the 
Claimant Questionnaire introducing a suit against the Archdio cese of Los Angeles, 
declared and signed under penalty of perjury, Jıme 29, 2004,^J^(|^JJ^claiıns to have 



been abused sexually by Fr. Cronin "From approximately 1972 through approximately 
1979". The alleged abuse occurred "manytim.es över 10 years", "three to five times a 
week for the first couple of years" and then "approximately once a month" tbereafter 
while tbe complainant was an altar boy. The abuse consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral 
copulation, mestliag, "touching my anus", "simulated intercourse (över and under the 
clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the rectory". 

Ia an interview conducted by Canonical Auditor REDACTED on June 30, 2004, Mr. 

redacted, s t a ted that the contact and relationship betvveen himself and Cronin spanned 
approximately theperiod of 1971-1977 when REDACTED was 11 to 17 years old. REDACTED 
claims that Cronin performed approximately 70 or more sexnal acts on him inclnding 
Cronin rubbing REDACTED with his (Cronin' s) exposed genitals and ejaculating on 

REDACTED partklry nüde body. These acts are alleged to have occurred JüREdacted h.ome 
and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. Monica Parish, 
Santa Monica, and, St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles, (cf. "The Investigative Report of 
Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp.25-36) 

The ürird denunciation is that of Mr. ^DACTED g e p tem b er 1 952. in 

an interview conducted by canonical auditor, REDACTED , on Apfil 16, 2004, Mr. 

REDACTED describes a lengthy period of interaction betvveen himself and Fr. Cronin 
while he was a senior and Father Cronin was a teacher at St. Monica's Fügh School, 
Santa Monica. The relationship began with counseling sessions and developed into 
grooming behaviors including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in 
conversations, being taken to a movie that included homosexual activity. According to 

R E DACTE D , Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. 
üventually, Fr. Cronin Mssed him on the mouth. in conversation.REDACTED 
shared with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth mark on his penisREDACTED claims that 
Cronin asked if he could see his penisREDACTED did not comply with the request 
and asked that Fr. Cronin take him home irnmediately. The incident severed the 
relationship. Jnterviews conducted fy REDACTED -^th other people provide corroboration 
that Fr. Cronin andREDACTED üd spent time together. (cf. "The Investigative 
Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) 

.Subsequently, On March 12, 2004 REDACTED emailed Fr. Cronin via REDACTED 
entitled "My Pain". The email reads in part: "Father Cronin, I can only imagine the pain 
and disappointment your other victim firom St. Genevieve's must be going through. Let 
me teli you about rnine". The purpose of the e-mail was to rernind Fr. Cronin of the harm 
he did toREDACTED 24 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is having on himself 
and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the church to teli the 
trath.REDACTED received psychological therapy arranged and paid. for through the 
Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese. 

When Father Cronin was infonned that REDACTED . andR E DACTED were 
prospective plaintiffs in law suits against the archdiocese, he denied any misconduct; this 
denial is reiterated in a letter from Fr. Cronin's civil attomey, REDACTED in 
December 2003. Fr. Cronin admits some of the behaviors w 



The allegation offmp, if proven, would constitute the delict of Canon 
2359.2 of the 1917 Code (Canon 1395.2. of the 1983 Code). 



A background check on the accuser shows that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and has had other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. 

While the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its scope, in light of other 
evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that both the claimant questionnaire 
and the accuser's statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 

The accuser's statements must be viewed within the context of other evidence. 
To that end, ref er ence is made to a hand written letter dated March 3, 1977, by Fatber 
Cronin's P astor, 0HHHMH^ to Cardinal Timothy Manning regarding Fr. 
Cronin's association with young boys. That letter reads in fiili: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean yoü asked me twice about the question of reference 
to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that matter. Seeing 
that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to mention it. If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the future. 



Sincerel 




►judged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Cronin associated 
with boys in his room. He concluded that the doubt would be resolved on the basis of the 
behavior of Fr. Cronin in the future; "If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that thefJ|^m^allegation becomes important. Though not in 
itself a delict, it does pertain to the sexual abuse of a civil minör, the re are marked 
similarities to th^^j^ allegation and it fulfülsf^BIHH^ requirement for 
resolving the doubt about Father Cronin's capacity to sin with minors 

Parallel with indications of Fr. Cronin's sexual abuse minors, are facts and indications of 
his sex ual involvement with young male adults. On file in our Curia is a letter from the 
present ^^HHHHHHHH^P^ dated, February 24, 2206, outlining the 
sequence of events leading to the decision not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of 
priesthood due to "grave fear of homosexual tendencies". Ultimately, Cronan was 
granted excardination with the proviso, "The responsibility for ordaining him will rest 
with the bishop who accepts him". 



It is documented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin 
but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of "grave fear of homosexual 
tendencies". In the months succeeding his disrnissal, approaches were made to the 
Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The replies of Archbishop McQuaid 
were unambiguous; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to the 
priesthood"; "I cannot give a nih.il obstat for his entry into any diocese". Archbishop 
Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972. Almost irnmediately he received 
a reqnest to release Sean Cronin for incardination into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
The matter was put to the senynary council and the foUowing recornmendation was sent 
to the Archbishop: "It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean Cronin be granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for ordaining hım will rest on the 
bishop who accepts hım". 



The issue of homosexual tendencies resurfaces in pHHUps complaint on behalf of 
three of his students. In addition to allegarions öf homosexual behaviorl 
also reported that there were occasions on which various faculty members reportec 
smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin' s breath. One of the stud ents reported the same experience 
both in elass and in Fr. Cronin 1 s office. ^BUBBftreg uested Fr. Cronin' s transfer to 
a different rnirristry in the Archdiocese. 



Based on the evidence of a troubled past, I conclude that Father Cronin is not suitable for 
rninistry and will not be in the future. For that reason I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 



Date 

His Emirıence 

William Cardinal Leveda, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Piazza Del S. Uffıcio, 11 
00120 Vatican City. 

Re: Rev. Sean Cronin 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

Prot. No. 782/2004-22104 

Your Erninence: 

On November 9, 2004, in accordance with the norms set forth in Sacramentorum 
sanctitatis tutela, I submitted to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith the case of 
Rev. Sean Cronin, accused of sexual abuse of minors. By letter dated, 12 November 
20Ü5, the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the 
delict of sexual abuse of a ■minör, and authorized me to initiate a penal judicial process. 

Father Cronin elected to postpone the trial pending the outcome of civil suits against the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles by victhns of clerical sexual abuse, which included Father 
Cronin's accuser. 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that that it was opportune to begin the penal 
process and was provided with competent canonical counsel. After consultation with 
counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to forego the right to the judicial 
process, and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a dispensation from ali obligations 
and rights as a presbyter. Meanwbile, an agreement has been reached that the archdiocese 
will provide for his immediate and transiti'onal needs. 

As part of my original report to the Congregation, I provided a detailed description of the 
case dravm from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then the 
discovery of additional evidence is helpful in clarifying aspects of the case. Following are 
the reasons why I support this petition. 

Sean Cronin was born on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for 
the Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland. He was judged by the Seminary Council to be unfit, 
at that time, for ordination to the priesthood. A letter from the present Archbishop öf 
Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, to an official of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, dated, 
February 24, 2006, oufiines the sequence if events leading to the Council's decision not 
to promote Sean Cronin to the priesthood "due to grave fear of homosexual tendencies". 
In the months suAlso included in the letter are the responses of his predecessor, 
Archbishop McQuaid, to requests from otherbishops for recommendation for ordination 
to the priesthood: "not one hope of ever being received by a bishop"; "I could not in 
conscience agree to his being advanced to the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihiî obstat 
for his entry into any diocese". 



REV. SEAN CROININ 



CDFProt. N. 782/2004-22104 



Species Facti: 

Sean Cronin, bonı October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese of Dublin, Ireland, was 
ordaiııed to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The serninary council decided to dismiss 
him from the serninary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manm'ng, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. In 1972, he served as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (Van 
Nuys). On June 13, 1973, be was mcardinated into the Archdiocese, and on September 8, 
1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 



His first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assigmnents in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. The year 
1991 was spent on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. He spent part of the year 
2000 on sick leave. 




oîücıals oî tne Archdiocese were notified tha^[|^^HHp had 

filed a lawsuit against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, charging that from 1972 to 1977, 
while betvveen the ages of tvvelve to eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on 
him. In that same year the Archdiocese was notified of another law suit was filed against 
it by (HHHfl^iP charging that during the years 19 79 to 1982, F r. Cronin 
engaged him in sexual activity, During part of that time, flHfHHb*vould have 
been a minör at civil but not canon law. From 2/10/00 to 9730/00 Father Cronin 
undenvent in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest House, Rochester, Minnesota. 



On November 7, 2003, a preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, the Cardinal Archbishop determined that the reports bore a 
semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, the 
matter was communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, 
dated November 12, 2005, the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the deüct of sexual abuse of a minör, and authorized a panel process to 
determine the trath of the matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, Prot.N. 782/2004- 
22104). Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on administrative leave. 



Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, 
Vicar for Clergy, dated April 14, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese by victims of clerical 



sexual abuse. A t the same time, he notified Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 
BHBHHB^ represent him as Procurator and Advocate in the canonical proceediags. 



DENUNCIATION OF< 




Wmerm 



REPACTfcD ne 



THE ALLEGATION OF 




Iıı the Claimant Questionnaire, introducing a suit against the Arch diocese of Los 
Angeles, declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004, 
born October 20, 1960, alleges that he was atrased sexually by Fr. Cronin "From 
approxirnately 1972 through approximately 1979". The alleged abuse occurred "many 
times över 10 years", "three to five times a week for the first couple of years" and then 
"approximately once a rnonth" thereafter while complainant was an altar boy. The abuse 
consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral copulation, wrestling, "touchingmy anus", 
"simulated intercourse (över and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. 
Cronin when we stayed at the rectory". 

The Canonical Interview ^ithflflHH^^ conducted by^m^ June 30, 

2004, yielded the foUowing(BjBBPcontaçtan^elationship with Cronin spanned 
approximately the period of 1971- 1972, wh^^m^»vas 1 1 or ,12 years old, to 1977 
and about 17 years of age.^Hfe claims that Cronin performed approximately 70 or 
more sexual acts on him in cluding C ronin rabbingjjj^with his (Cronin's) exposed 
genitals an d ejaculat ing on^ŞHfe partially nüde body. These acts are alleged to have 
occurred MflHfchome and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama 
City, St. Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and, St. Michael, Los Angeles, (ef. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", 
pp.25-36) 



THE ALLEGATION OF REDACTED 



REDACTED RnTn SRTltember 3Q ft 1962ı was m terviewed on April 16, 2004, 

by canonical auditor, Mr REDACTED descrîbes a lengthy period of 

interaction betvveen Fr. Cronia and himself while he was a senior and Father Cronin was 
a teacher at St. Monica's High School, Santa Monica. The relationship began with 
counseling sessions and developed into grooming behaviors nıclnding being provided 
with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations. being taken to a movie that included 
homosexual activity. According to MıREDACTED p r _ Cronin would gaze into his eyes 
and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually be claims that Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. 
In conversation Mr. REDACTED shared with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth mark on his 
penis. REDACTED claims that Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr. REDACTED 
did not comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, 
which he did. The incident severed the relationship. Interviews with othfir narinle, 
condncted by Mr. REDACTP provide corroboration that Fr. Cronin and Mr.^DACTED^ 
spent time together. (cf. "The İnvestigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegatioııs 
agaiast Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) 

.On March 12, 2004, Mr REDACTED sent m ema ii to Fr. Cronin via REDACTED The 
subject matter of the email is "My pain". It reads in part: "Father Cronin, I can only 
hnagine the pahı and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli you abont mine". The pnrpose of the e-mail was to rernind Fr. 
Cronmofthehaımhedidtı REDACTED 24 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is 

haying on himself and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the 
church to teli the truth. 

Records show that^ E D ACTE D reC eived psychological therapy arranged and paid 
for throngh the Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese. 

When Famer Cronin wasinformed that REDACTED andREDACTED W ere 
prospective plaintiffs in law suits against the archdiocese, he denied any misconduct; this 
denial is reiterated in a letter from Fr. Cronin's civil attorneyjREDACTED n 
December2003. 

CONCLUSIONS BASED ON AVAILABLE EVIDENCE 

The allegation of REDACTED^ if proven, would constitute the delict of Canon 
2359.2 of the 1917 Code (Canon 1395.2. of the 1983 Code). 



A background check on the accuser shows that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and has had other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. 



WMle the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its scope, in light of other 
evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that both the claimant questionnaire 
and the accuser's statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 



The accuser's statements must be viewed Vvdthin the context of other evidence. 
To that end, reference is made to a hand written letter dated March 3, 1977, by Father 
Cronin's Pastor, IfjJ^HHI^HMM to Cardinal Timothy Manm'ng regarding Fr. 
Cronin's association with young boys. That letter reads in fiili: 



Eminence: 



When we talked Sunday about Sean yon asked me twice about the question of reference 
to his association with boys in his room. I was Ihinking since about that matter. Seeing 
that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be berter not to mention it. If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the fiıture. 



Sincerely, 




■|^m^H|^Kudged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Cronin associated 
with boys in his room. He conchıded that the doubt would be resolved on the basis of the 
behavior of Fr. Cronin in the fiıture; "If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that the fllHilHBallegation becoines important. Though not in 
itself a delict, it does pertain to the sexual abuse of a civil minör, there are marked 
similarities to th4|m^ allegation and it fulfills fl^fl^HI^Ps requirement for 
resolving the doubt about Father Cronin's capacity to sin with minors 

Parallel with indications of Fr. Cronin's sexual abuse minors, are facts and indications of 
his sexual involvement with young male adults. On file in our Curia is a letter from the 
present Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, dated, February 24, 2206, outlinmg the 
sequence of events leading to the decision not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of 
priesthood due to "grave fear of homosexual tendencies". Ultimately, Cronan was 
granted excardination Avith the proviso, "The responsibihty for ordaining hım will rest 
with the bishop who accepts him". 

It is docurhented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin 
but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of "grave fear of homosexual 
tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches were made to the 
Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The rephes of Archbishop McQuaid 
were unambiguous; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to the 
priesthood"; £ T cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any diocese". Archbishop 
Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972. Almost immediately he received 
a request to release Sean Cronin for incardination into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
The matter was put to the seminary council and the follov/ing recommendation was sent 



to the Archbishop: "It is the recornrnendation of the Council that Sean Croninbe granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibihty for ordaining him will rest on the 
bishop who accepts him". 



The issue of homosexual tendencies resurfaces in d^HHHfrs complaint on behalf of 
three of his students. In addition to allegations of homosexual behavior^miHH^ 

also reported that there were occasions on which various faculty members reported 
smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin's breath . One of the st udents reported the same experience 
both in class and in Fr. Cronin's offıce.^H||^U^requested Fr. Cro nin's transfer to 
a different mini strv in the Archdioces! 



Based on the evidence of a troubled past, I conclude that Father Cronin is not suitable for 
rninistry and will not be in the future. For that reason I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 



REV. SEAN CRONIN 



CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 



Species Facti: 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese of Dublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
hım from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. He began serving as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (V an 
Nuys) in 1972. On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His frrst assignment was as paroctaaHdcar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Maryrnount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. In 1991 he 
" spent time on sabbatical at Öxford University, England. He spent part of the year 2000 on 
sickleave. 

In 2003, officials of the Archdiocese vvere notified thalfüm^^filed a lawsuit 
charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was betweenthe ages of twelve to eighteen, 
Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him. In that same year the Archdiocese was 
notified that a law suit was filed against the Archdiocese by(|BHH9 
charging that from 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged him in sexual activity. During part 
of that time, he would have been a minör at civil but not canon law. 

On November 7, 2003, A preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the 
.- investigation, the Cardinal Archbishop deterrnined that the reports bore a semblance of 
truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tuteîa, Norm 13, the matter was 
communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. After having carefully 
examined the Açta ,and in hght of Cardinal Mahony' s comments, on November 12, 2005, 
the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the dehct of 
sexual abuse of a minör, and authorized a panel process (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, 
Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 



In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, Vicar for Clergy, dated April 14, 2006, Fr. Cronin 
requested that the canonical trial be delayed pending the outcome of the law s uits aga inst 
the Archdiocese. ha that same letter he said that he had given his mandate to( 

i to represent him as Procurator and Advocate in the canonical proceedings. 



THE ALLEGATION OF 




Claimant Questionnaire: declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004. 

^miPkalleges mat was abused sexually by Fr. Cronin "From approximately 
1972 through approximately 1979". Plaintiff was bom October 20, 1960. Alleges sexual 
abuse by Fr. Cronin "many times över 10 years", "three to five times a weelc for the first 
couple of years" and then "approximately once a monfh" thereafter while an altar boy. 
Abuse consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral copulation, mestling ; kissing on the cheek 
and body under and över the clothing, "touchiag my anus", "simulated intercourse (över 
and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the 
rectory". 



Interview ofl 
June 30, 2004: 



kconducted by Canonical Investigator,( 



Synopsis £|m^contact and relationship with Cronin spanned the approximate 

peri odof 19 71, 1972 wher(BB^ was 1 1 or 12 y ears old to 1977 311(1 about 17 Y ears of 
age. tHB^ daims that Cronin performed approximately .70 or more sexual acts on him 
inc ludin g Cronin mbbing^B^^^ith his (Cronin's) exposed genitals and ejaculating on 
jartially nüde body and attempting one act of oral copulation on Yguado. 
states that these acts took place in his home and in Cronin's residences while 
Cronin was assigned to St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. Monica Parish, Santa 
Monica, St. Michael, Los Angeles. (Th e allegation °fjfliH^|^^the baekground 
investigation to identify âBBBBfc, th e Iaterview Tfg3|^B^|, and 
additional investigative efforts regarding^HM^ aUe g ations may be found in 
"The Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean 
Cronin", pp.25-36) 




EVTDENCE: 



L Letter of the present Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, dated, February 24, 
2006, outhning the sequence of events leading to a decision not to promote Sean 
Cronin's to the order of priesthood for the Archdiocese of Dublin due to "grave 
fear of homosexual tendencies". Also included are the responses of his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid, to requests from other bishops for a 
recornrnendation for ordination to the priesthood: "not one hope of ever being 
received by a bishop"; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to 
the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nih.il obstat for his entry into any dioceses". 

2. Letter from MHHHHHk pastor of St. Andrevv's Parish, Pasadena, to 
Cardinal Thnothy Manning referencing two discussions between the Cardinal and 



himself about Fr. Cronin's "association with boys i n his room". The file shows 
that Cardinal Manning instructed his secretary, ttHHS[^HH$ arrange a 
meeting between the Cardinal and Fr. Cronin. Ali who would lcnow the details of 
the meeting are now deceased ^ğ^ggggH^.oted that had disciplinary action 
been taken, a note of same woûlo^eırıtxıefiIeJVIsgr. Rawden, Chancellor at the 
time, and Bishop Ward, V.G. at the time state that Cardinal Manning did not 
discuss with them his dealings in priest disciplinary matters. Msgr. Rawden noted 
the close relationship oft^g///ggğ^and Cardinal M annin g and the 
probability that theykepfthe outcome'of the meeting between themselves. Priests 
who lived in the rectory at St. Andrew's at the same time as Cronin were 
interviewed. None ever observed boys entering Cronin's room. 

_ 'Born September 3 th . 1962. On April 16, 2004 

_ Sanonical auditor, interviewed Mr.(HHm^He describes a lengthy 
period of interaction with Fr. Cronin when he was a senior at St. Monica's Fligh 
School, and Fr. Cronin was a teacher there. The interaction began in coımseling 
sessions and included grooming behaviors; being provided with alcohol, raising 
sexual topics in conversa tions, taking h im to a movie that included homosexual 
activity. According to MıflHHHA F r - Cronin would gaze into his eyes and 
kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims that Fr. Cronin kissed him on the 
mouth, though without using his tongue. In conversation MrflHBI told Fr. 
Cronin that he had a birrh mark on his penis^fo^|^M|^|claims that Fr. 
Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr4flllifl^|^didnot comply with the 
request and asked Fr. Cronin to take h imho me immediately, which he did. That 
incident severed t h e relationship . Mr.^((Jfollowed up on leads based on the 
statements of MrJ^^HlUThese interviews provide corroboration that Fr. 
CromnandMr. ^^m^spent time together. (The allegations ofğ^K^^ 
rifl^H^^Bpgaınst Fr. Cronin, background investigation and interview of 
Mr. ' «^H^HPt and additional investigative efforts regardinj 
allegations can be found in "The investigative Report of Sexual Âbuse 
Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) 



Records show that MrflHHHB^ cornmunicated witl _ 
director of Vic tims Assistan ce, and that the Archdiocese paid for psychological 
therapy for '. 




On March 12, 2004, Mr. f|^^|^sent an email addressed to Fr. Cronin to 
Msgr.Cox. with the request that Msgr. Cox forward the email to Fr. Cronin. The 
subject of the email is "My pain". It begins: "Father Cronin, I can only imagine 
the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli you about mine". In essence, it is to remind Fr. Cronin 
of the harm he did to him 24 years earlier, the averse effect that is having on 
himself and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family, the church 
to teli the truth. 



.REPACTEP 



5. The report of CMOB (June 29, 2004)to Car dinal Maho ny mak eşjefe rence to the 
fact that when Fr. Cronin was informed thatflKm^^ arul^l^^^ 

^mm^vvere prospective plaintiffs in law suits against the archdiocese, he 
denied any misconduct, and that this denial was reiterated in a letter fror 
ıFr. Cronin's civil attorney, inDecember 2003. 



6. Memorandum of Richard Loomis to Cardinal Mahony, Nov 1,7, 1999, references 
an upcoming meeting of Fr. Cronin with Cardinal Mahöny set for Nov.22. 

7. Memorandum, Richie to Cardinal, Feb.10, 2000, references a meeting about 
arrângements for treatment. 

8. I find no recordof a meeting at which Fr. Cronin was presented with accusations 
relating tc^^^Hpor 1 



CONCLUSIONS BASED ON EVIDENCE ON HAND 



1. The allegation of tflHH|HA constitutes the delict of Canon 2359.2 of the 
1917 Code (Canonl395Î2^)fthe 1983 Code). 

The issue of proof will probably run this way. The hackgrovmd check on the 
accuser shows that he was cönvicted of a felony (violence), and has had other 
difficülties with the law. He has been married multiple times, admits to 
promiscuous relationships. There are some inconsistencies in his claimant 
questionnaire. The defense will argue that his statements are not to be believed, 
and that the case shouldbe thrown out ali together. Furthermore, persons 



iııterviewed in coımection with the allegation were unable to substantiate 
^HHHR allegation. 



E contra, while the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its 
scope, in Hght of other evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that 
both the claimant questionnaire and the accusers statement to the canonical 
investigator are atotal fabrication. That being said, if any part of the allegation is 
true, that would form a basis for the delict. 

The statements of the accuser must be viewed within the context of other 
evidence in the case. To that end, reference is made to a hand mitten letter dated 
March 3, 1977, by W^^EBB&&&Bl to Cardinal Timothy Manning. That 
letter reads in full: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday aboııt Sean yon asked me twice about the question of 
reference to his association with boys in his room. I was thinlcing since about that 
matter. Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would bebetter not to 
mention it. If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the 
future. 



S 



This document is not op en to sus picion or contradiction. It is well lcaown that 
Cardinal Ma nning and iflÜİ^B^ were very close personal friends. Even so, 
flBI^^^^H^ respect for the cardinal and the office of archbishop, explains 
the formal salutation, 'Timinence". Their personal friendship is evidenced by the 
fact that Cardinal Manning spent nmch of his free time at St. Andrew's rectory. 
This explains the statement, "When we talked Sunday about Sean". 

Clearly, someone approached |HI^HMP> pastor of the parish to which Fr. 
Cronin was assigned, complainirig of Fr. Cronin's "association with boys in his 
room". Cardinal Manning had a reputation for being solicitous for the wellbeing 
of his priests. It can be reasonably concluded that he was especially concerned for 
the wellbeing of Fr. Cronin as he was instrumental in bringing Fr. Cronin to the 
jarchdio cese and ordaining him to the priesthood. This will explain why Msgr. 

i* 1 letter makes referenc e to the fact that th e cardinal "asked me 
twice about the question". In spite offlHHP suggestion "not to 
mention it", Cardinal Manning arranged an appointment to meet personally with 
Fr. Cronin. The absence of any record of what transpired at the meeting between 
Cardinal Manning and Fr. Cronin is understandable in light of Cardinal 
Manning' s modus operandi in dealing with priest problems, namely, his 
preference to deal personally and confidentially with priests in trouble. 




Ijudged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Ciron in 
associated with boys in his room. He concluded that the doubt would be resolved 
on the basis of the behavior of Fr. Cronin in the future; "If this is a problem, I feel 
it will come up in a more specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that the allegation becomes very 

important. In his statement to the canonical auditor, he describes a lengthy period 
of interaction (1979-1982) between himself and Fr. Cronin which included 
grooming behaviors; being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in 
conversations, taking him to a movie that included se xual activity, kissing him on 
the mouth, and requesting to view MrflŞJJQP0pjpenis. Though Mr. 
^m^m^^vvas not a minör at canon law at the time, he was a minör at civil 
law. Apart from his statement to the canonical auditor, JVhflmm^nade 
similar claims in a Claima nt Questionna ire. He was in contact with Msgr. Cox, 
vicar for clergy, and with flHH^^Director of Victims Assistance. The 
ArcMiocese paid for him toreceive several sessions with a psychologist 
Interviews w ith witnesses provide cor roboratio n that Fr. Cronin and Mr. 
I^^mp^ spent time together. Mr. d|HHk s cons i stent m< ^ nobody has 
questioned his credibiüty. 

^cla ims that the relationship spânned approximately the years 
1971-77^|HİBfc credibility is questionable. There is no direct 
substantiation. However, within the same ti me span, there are two other 
happenings, unrelated to each other, and to if/tKttKk allegation, which 
invite consideration that the Ş^HB^ allegation miglıt not be a total 
fabrication. In other words, while the details and scope of th^l^Hfe 
allegation may very yvptt be in question, there is the possibility, if not the 
proba bility that som elhing of a sexual nature did occur between Sean Cronin 
and 




Whatever the precise nature of the complaint whichf 
received about Fr. Cronin having boys to his room, it is clear from Msgr's 
letter that the matter was thoroughly discussed with Cardinal Manning on a 
Sunday in late February or early March 1977. It is also certain that the 
Cardinal was gravely concerned that the allegation might be true. He 
brought the matter up for disc ussion twice on that one Sunday. Then, 
contrary to İ^BHH^^^^suggestion that, because of its doubtful nature, 
the matter not be mentioned to Fr. Cronin, the Cardinal chose to meet 
personally wifh Fr. Cronin about it. Why would the Cardinal do these things 
if he was convinced that Fr. Cronin was incapable of misconduct with 
minors. 



The^^m^Pallegation 1979-1982, though not a delict, but for which 

there is ample su pport, confirms the cardinal's suspicion and fulfills^^l 
^BlBKPP^Îlireınent for taking away the doubt about Fr. Cronin's 
capacity to sin with minors. 



As has been poiııted out, these three matters are unrelated save for the 
involvement of Fr. Cronin in ali three. They happen consecutively, which 
indicates a pattern of behavior. 

Parallel witn indications of Fr. Cronin' s sexual abuse minors, are facts and 
indications of his sexual involvement with male adults. 

It is documented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of 
Dublin but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of "grave fear of 
homosexual tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches 
were made to the Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The replies 
of Archbishop McQuaid were unambiğuous; "I could not in conscience agree to 
his beirıg advanced to the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihil obstatîov his entry 
into any diocese". Archbishop Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 
1972. Almost immediately he received a request to release Sean Cronin for 
mcardination into the Archdiocese oftos Angeles. TheTuatter was put to the 
serninary council and the following recommendation was sent to the Archbishop: 
"It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean Cronin be granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibiîity for ordaining him will rest on 
the bishop who accepts him". 



REDACTE0 



tEDACTED 



The stated reason for Sean Cronin' s expulsion from the serninary in Dublin and 
the report of^Him^pnd the ensuing investigation lead to the probable 
conclusion that Sean Cronin is homosexual. If that is so, his advocate will point to 
studies that suggest that a person who is homosexual will not be int erested in 
young boys and vica versa. Therefore, the accusation^B^BHI^ is without 
merit. 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Clergy 
(213)637-7284 



November 9, 2004 



3424 

Wllshlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Callfornla 

90010-2202 



Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 



Your Excellency: 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal RogerM. Mahony to Cardinal J oşeph Ratzinger at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Father Cronin allegedly cormnitted the delict of canon 1395, §2 with a rninor. Cardinal Mahony 
is seeking the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in this matter. 

Wonld yon please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our hehalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith to cover the 
usual tcoca in such matters. 

Thank yon very rmıch for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless yon! 
Yotırs in Christ, 

MoMİgnojbraig A. Cox, J.C.D./ 
Vitfar for Clergy 
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CheckDate: 09.Nov.2004 



ACCLA 



CheckNo. 



176004 



İnvoice Number 



Invoice Date 



Youcher ID 



Gross Amopııt 
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506 VC 



05.Nov.2004 



001 18403 



500.00 



0.00 



500.00 



Vendor Number 



0000002838 



Check Number 



Name 



Date 



Congregation For The Doctrine 



Total Amount 



Total Discounts 



S0.00 



Discounts Taken 



Total Paid Amount 



UJJ.NûV.2004 



'4500.00 



■\ "' ^l^lfl'ki .'los" Angeles, CaCiforma 90010-2241 



. Waçhovla Bank,NA'_: • — -•- -' - 
GiEEnviltoVSoülhÖarollfıa ■ •'. " \- ■ ' 
■|nCDoperalton'wIlh'&PayablaHD.aBlr.edaL- ._ 
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475K13201 ' '. ""'67-1/532'" " 



mm 
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Date 

November 9, 2004 



. Pay Amount ■ 
5 ' '• '500,0.0*** 
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Order Of 
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CONGREGATİON FOR THE DOCTRİNE 

of the Faith 

Piazza Del S OfRzio ü 

00120 Vatican City 
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CCI 006424 



Office of 3424 Los Angeles 



November9, 2004 



His Emineııce 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

Piazza del S . Uffizio, 1 1 

00120 Vatkan City 

EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 



YourEminence: 

I mite in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated in the _ 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in . California. He ispresently domiciled vvıthın onr Archdiocese. 
Father Cronin has been accused of graviora delicta. 

Enclosed please find the pages summarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials assemhled from Father Cronin's file and during oırr rnvestıgatıon. 

Sean Cronin was bom on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for fl» _ 
Archdiocese of Dublin, rreland. He was judged by the Semrnary Councıl to be ımfit, at that tane, 
for ordination as apresbyter, and subsequently he served for a time as a rnıssaonary m Afnca 
He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timofny Manrrmg and .m nmtad to 
serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He began serving as a deacon m tms ^chdıocese m 
1982 W asmcardmated,andtbenordamedtotheSacredOrder ofPresbyterml973. Hehas 
served in a number of assignments untü My 2004 W hen he was placed on admmıstraüve leave. 

İn 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified ûled a lawsuit charging 

that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eıghteen, Father Cronin 
performed sexual acts onhim including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral copulatıon. 
A preliminary investigation was initiated on November 7, 2003 . ■ 

On Time 30 2004 dHhv/as interviev/ed by a canonical auditor. Dming the intervievv, 
l^^m^âMSSçt^dıel^onsUp v/ith Father Cronin spanned the a P proxrmate 
3odofl971 or 1972 (when lMP*was eleven or twelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old; He claimed that Father Cro nin performed approximately seventy or more 
şexualacts on him mcmding rubbing^Bl with his exposed gemtals and ejaculaüng on 
is partially nüde body. 



Letter to Cardinal Joseph Ratzmger 
Regarding Reverend Semt Cronin 
Page2of3 

This alle<ration of atrasive activity on the part of Father Cronin did not emerge in aVacuûm. At 
various points in his priesthood, information had come to offîcials of the Archdiocese ındicating 
inappropriate and imprudent contacts between Father Cronin and others. As early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar discussed concerns about 
Father Cronin's contact with boys wifh the then Archbishop, Cardinal Manning. Unfortunately, 
information ab ont this is sketchy, but the fact of the concern is verifıed in a letter from the pastor, 
|HHHHBIIB^BA The letter references rwo discnssions between Cardinal Manrnng 
TwU^^^K^^^S^ yyh ofwû0m 33:13 noy/ deceased > about F attıer Cronin's, "association 
with boys in his room. 

RED AL IH) 



rn 2003 an official of the Archdio cese wa s notifled throngh legal channel s that a lavvsuit was also 
ffled against the Archdiocese by MH^iMr. t^^Hfccharged that .from 1979 
to 1982, during part of which time he was a mrnor at civil law, Father Cronin provıded hım TOth 
alcohol, ! pornography and engaged in Mssing andhugging in a sexuâl manner. Please note that 
Mr ^■■■■^as not a minör at canon law during this period. On Apnl 16, 2004, Mr. 
■jHpwas interviewed by a canonical auditor. Mr.^MHI^Etated that when he was 
a senior in high school he met Father Cronin who vvas a teacher. He claimed that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin 
supplied him with alcohoüc drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, Hssed him on the 
cheek andtook him to a movie with h omosexnal con tent. Subseqnently, the relatıonshıp 
escalatedto Father Cronin Mssing Mr.flBMP orL themouth and reqneştıng to vıew Mr. 
igenitals. 



In Jııly 2004 having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with experts'in the lav, and having received the recommendation of the review board estabhshed 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised against Father Cronin bore a 
semblanceoftruth. He was thns placed on administrative leave. As mandatedby the norm. of 
Sacramentorum sanciitatis tutela (nal 3), I hereby refer the matter to the Congregatıon for the 
•Döctrine of the Faith. I am attaching the report of the canonical audıtor snmmanzmg the 
fmdingş of the investigation, 

Also, it is important to add that Father Cronrn has had problems with alcohol ab.use to the degree 
that an intervention and residential treatment was reqnired. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, ifany, has not been estabhshed. 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Regarding Reverend Sean Croniıı 
Page 3 of 3 



Father Croniıı has not yet beeıı heard by a canonical auditor. He indicated that he wished to seek 
canonical advice before determining wb.etb.er to consent to an interyiew. To the best of my 
kaowledge s be bas not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civil attorney, however, 
Father Cronin assertsthat he is innocent of ali allegations. 

The sole allegation that gualifîes as graviora delicia is tbat brought by flBHH^ Tbis 
allegation 3 .--especially seen in the context of otber indications and allegations of sexual 
miscpnduct, lea ds to a suspicion of some mong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father 
Q-onin. Note thl^HHHMl allegation is nresent ed in the con text of a financial claim being 
made. Court records show that on several occasions ^^Hfehas had problems with the law. 
Obviously, these facts require care in assessing the credibihty of his accusations, an assessment 
tbat I b elieve can best be made in the context of an ecclesiastical trial. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to Mr. flMtif he genvdnely was ^ctirnized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeedhe is innocent. For that reason I respectfolly request a 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and authorization to initiate a formal 
penal trial, with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on Father 
Cronin if he is forrnd to be guilty of the delici In my assessment, only by means of a trial can . 
the evidence can be fully assessed, âdditional evidence soııght as necessary, and a deterrnination 
be made with moral certitude that will be credible to the people of tbis Archdiocese. 

Should the Congregation not concur with mis request for a trial, I wonld very much appreciate 
direction as to how to proceed. 

Thank you for your attention to this difficrüt matter. Please be as.sured of my prayers. . 
Sincerely yours in Christ, > /] 
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DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in Califomia 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Malıony 


CDF PROT; N. (ifavailable) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Sean Cronin 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 



Date of Birth 


26 October 1943 


Age 


61 


Ordiııatioıı 


Deacon: 7'Oct 1967 
Priest: 8 Sept 1973 


Years of mmistry 


31 



ORIGMAL DIOCESE OF INCARDMATION 



MİNİSTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIO CESE 



Dublin, Irsland 



Los Angeles in Califomia 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 




PROCTJRATOR (incinde ariginal signed mmıdate) 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCTJRATOR 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 



1972 



1973 



1973 



1975 



1977 



Parish 



St. Genevieve 



St. Genevieve 



St Andrew 



1977 



1979 



1979 



1982 



19S4- 
2000 



St. Morıica High School 



St. Monica Parish 



St. Michael High. Sclıool 



St. Michael Parish 



St. Helen 



Maıymount College 



1984 



1988 



1991 



1992- 
2000 



Sts. Peter and Paul 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Oxford University 



St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 



Location 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Panorama City (Van Nuys), 
Califomia 



Pasadena, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Santa Monica, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



Los Angeles, Califomia 



South Gate, Califomia 



Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 



Wilmmgton, Califomia 



Lomita, Califomia 



England 



Lomita, Califomia 



Appointment 



Deacon 



Parochial Vicar 



Incardinated in Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles on 13 June 1973 



Parochial Vicar 



Faculty 



ParocMal Vicar 



Faculty 



Resident 



Resident 



Chaplain 



Resident 



Resident 



Sabbatical 



Resident (resumption) 
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2000 






Sick Leave 


2000 


Our Lady of Lourdes 


NortMdge, CaHfomia 


.Farociial Vicar 


2004 






AdministratİYe Leave 






ACCUŞAHONS AGAINST THE CLEEIC 




Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciatiort' 


1971 - 
1977 


REDACTED 


11 


Groorning, touching of buttocks, sexual 
language, ; rubbing of bodies, toucbing 
of chüd's penis, disrobing cbild, 
rubbing genitals (36 ormore occasions) 


2003 


1979- 
1981 


REDACTED 


17 


Incidents of abuse occurred afteıfke 
complainant was no longer a minör at 
canonlaw, but was a mmor at civûlaıv. 
This is included here far completeness. 
Groomiag, sexual conversaricm, 
provision of alcohol to a minör, Mssing 
on cheek, once oa fhe monûı, request 
thalREDACTED disrobe and display 
bis penis. 


.2003 







CrviL PROCİEDINGS AGAINST THE CLEEIC 



Year 


Type/Case 


Coırviction 


Sentence (incinde copies of civil doaımmts) 


2003 


Civil lawsuit for damages 
REDACTED 


pending 




2003 


nivil la-wsuît'for damages 
REDACTED 


pending 





MEASUEES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 



Year 



2004 



AdministratİYe leave 



SUSTENANCE PROVIDID BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLEEIC 



Full salary, automobile and medical benefits continue to be provided to Fr. Cronin. 
the priest in securing legal coımsel for Ms raminal defense. 



RESPONSEyEECOURSE MADE BY THE CLEEIC 



Year 













BISHOP'S VOTUM 



There have been. accusations and suspicions about Father Cronin's conduct vrith minors and young adults 
that have emerged throughout his priesthood. Early in his priestly service, in the 1970's, his pastor 
consulted with Cardinal Marmmgwithregardto his conduct aroundboys. Complaints of sexual 
haıassment also emerged from young adults during Father Cronin's service as chaplain at Marymoırfli 
College In 2003, two lavreuits were filed alleging sexual abuse of minors. One of those suits mvolves a 
young man who was age seventeen at the lime the alleged abuse began in 1979. Thus, he was not a minör 
at canon law, though he was a minör at civiriaw. The other complaint inyolves abuse allegedly begmnmg 
when the youth was age eleven, and thus a minör at both canon law and civil law. 

We seek authorization to conduct an ecclesiastical penalty trial to assess the charges against Father Crordn 
and, if he is found guilty of abusive conduct with the minör, to impose the penalty of dismissal from the 
clerical state on Father Cronin. 
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Archdlocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 

the Archblshop 

(213)637-7288 



3424 

Wllsh1re 

Boulevard 



November 9, 2004 



Los Angeles 

Callfbrnla 

900IO-220Z 



His Emineo.ce 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

Piazza del S. Uffrzio, 11 

00120 Vatican City 

EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 



Your Eminence: 



Iwrite in regardto the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, apriest mcardmatedhıthe 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled witton our Archdlocese. 
Father Cronin has been accused of graviora delicta. 

Enclosed please find the pages summarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials'assembled from Father Cronin's file and during our ınvestıgatıon. 

Sean Cronin wasbom on October 26, 1943. He was origmaHy ordamed as a deacon for fee 
Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland. He was judged by the Seminary Conncıl to be unfit, at that time, 
for ordination as a presbyter, and subsequently he served for a time as a mıssıonary m Alnca 
He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manmng and was mvıted to 
serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He began serving as a deacon m thıs Archdiocese m 
1982 was incardinated, and then ordained to the Sacred Order of Presbyter m 1973. He has 
served in a number of assignments until July 2004 when he was placed on admmıstratıve leave. 

In 2003 officials of our Archdiocese were notified that W» filed a laws ^ ctargillg 
that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eıghteen, Father Cronin 
performed sexual acts onhim including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral copulation. 
A preliminary investigationwas initiated on November 7, 2003. 

OnJune30 2004 ^■■■fe^s interviewed by a canonical auditor. During the mterview, 
mmgRİ stated that his contact and relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approxrmate 
periodofl971 or 1972 (when .fl^l was eleven or twelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old. He claimed that Father Cronin performed approximately sevenry or more 
sexual acts on him including rubbing )flMfcwith his exposed genitals and ejaculatmg on 
i s p artially nüde body. 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Raizinger 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 
Page 2 of 3 

This allegation of abusive activity on the part of Father Cronin did not emerge in a vacuum. At 
various points in his priesthood, infofmation had come to offîcials of the Arch<hocese mdıcatag 
inannropriate and irriprudent contacts between Father Cronin and others. As early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar dlscnssed concems about 
Father Cronin' s contact with hoys with the then Archbishop, Cardinal Mahnıng. Unfortanately, 
mformation about this is sketchy, but the fact of the concem is verified in a letter from the pastor, 
JnHH|HH^Bfe The letter references two discussions berween Cardinal Manmng 
l^dHB^BHP^ûth of whom are now deceased, about Father Cronin' s, "association 
with boys in his room." 



RtPACltD 



fEDACTEf) 



In 2003 an official of the Archdi ocese was notified thro ugh legal channels that a lawsuit was ; abo 

filedagamstlhe Archdiocese by^MPPBH^B^ İVU *^***^ . 5 ., , 

to 1982 duringpart of wWchthn7hTwas arninor at civil law, Father Cronmprovıdedhrm mth 
alcohol,' pomography and engaged in Hssing and hugging in a sexuâl manner Please note that 
MrfliH was not a minör at canon law dırring this petiod. OnA pnl 16, 2UU4, ıvır. 
^^^S?s interviewed by a canonical auditor. Mr.^BB^tated that when he was 
TsemorirıMgh school he met Father Cronin who was a teacher, He clarmed that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronih's quarters and at arestaurant, Father Cronin 
supphed him with alcohohc drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, kıssed hım on the 
cheekandtookhimtoarûöviewithhomosexualcontent. Subsequently, the relatıonshıp 
escalatedtoF ather Cronin kissing ''t'M»^ the mouth and requestıng to vıew Mr. 
(^■fl^^Agenitals 

In Julv 2004 having reviewed the Information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with iperts in the law, and having received the recommendation of the review board estabhshed 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised against Father Cromn bore a 
semblanceoftruth. He was thus placed on a&ninistrative leave. Asmandatedbythenorm ot 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela (no.13), I hereby refer the matter to the Congregatıon for the 
•Doctrine of the Faith. I am attaching the report of the canonical auditor summarızmg the 
fmdings of the investigation. 

Also it is important to add that Father Cronin has had problems with alcohol abuse to the degree 
that an interyention and residential treatment was required. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, if any, has not been estabhshed. 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Regarding Reverend Seaıı Cronin 
Page 3 of 3 

Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical auditor. He İndicated that he wished to seek 
canonical advice before determining whether to consent to an interview. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civü attomey, however, 
Father Cronin asserts that he is innocent of ali aUegations. 

The sole allegation that qualifıes as graviora ddicta is that brought bytfHHHİ This 
allegation, especially seen in the context of other indications and aUegations of sexual 
misconduct, leads to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual narure on the part of Father 
Cronin Note that flBBU allegation is present ed in the con text of a financıal claım beıng 
made Court records show that on several occasions^B^^has had problems with the law. 
Obviously, these facts require care in assessing the credibihty of his accusations, an assessment 
that I believe can best be made in the context of an ecclesiastical trial. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to ■■pi fhe gemıinely was victimized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully request a 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and anthorizatipn to rmtıate a formal 
penal trial with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clencal state on Father 
Cronin if he is found to be guilty of the deüct. In my assessment, only by means of a trial can . 
the evidence can be fully assessed, additional evidence sought as necessary, and a determınation 
be made with moral certitude that wül be credible to the people of this Archdiocese. 

Should the Congregation not concnr with this request for a trial, I would very much appreciate 
direction as to how to proceed. 

Thank you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be assured of my prayers. 
3İyyoursinChrist, 





Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 




attachments 
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DIOCESE 


Los Angeles in California 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 


CDF PROT. N. {ifavaüable) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Reverend Sean Cronin 



PERSONAL 
DETATLS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


26 October 1943 


Age 


61 


Ordination 


Deacon: 7 Oct 1967 
Priest: 8 Sept 1973 


Years of ministry 


31 



PROCURATOR {incinde original signed mandate) 




CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 





ORİGİNAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION 



MİNİSTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



Dublin, Ireland 



Los- Angeles in California 



ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1972 


St. Genevieve 


Panorama City (VanNuys), 
CaHfomia 


Deacon 


1973 


St Genevieve 


Panorama City (V an Nuys), 
California 


Parochial Vicar 


1973 






mcardinated in Arcbdiocese of 
Los Angeles on 13 June 1973 


1975 


St. Andrew 


Pasadena, California 


Parochial Vicar 


1977 


St. Monica High School 


Santa Monica, California 


Faculty 


1977 


St. Monica Parisb- 


Santa Monica, California 


Parocbial Vicar 


1979 


St. Micbael Higb Scbool 


Los Angeles, CaHfomia 


Faculty 


1979 


St. Micbael Parisb 


Los Angeles, California 


Resident 


1982 


St. Helen 


Sonth Gate, California 


Resident 


1984- 
2000 


Maryrnount College 


Rancbo Palos Verdes, CA 


Cbaplain 


1984 


Sts. Peter and Paul 


Wihnington, California 


Resident 


1988 


St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 


Lomita, California 


Resident 


1991 


Oxford University 


England 


Sabbatical 


1992- 
2000 


St Margaret Mary Alacoque 


Lomita, California 


Resident (resumption) 



2000 






Sick Leave 


2000 


Our Lady of Lourdes 


Northridge, California 


Parochial VicaT 


2004 






Administrative Leave 






ACCUSATIONS AGAİNST THE CLERIC 




Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


1971- 
1977 


REDACTED 


11 


Grooming, touching of buttocks, sexual 
language, , rubbing of bodies, touching 
of cbild's penis, disrobing child, 
rubbing genitals (36 or more occasions) 


2003 


1979- 
1981 


REDACTED 


17 


Incidents of abuse occurred after the 
complainant was no longer a minör at 
canon law, but v/as a rninor at civil kwr 
This is inclııded here for completeness. 
Grooming, sexual conversation, 
provision of alcohol to a minör, Mssing 
on cheek, once on the mouth, request 
^atREDACJED lisrobe and display 

his penis. 


. 2003 
















CIVIL PROCEEDTNGS AGAİNST THE CLEBIC 


Year 


Type/Case 


ConYİction 


Sentence (incinde copies of civil documents) 


2003 


Civil lav/suit for damages 

REDACTED 


pending ' 




2003 


Civil lawsvrit for damages 
REDACTED 


pending 








MEASURES ADOPTED BYTHE DIOCESE 


Year 




2004 


Administrative leave 










SÜSTEN ANCE PROVEDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 


■ Full salary, automobile and medical benefits continue to be pıovided.to Fr. Cronin. Loans made to assist 
the priest in seoıring legal counsel for his criminal defense. 





BESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE B YTHECLERIC 
Year 



BISHOP'S VOTUM 



itere have been accnsations and suspicions about Father Cronin's ^7**^^^*** 
that have emerged throughout his priesthood. Early in his prıesüy semce, jntel970^|jj|or 
c onsulted with Car d inal Maıming with regaıd to ^c^^^^^g^g^^^^^^^ 

^™^^^^thne^e S aUe g ed abusebeganin 1979. Thus, he was not = r 
SoS^ough £ was a minör at civil law. The other complaint involves abuse allegedly begrnrong 
when the yonth was age eleven, and Üms a rninor at both canon law and cıvıl law. 

Weseekauthori Z ationtocondu^^ 

and, if he is found guilty of abusive condnct mth the minör, to rmpose Ûae penalty of dısmıssal fromtne 
clerical state on Father Cronin. - 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for dergy 
(Z 13) 637-7284 



3«4 

Wbhire 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Callfbrnîs 

900İ0-1Z02 



July 13, 2004 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 



Dear Father Cronin: 

Eet me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difficult time. If I can be of service to you, 
please let me kn.ow. 

This letter is to confiım in \VTİting the essential content of onr meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the filing of the two lawsuits alleging sezual abuse of minors on yom part, a 
prelirnirtary investigation was initiated inaccord with canon 1717. I explaiaed that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted fbrther investigations. I also ezplained that the canonical atıditor very much wishes to 
have an opportımity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that mterview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Msconduct Oversight Board has several times exarnined the 
allegations brought against you.- Mtially, the Board recommended you be maintained in miriistıy 
as the investigation commenced. İh its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendation. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please n'ote that being placed on ad mini strative leave does notinvolve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the preliminary investigation, a formal canonical process is w arranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Isüer Sâcrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition v/ould render you liable to canonical penalties. 



During your adrmnistrative leave., you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possîble and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your salary and benefits "Will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles; The 
Archdiocese will also reimburge you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traurnatic time, let me renew my mvitation to make use of one of onr counselors to 
assist you in dealing vrith the stresses and tensions fhat beirıg on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please knoıv that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings youneed! 

Yours in Christ, 




TO: 

FROM: MoBSİgaor 



File 

Craig A- Coı 



DATE: 



ReverendSeanCronin 
HJuly2004 



^^^^ - 

phOTethismammfr 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 




Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct Oversighi Board 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01 ) 



29 June 2004 



The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23 
2004. 



RÖÎACTEP 




In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin' s name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were hsted as plaintiffs. . The brief summaries on 
the list indicated that one of the young men O^^flHB^^ ^eging serious abuse över a 
period of many years (İfliHBl b eginning with the as sigmnent of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant (flflHjfl^^HK) alleged less egreğious but stili abusive 
activities from 1979-1982. beginning at St. Monica's. When informed that these twq individuals 
were prosp ective plaintif fs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct. That denial was reiterated irr a 
letter from ŞBHHP^ at ^ er Crorml ' s attomey, in December of 2003 . 

in December of 2003, lawsuits were fîled by the two men. The information in the lavvsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and January 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made at Father Cronin' s parish on the weekend of 
January 3 1 - February 1 , 2004, infoııııing the people that he had been accıised by two 
individuals. ' • 



On April 16, 2004,^U^m^canonical auditor, interviewed MJHBBBl^He described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 
tajdngmm to a movie that involved scenes of homosexual activity. Accofding to Mr. 
^BHİ^, Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims 
that Father Cronin Mssed him on the mouth, though without using his tonğue. Mr. | 
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Memorandum Regarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Page2 



claims that finall y, on one oc casion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apparently in an earlier 
conversation Mr.Ş^ğgğ/ğmi told Fr - Cronin he had a birthrnark there. Mr^gggg^ did 

not comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 



lfollowed up leads based on, the statement oîUm^^/^K^b\x\ the only sort of 
corroborating irıformation he coüld obtain were verifications that Er. Cronin and '. 
had spent a lot of time together. 

Desmterepeated efforts, we have not obtained the mitten questionnaire from the other plaintiff, 
■BH^^ 01 his mitten statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Board d iscussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the cl aims of M r^JH^were considered but offer httle prospect of success. If 
the claims of Mr.ğ/f/^/g^re accurate, most of what he described consists of tmprofessional 
behavior on the part of Fr, Cronin and apattern of regular and seriöus crossing of boundaries. A 
few Ihihgs, such as the reçmest that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not "French kissing," cross över the İine into âbuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minör is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity-that accompanies "grooming." 

The Boârd has been advised that at this point the eyidence is most likelv insnfScient to.convic t 
Fr. Cronin if this case were to be brought to a canonical triaL However, it appears to the 
members &^^^JIJI^aİ legations are credible^ The claims he malces are "restrained." If 
he was simply inventmg charges he could have claimed far more eğregious activity. His 
allegations together vvith Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violatiöns at Marymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were ali considered and contribute to the follomng recommendations: 

ff l.J) That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
^ be confronted and questioned and given the opportunityto respond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information which, in my md^g/^ff^ 

judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative leave while the investigation contimies. fn accord with 
pohcy, an annormcement w ould be made at Fr. Cronin's parish . 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

That further efforts be made to interview ] 




cc: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 



> 
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MEMORANDUM 




tNFIDENTIAL 



To: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Frorn: 

Date: Wednesday, November 17, 1999 

Re: Father Sean Cronin . 

. Fatheı Cronin is coıoitıg to see yon. I beüeve yovr appoİBtment is November 22. 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



CCI D06443 



RCALA001905 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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ROCHESTER TREATMENT 
CENTER 
4800 - 48 1 " Street, N.E. 

P.O. Box 954 
Rochester, MN 55903 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 



March 8, 2002 



TSse !nfbnH£ÖG3 hss besa öiscksaî ic- yon fi Bccris prcteıtsd tv > v e%3İ 
eaScfertîîîîîj' ruîes (42 CFR, Psrt 2).' The Vcdsrr-I ır.!~: yrsV-V-i ûcîa 
raafctng a:ıy (Lttlıer drclcsur:: of ûılî r:fı-xüî:3n ıu:!::3 ' ..: ' — - 

orpricscuts say aıcchoJ or ira^ £.buss patienı. 



His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahoney 
3424 WüshireBlvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 



Confidential 
Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 



Your Eminence: 



We are pleased to report that Father Sean Cronin has satisfactorily completed the fhird 
and final phase of his recovery program at Guest House, February 25 to 28, 2002. 
During his foımal treatment and Continuing Care, we have witnessed tiıe emergence of 
a dedicated priest who is committed to the goal of long-term quality sobriety. 

The primary focus of Father Cronin' s Continuing Care week was on reviewing and 
revising his Continuing Care Plan. He had individual and group sessions mth the 
therapy staff, attended a minimum of one AA meetiıtg, and participated in group with 
Güest House primary clients. This afforded Father the ability to talk about the 
challenges and rewards of his recovery, He also participated in a group on spirituality. 

Father Cronin reports abstinence since discharge and attendance at AA meetings on a 
weeHy basis. He does have a sponsor who he sees on a regular basis. He is also 
attending priests' meetings within the Archdiocese. 

Physically, Father is in overall good physical health and is following up with his 
physician on a regular basis. He appears to be very ğrateful for sobriety, and he is 
utiîizing the tools of recovery. Overall, I am very pleased with the progress Famer 
Cronin has made. 

I have encîosed a copy of his Contmuing Care Plan for your review, as you can see it is 
very comprehensive. While this cöncludes oür formal interaction with Father Cronin, 
we hope he will stay in touch with us as a part of his ongoing recovery. By copy of 
this îetter, Vv r e remind Father of his cornmitmeat tp sobriety and recovery. 



Your Eminence, thahk you for your ongoing support of Father Cronin and the Guest 
House mission. If you have any questions regarding this correspondence or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully yours, 




JMR/dlp 

Enclosure 
cc." 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
File 



REGEIVFJ31 

s! 

. MAR 2 1. ?Q0?,' 
BY: 
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REDACTED 
Fro m -" REDACTED 



■Page 1 f 1 



Sent: Friday, May 24, 2002 11:02 PM • £ sJi<^l<LjL 

To; REDACTED 

Subject: Misconduct , •— Y 

Dear REDACTED — f/.3 7 7&£^ 

I have often pondered if I should have reported what I felt was misconduct by a priest before now I onlv 
dıd not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsıble for his behavior towaıds me. I befriended the priest in epıestion when I was a senior in hM 
school. I was goıng thıoügh a difficult time coming to terms with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of substance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meeting vdfh me oh a 
regular basış to talk about my problems and God. He would pickme up at my parents house on a v/eeklv 
basış and we would go to dinner, where we drank alcohol, and then return to his residenee to talk 
Ağam, he always served me and himself alcohol. Our sessions often tarnedto discussions abont sex I 
remember him being very interested in the subject At the end of our meeting we would hug He then 
started kissıng me on the lips. I was startled. He told me that in european cultures this was acceptable 
betvveen mea He was Irish. He once took me to A Dutch film that dealt with a youn* man who was ' 
confrontrng his homosexuaiity. He felt that it was a film I should see. It did have sexual content with "ay 
sex. The final ıncıdent for me was when I had told him that I had a birthmark on my penis. One ni^ht he 
asked ıf he could see it. I became angry and told bim I never wânted to see him again I was crushed I 
felt that I had caused this. He betrayed my trusL I honestly feel that this would have and could have ' 
developed mto a more serious sirnation had I had not put an end to it. If s irnportant to note that this ali 
began when I was 17 and ended when I was 1 8. What do you ihink ,??? 
REDACTED 



Chat vvith friends online, try MSN Messenger: Click Here 

. REDACTED 




5/28/2002 
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Office of the 3424 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles Vicar fer Canonlca! Services Wllshlre . Callfomla 

Phone (213) 637-7888 Boulevard 90010-2202 
Fax: (213) 537-6888 



PERSONAL AND CONFTDENTIAL 

30 January2006 

The Most Reverend Diannuid Martin 

Aıchbishop of Dublin 

Archbishop's House 

Druracondra 

Dublin 9 

IRELAND 



Your Grace, 

Tam writing üı the name of Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, to request information conceming the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Although ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Father Cronin 
was originally ordained as a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin on 7 October 1967. 
After his ordination to the diaconate, the Seminary Council evidently judged Cronin to be 
unfit for promotion to priesthood and he subsequently served ibr a time as a missionary 
in Africa. It was there that he met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal. 
Timothy Manning, and was invited to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He came 
to Los Angeles as a deacon in 1972, was incardinated, and was then ordained to the 
priesthood in 1973. 

In 2003, two lawsuits were'filed against the Archdiocese in conjunction with ac- 
cusations advanced by two different men who clarmed that Father Cronin had sexually 
abused them when they were rninors. An initial evaluation of these allegations found 
them to have the semblance of trath, wherefore the Archdiocese began a preliminary in- 
vestigation and placed Father Cronin on administrative leave pending a final resolution of 
the matter. In accordance with the requirements of the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum 
Sanctitaüs Tutela, a full report of these accusations, including the results of the ensuing 
preliminary investigation, was sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
which, on 12 November 2005, granted authorization for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
to roitiate a penal process against Father Cronin. 



Pastoral Regions: 



Our Lady of the Angels 



Sân Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



The information I am now seeking firom Your Grace is that relative to the decision 
of the Seminary Councîl judging Cronin unfit for ordination to the priesthood. Specifi- 
cally, if that judgment was in any way based on inappropriate sexual behavior on the part 
of Cronin, I would respectfully request a eomplete report of tihis, as this will be most 
helpful in providing the Court with more eomplete Monnation and evidence regarding 
the matter that will soon be brought before it for adjudication. 

Thanknng you for your kind assistance in this matter, and loöking fonvard to hear- 
ing from you at your earliest convenience, I remain 



Yours sincerely in Christ, 



Ofnce of ■ 3424 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese of Los Angeiss Vicar rbr Clergy VVIishlre . Callfbrnte. 

(213) S37-72S4 SouisJard 50010-2202 



May 13, 2006 
Personal and Confidential 



Reverend Sean Cronrn 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 



Dear Eather Cronin: 

This is to coııfirm my receipt of your letter, dated 14 April 2006 responding to my earlier letter of 
13March2006. 

Yon expressed your desire to have the opening of the canonical trial regarding the allegations 
made against you deferred nntil the civil lavvsuits have been conchıded. We will respect this 
request and place the matter on hold, informing the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith' of 
this fact. Once the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we will then initiate the 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confirni- that we have received your Mandate appointing Mr. 
J.C.D., J.D. to represent yon in any canonical proceeding. 

As you may know, I will be completing my term of service as Vicar for Clergy at the end of June. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who will assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy.in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fiil you in this Easter season! 

Yours in Christ, - 
/// 



/7 - ,o 



MoBsi^is^Craig A. Co^J.CD. 
"V\caı^for Clergy 



cc: Charles G. Renati, J.C.D., J.D. 



Pastorsl Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando Sarı Gabrie! San Pedrc Santa Barbara 
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MAM)ATE 



Pursuantto Canon 14S1 nf ihr. Cnâp. nf r. 



REVEREND 
torepresentmeas 



SEAN CRONİN, lıereby appoint REDACTED 



my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procurator in ali matters pertaining to my canonical 
status and position in the ArcMocese of Los Angeles, Califomia and to any 
investigatiort, legal process or other action of any kind involving allegaüons of sexual 
abuse brought against me, inchıding any recourşe taken from any suclı process or action. 



Dated: April 5, 2006 



Reverend Sean Cronm 



I hereby acceptthe appointment set forüı in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Croni 




REDACTED 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 



From: 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 6:41 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Fwd: My pain 



Forward this to FaÜıer Seaıı Cronin. 




wrote: 



Date: P ri, 12Mar200 4 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
From: 

Subject : My pain 

FaÜıer Cronin, 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your öther victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone cali ??? I also 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the poliçe. You took 
advantage of my tröst in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
suırounduıg my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's /what my father always told me to do. He toldme I 
could and should go to apriest. 

You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the clinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember Mssîng me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavîor tvith men in European cultures ??? Remember asMng me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't teli anybody else what we talk about ??? That tbey might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drarik together at your residence ??? Remember 
asldng to see the birürmark on my penis ??? Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cron in , my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what tbat's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's döne to my wife and children ?.?? 
Yes, I have two absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
wonder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why be can't sleep at nigîıt. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they wonder. 



You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to teli the truth. Stop being the source of 



RCALA 001914 



Page 2 of 2 

so many people's pain. Yon are an extremely selfishman. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

Göd will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Teli yorır attomey no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. £ 
Please. 




Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo ! Search - Find what you're looldng for faster. 



Do yon Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're loo lring fhr fastpr 
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Notes on tSıemeetiiîs of : REDACTED 

^yiti REDACTED Vicar for Clergy Office - 10/7/1999 - 10:30 AM 

concerning Father Seaıı Cromm ; 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



J 
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REDACTED 

3424 Los Angeles 

Archdlocese of Los Angeles ' Wlshire CalifbmU 

Baulevard 90010-2241 



October 19, 1999 



Revereııd Sean Croniü 
Saint Margaret Maıy Alacoque Church 
25511 Esîıelman Averrue 
Lomit^CA 90717-1827 

Dear Father Çronia, " 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 



PAXI REDACTED 
REDACTl.^ 



Pastpral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabrie! 5an Pedro ' Santa Barbara 
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To: 



"REDACTED 



From; 



REDACTED 



Date: Thursday, October 14, 1999 
Re: Father Sean Cronin 



REDACTED 
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PROFEER RE FATBER SEAN CRONIN 



Data 




10/26/43 


Cronin bom in Ireland. 


10/7/67 


Croniıı ordained for the Diocese of Dublin, Ireland. 


8/69-8/72 


Cronin missionary in Diocese of Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa. 


9/5/72 


Cronin appointed Deacon at St. Genevieve Ctuırch, Van Nuys. 


9/8/73 


Cronin incardinated into Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 


9/8/73 


Cronin assigned to St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys, CA. 


12/27/75 


Cronin assigned to St. Andrews Church, Pasadena. 


3/3/77 


Ltr from pastor at St. Andrews to Archbishop that Archbishop had 
asked pastor about the question of reference to Cronin's association 
with boys in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 


7/1/77 


Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned to 
teach full time at St. Monica High School. 


7/10/79 


Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St. Michael' s Church with faculties as an associate. 


10/8/82 


Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, South Gate, 
with faculties as an associate. 


1/11/84 


Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 
Marymount College, Palos Verdes. 


10/1/84 


Cronin assigned to faculty of Marymount College and granted faculties 
of an Associate at Holy Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 
Paul Church, Wilmington 


7/6/88 


Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 
teach at Marymount College; 


1991-92 


Cronin on Sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Subsequently 
returns to faculty at Marymount College. 


9/23/99 


Memo from the president of Marymount College that he had reported 
to a regional bishop that a student (adult maldBJJP had reported 
inappropriate conversation by Cronin 'v/ho had apparently been 
drirıMng. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 
sexual harassment. . 


10/6/99 


Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his interview of two additiönal 
Marymount College students (male adults J^BH^M who 
reported inappropriate conversation and benavior by Cronin. No 
allegations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 



-29- 
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10/7/99 


Notes of meeting of Vicar for Clergy, the president of Marymount 
College, and jfUHBt described an incident with Father Cronin. 
There w as no sexual contact involved and^gp w as an adult at the 
time of the incident. 


10/19/99 


Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Crönin requesting that he be given a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation, participate in counseling on. boundary 
issues, , participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a new ministry. 


10/19/99 


Telecon of Vicar for Clergy and president of Marymount College re 
|P^(an adult) 


10/19/99 


Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy' s Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confirming that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at ali relevant times. 


ll/5/9y 


JLetter trom attomey ıor Arcnuıocese 10 .rauıer ironin b uvıı diLumey 
concerning the transfer of Father Cronin at the end of the'school year. . 

TTıîo rînp»c rint rplatf* tn fVıilHlır^nrl ^pyilfll 3İ"VnÇP 
JLillo LlUCo İ1UL IClaLC LU UI11ILU1<JUU. üCAUal auuûo. 


1/7/00 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concems about 
Father Cronin 's drinMng had arisen. 


2/10/00- 
9/30/00 


Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest 
House in Rochester, Minnesota. 


1071/00 


Cronin assigned to Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Northridge. 


2/12-16/01 


Cronin participates in aftercare. program at- Guest House ih Rochester, 
MN. 


9/10-14/01 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. 


2/25-28/02 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. . - 


1/7/03 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to file that he had advised Fr. Cronin that 
his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly occürred while Cronin was 
assigned fo St.'Genevieve's from.1973-75. 
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REDACTED 



From: 
Subjecî: 



REDACTED 

VVednesday, May 29, 2002 11:24 PM 

REDACTED 
Misconduct 



j ear REDACTED 



Thank vou for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED ^ a s you' suggested. I would rather not make this a- poliçe matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go . f orward with a poliçe report, what would 
happen to the priest in guestion ??? 



REDACTED 



Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 




1 
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Resldence (213)223-8082 Boulevard 90O1O-224I 



Memo 

Feb. 10, 2000 

T0 ; RE D S D m REDACTED 

Fröm:REDACTED 
Re: Falher Sean Croniıı 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 

Cc: 



Pastoral Regions: Our U'dy of the Angels San Fernando Sar. Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

From: 

Date: Friday, Jaııuary 07, 2000 
Re: Father Sean Cromba 



REDACTED 



CCI 006473 
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Notesön the pîıone conversatikm of REDACTED 
withREDACTED - 10/7/1999 - approx, 10:00 ÂM. 
conceraing Father S eam Crnwîn . 

REDACTED 
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T E 




OFFICE 



To: Legal File 

From: REDACTED 

Subject: Coraplaint regardirtg Fr. Sean 

Date: September 21, 1999 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



RFDAf.TFn 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 
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OFFICE OF ASSISTANCE M3N1STRY V 



TO: 
FROM: 



REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Coordinator 

REDACTED 



RE: 

DA.TE: May 3, 2004 



, r ■„„ tn ^rnvide service to the above-named indİYİdual. I am enclosing 

SSSÎEU S™ of Clergy Ab.se Mtial ^ Patent 

RdeSe Fonn, and the Psychoîherapeuüc Service Pnmder Mormaüon Form. 



So that my Office can monitör the progress of those we reler for co^seling, we ask ffart 
youplease cooperate vaththe followıng: 

1, İmlini Treaiment Plan: 

Please complete and retum.tbe attached form by the third visit. It has beeıı 
SSStoto managemeut. Remember to rnclude a copy of your 
Release of Information form for our records. 

2. Prn ^ress Revorts - 

' W erequkeyotttocompleteprogre^ MyOfficewill 



3. Final Summarv Report : 

This form mil be sent to yon when yon notify my Office you are planmng to 
terminate treatment. 

4. r.nn fîdenûalitv : 

We vmderstand the importance of coriidentiali^ 
irainahealthyalliancemthyourpatients. Ho^ever, I do ask that you. 



CCI 006599 
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Memorandum to 

DateMay3,2004 

Page2 



A- Focus treatment on dealing v/ith. recovefry &om the cleıgy abuse; 

B. Notify me if you need a Child Abuse Report ox a Duty to Wam Report; 

C. Notify me if suicide poteııtial is a serious concem; 

D. Keep me informed of any important pröblems as they arise. 

5, Kp.imhıırsem mt for Services: 

The acreed fee for services will be determined between ine Assistance Mmistry Office 
koordinatör and the terapist regarding the particular client. Wedo not assume 
VJvZmmforpayment for late cancellations or "no shows»for appomtments. df> 

^iSfe^ity number .or Ta* I.D.# oIiTe bili, and send it in a ümely manner tamy 
office. 

PLease enclose a copy of yom cmricul^'vita, copy of your license, and current 
malpractice insurance. 

REDACTED 

If you have questions, I can be reached i 
I look forvvard to wrkrng with you. 



Enclosures (4) 
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file or case # 



REDACTED 



SURVTVOR 



sttrvtvor THERAPY RECORD 

REDACTED 

^HERAPIST 



DATE IMT1AL MEMO AND TREATMENT PLAN SENTr 



■3"- 3-p V" 



DATE INITIAL TREATMENT PLAN AND RELEASE RECEIVED 6-(- 
START THERAPIST PROGRESS REPORTS DATE _____ 



PROGRESS REPORT #1 REOUEST SENT 



hh O / RECEIVED jp- 



PROGRESS REPORT #2 REQUEST SENT 



RECEIVED 



PROGRESS REPORT #3 REOUEST SENT 



RECEIVED 



PROGRESS REPORT #4 REOUEST SENT 



RECEIVED 



PROGRESS REPORT #5 REOUEST SENT 



• RECEIVED 



PROGRESS REPORT #6 REOUEST SENT 



■RECEIVED 



FİNAL SUMMARY REOUEST SENT 



RECEIVED 



SURVIVOR EVALUATION REQUEST SENT 



RECEIVED 



Therapist Address: 



I know that Msgr. Cox left for his annual retreat and is out of the office now. I have no. 
knowledge of any of fhe priests process. 



I ■vvanted to let yon know th at I hope you got started m 
if it' s helpful 

— O'rl glnal Messag e 

From: tfHHB 

Sent ; VVednesday, f^lav 19. 2004 9:05 AM 
To: " 

Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 



in therapy. Let me kno"w 



l'm forwarding your message to Assistance Ministerl 
Msgr. Cox's office. l'm praying for everyone involved. *j 



lwith a-copy-to 




rchdiocese of Los Angeles 



From:j 

Sent: vvednesoay, May 19, 2004 6:04 AM" 
To: Webmaster 

Please fonyard this to somebody who cares. 



Date: Weji, 19 May 2004 05:57:22 -0700 (PDT) 
Froii 

Subject: FiEeFSeântrönm 
To: MsgrCACox| 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

As yon probably already kno.w, I met ^^^^HHl the 

Special Investigator, I came to Los Angeles at my own time and 
expense to meet with bim. I did what you asked me to do. I feel 
it's only fair that you teli me whathas been done about Sean 
Cronin. What v/as the result of the investigation ??? Is Sean 
Cronin going to be removed or has he been removed ??? Is the 
Archdiocese going to honor the " Zero Tolerance " policy ??? 

Healing also begins -vvith communication Msgr. Please give me an 
answer. I deserye that much. Please let me know. 

Thank you. 



98007 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 



REDACTED 
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ST. ANSREV/'S CHURCH 
3 î l NORTH RAYMOND AVENUH 
PASADENA. CAUFOP.N1A 9H03 



Tel. 792-418: 

Jju,&+*. ^^^^ iÇi-ı. 
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OfBceof the 



3424 

VVIlshlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 
Callfomla 
900 10-2202 




VIcar for Canonlcal Services 
Phone: (213)637-7888 
Fax: (213) 637-C888 



PERSONAL AND CONMDENTIAL 



30 January2006 



The Most Reverend Diarmuid Martin 

Archbishop of Dublin 

Archbishop 's House 

Drumcondra 

Dublin 9 

IRELAKD 



Your Grace, 

I am writing in the name of Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, to request information concerning the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

AlthoTigh ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Father Cronin 
was originally ordained as a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin on 7 October 1967. 
After his ordination to the diaconate, the Seminary Council evidently judged Cronin to be 
mı fit for promotion to priesthood and he subseguently served for a time as a missionary 
in Africa. It was there that he met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal. 
Timothy Manning, and was invited to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He came 
to Los Angeles as a deacon in 1972, was incardinated, and was then ordained to the 
priesthood in 1973. 

in 2003, two lawsuits were filed against the ArchdiööSse in conjunction with ac- 
cusations advanced by two different men who claimed that Father Cronin had sexually 
abused them when they were minors. An initial evaluation of these allegations found 
them to have the semblance of truth, wherefore the Archdiocese began a preliminary in- 
vestigation and placed Father Cronin on administrative leave pending a final resolution of 
the matter. In accordance with the requirements of the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum 
Sanctitatis Tutela, a full report of these accusations, including the results of the ensuing 
prehrninary investigation, was sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
which, on 12 November 2005, granted authorization for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
to initiate a penal process against Father Cronin. 



Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Femando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 



CCI 006702 



The information I am now seekLag from Your Grace is that relative to the decision 
of the Seminary Council jndging Cronin nnfit for ordination to the priesthood. Specifi- 
cally, if that judgment was in any way hased on inappropriate sexual hehavior on the part 
of Cronin, I wotdd respectfully request a complete report of this, as this will be most 
helpful in providing the Court with more complete information and evidence regarding 
the matter that will soon be brought before it for adjudication. 

Thanking yon for yonr kind assistance in this matter, and looking forward to hear- 
-in§#om you at your earliest convenience, I remain 



Yours sincerely in Christ, 
REDACTED 



DIAR.MIMD /MAPsTİN 

AHCHBIÎHOP OF DUBLİN 



24* February 2006 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 




I refer to your letter of 30 January concerning the Reverend Sean 
Cronin, a former seminarian for the diocese of Dublin, ordained deacon in 
1967, who was asked to leave the diocesan seminary in 1968. He was 
later ordained for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Father Cronin was asked to leave the seminary because of a 
complaint made by a fellovv student - now ordained - of homosexual 
advances. The decision of the College Council to dismiss him because of 
"grave fear of homosexual tendencies" was unanimous. 

The seminary records show that doubts had been expressed at 
various stages of Father Cronin's time in the seminary. In 1966 he was 
sent for assessment by a Psychiatrist. The following comments from the 
result of the assessment may be of interest" "He is a rather vulnerable 
personality"; "his rather effeminate manner could be a cause of concern" 
"I went as thoroughly as I could into his sexual orientation at a single 
interview and I am reasonably sure that he is heterosexual" "On the basis 
of my examination I could not find any psychiatric reason for advising him 
not to proceed to the priesthood". 

In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches were made to 
the Archdiocese of Dublin by the Bishop of Eldoret (Kenya), the 
Archbishop of Southvvark (England), the Bishop of Leeds (England) the 
Bishop of Fresno (Bishop Timothy Manning, 26 th August 1968) as well as 
by a number of intermediaries. . The replies of my predecessor 
Archbishop McQuaid were unambiguous: "not one hope of ever being 
received by a Bishop", "I could not in conscience agree to his being 
advanced to the priesthood", "I cannot give a 'nihil obstat'for his entry 
into any diocese". 

Archbishop Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972 
and almost immediately received a request to release Sean Cronin for 



incardination into the diocese of Los Angeles. From the correspondence it 
vvould appear that some members of the College Council had in the 
meantime had some doubts about their earlier decision. The matter was 
put again to the College Council and the follovving recommendation was 
sent to the Archbishop "It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean 
Cronin be granted excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for 
ordaining him will rest on the Bishop who accepts him". 

The reason for the change of opinion was due to the fact that the 
seminarian who had made the complaint had later accused another person 
of homosexual behaviour and this accusation was felt to be unfounded. I 
must add that Archbishop McQuaid vvas avvare of this change of view yet 
stili refused to change his adamant position that Sean Cronin should not 
be advanced to ordination. 

I knevv Sean Cronin personally being just one year behind him in 
the seminary. I also know the priest who had accused him and I have 
spoken to him again in these days and he categorically repeats the 
allegation. |^ay^,W0| reason to doubt him. 

The file of Sean Cronin shovvs that he put enormous pressure on a 
wide range of persons to have him accepted in another diocese, even as 
Archbishop McQuaid consistently told him that he vvould not be 
recommended. To my knovvledge, Archbishop Ryan, as opposed to 
Archbishop McQuaid, did not knovv Sean Cronin personally and may have 
benignly conceded to the pressure of requests orchestrated by Father 
Cronin. 

I hope that this information İs of use to you and I remain at your 
service for any other help.I can provide 



Yours very sincerely 




Diarmuid Martin 
Archbishop of Dublin 



t Office of the 3424 Los Angeles 

„ . .. r , » , Vlcar for Canonlcal Services VVIlsrüfe Catifornla 

Archd.ocese of Los Angeles phon£; (2 , 3) 637 . 788a Boulsyard 900 ,0-2202 

Fax: (213) Ö37-68S8 



PERSONAL AND CONFTOENTIAL 



7 March 2006 



The Most Reverend Diarrriuid Martin 

Axch.bish.op of Dublin 

Archbishop's House 

Drumcondra 

Dublin 9 

IRELAND 



Your Grace, 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of 24 February last, re- 
sponding to my query concerning the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

The information which you provided will prove most useful in the canoni- 
cal process that will soon be undertaken with regard to Father Cronin, and I thank 
you for both the promptness and the completeness of your reply. I am also grate- 
ful for your offer of further assistance should the need arise, although — and I am 
happy to say — it is not foreseen that any further information will be necessary. 

Thanking you once more for your kind assistance in this delicate matter, 
and assuring you of my prayerful good wishes, I remain 



Yours sincerely in Christ,, 



1 



Pastoral Regicns: 



Our Lady of the Angels 



San rerr.ando 



San Gabriel . San Pedro Santa Barbara 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wiishire 

Soulevard 



Los Angeles 
Cali famla 
90010-2202 



May 13, 2006 
Personal and Confîdential 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 



DearFather Cronin: 

This is to confirm my receipt of your letter, dated 14 April 2006 responding to my earlier letter of 
13March2006. 

You expressed your desire to have the opening of the canonical trial regarding the allegations 
made against you deferred until the civil lavvsuits have been concluded. We will respect this 
request and place the matter on hold, irrfoırning the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith of 
this fact. Once the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we wül then initiate the 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confirm that we have received your Mandate appointingi 
Fto represent you in any canonical proceeding. 

As you may know, I will be completing my term of service as Vicar for Clergy at the end of June. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who will assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy .in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fiil you in this Easter season! 



Yours in Christ, 




Mo^signai Craig A. Co# J.C.D. 
V<ıç^r<for Clergy 



cc: 
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MANDATE 



Pursuant to Canon 1 48 1 of the Code of Canon Law. I. REVEREND 
SEAN CRONİN, hereby appoint REDACTED [ re present me as 

my canonical counsel, Advocate ana «ocurator in au matters pertaınıng to my canonical 
status and position in the ArcMocese of Los Angeles, California and to any 
investigation, legal process or othıer action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me, including any recourse taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: April5,2006 




Reverend Sean Cronın 



I hereby accept the appointment set forth in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Dated: ADril5.2006 
REDACTED 
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October 19, 1999 



REDACTED 3424 Lo5An g des 

Wilshire Caflfomia 
Archdlocese of Los Angeles Boulevard 9OO10-2Z41 



Reverend Sean Cronin 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacogue Church 
25511 Eshelman Aveaue 
Lomita,CA 90717-1827 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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PROFFER RE FATHER SEAN CRONİN 



Date Description 


10/26/43 


Cronin boın in Ireland. 


10/7/67 


Cronin ordained for the Diocese of Dublin, Ireland. 


8/69-8/72 


Cronin missionary in Diocese of Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa. 


9/5/72 


Cronin appointed Deacon at St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys. 


m/13 


Cronin incardinated into Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 


9/8/73 


Cronin assigned to St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys, CA. 


12/27/75 


Cronin assigned to St. Andrews Church, Pasadena. 


3/3/77 


Ltr from pastor at St. Andrevvs to Archbishop that Archbishop had 
asked pastor about the question of ref erence to Cronin' s association 
with boys in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 


7/1/77 


Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned to 
teach Mİ time at St. Monica High School. 


7/10/79 


. Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St. Michael's Church with faculties as an associate. 


10/8/82 


Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, South Gate, 
with faculties as an associate. 


1/11/84 


Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 
Marymount College, Palos Verdes. 


10/1/84 


Cronin assigned to faculty of Marymount College and granted faculties 
of an Associate at Holy Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 
Paul Church, Wilmington 


7/6/88 


Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 
teach at Marymount College; 


1991-92 


Cronin on Sabbatical at OxfordUniversity, England. Subsequently 
retums to faculty at Marymount College. 


9/23/99 


Memo from the president of Marymount "College that he had reported 
to a regional bishop that a student (adult male flMK had reported 
inappropriate conversation by Cronin who had apparently been 
drinking. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 
sexual harassment. 


10/6/99 


Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his interview of two additional 
Marymount College students (male adults:^H|^^|^who 

reported inappropriate conversation and behavior by Cronin. No 
allegations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 
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10/7/99 


Notes of meeting of Vicar for Clergy, the president of Marymount 
College, and 4^flHV described an incident with Father Cronin. 
There was no sexual contact involved andHHfwas an adult at the 
time of the incident. 


10/19/99 


Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Cronin requesting that he be given a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation, participate in counseling on boundary 
issues, , participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a new ministry. 


10/19/99 


Telecon of Vicar for Clergy and president of Marymount College re 
HHt (an adult) 


10/19/99 


Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy' s Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confirming that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at ali relevant times. 


11/5/99 


Letter from attorney for Archdiocese to Father Cronin' s civil attorney 
conceming the transfer of Father Cronin at the end of the'school year. 
inıs üoes not reıate to cniıunoou. sexuaı aouse. 


1/7/00 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concerns about 
Father Cronin' s drinking had arisen. 


2/10/00- 
9/30/00 


Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest 
House in Rochester, Minnesota. 


10/1/00 


Cronin assignedto OurLady of Lourdes Church, Northridge. 


2/12-16/01 


Cronin participates in aftercare. program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. 


9/10-14/01 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. 


2/25-28/02 


Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
MN. . ^ / 


1/7/03 


Memo from Vicar for Clergy to file that he nad advised Fr. Cronin that 
his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospeçtive 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly oceurred while Cronin was 
assigned to St. Genevieve's from, 1973-7 5. 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 




From: 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 6:41 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Forward this to Father Sean Cronin. 





Date: Fri, 12Mar200 4 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
From:1 
SubjectrMyı 
To: drcronin| 

Father Cronin, 

I carı only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli yon about mine. 

I warned you twenty fotır years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone cali ??? I also . 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the poliçe. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circurhstances 
surrounding -my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for şpiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering clrinks for both of us ??? Remember Mssing me on the lips and telliag me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the hompsexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life.with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't teli anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
asldng to see the birthmark on my penis ??? Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my meinory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ?.?? 
Yes, I have two absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
wonder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they wonder. 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to teli the truth. Stop being the source of 



i mcınr\r\A 
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so mahy people's pain. Yon are an extremely selfîsh man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and ycrar reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. Yon must save yourself. 

Teli your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hıırting. 

Please. 
REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're lookrng for faster. 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're looking for faster. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 



Office of 
Vlcar for Oergy 
(213) 637-7284 



3424 

Wilshlre 

Boulevard 



Los Angeles 

Cailfomla 

90010-2202 



July 13, 2004 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Onr Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 



Dear Father Cronin: 

Let me begin by assııring you of my prayers in this difficult time. If I can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confirm in miting the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to yotı 
that, since the filin g of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted fufther investigatiorıs. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much._wish.es to 
have an opportrınity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a - 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to scbedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you. Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in ministry 
as the investigation commenced. İn its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
ad mini strative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board' s recommendatidn. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I persönally notifiedyou. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the prehminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity.to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Atlministrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 



iicoral flegions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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During your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. Duıing 
your leave, your salary and benefits will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdiocese will also reimburse yon for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 



During this traumatic time, İst me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 



Agahı, please know that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 



Yours in Christ, 
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TO: Füe 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 My 2004 



Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on adrninistrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday mörning for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony as^m^ Both agreed with me that it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
phone this moming. 
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Note* 3 iUo "i«°+î«« REDACTED 

with REDACTED - 10/7/1999 - 10:30 AM 

concernhıg Father Sean Cronin 
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CONGREGATTO 
PRO DOCTRINA FTDEI 



00120 Gtti del Vatkana, 

Palazzo del S. Uffizio 12 November 2005 



782/2004-22104 



Prot. N 

(İn responsione fiat metıtio huius numen) 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Your Eminence, 

Tfıank you for your correspondence of 19 November 2004 regarding the Rev. 
Sean CRONIN, apriest of your Archdiocese accused of the sexual abuse of minors. 

After baving carefully examined the Açta, and. in light of Your Eminence's 
comments, this Congregation grants the requested derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the delict of sexual abuse of a minör. You af e thus authorized to 
initiate a penal process as soon as possible. 

Your Eminence is kindly reauested to infonp the accused of the allegations and 
proofs, while affording him the opportunity, via his canonical advocate, of a proper 
defence. On completion of the above-mentioned process at First Instance, the 
Tribunal is asked to fprvvard the Açta to. the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kindness and prayerful best wishes, I remain 



His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal Mahony 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Office of the Archbishop 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 900 10-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



Yours sincerely in Christ, 




8B William J./LHVADA 
Archbishop Emeritus^eff San Francisco 
Prefect 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHİNGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 



Apostolic Nunciatuee 
United States of America 



25. 695 



Noveıaber 12, 2004 



No. 



This No. Should Be Prefized to the Ansuıer 



Dear Monsignor Cox: 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 9, 2004, 
with enclosures. 



Rest assured that the correspondence concerrıing the 



Reverend Sean Croniıı, including check for taxa in amount 
$500.00 will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to 
His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect, Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. • 



With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 



Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 




Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 
Apostolic Nuncio 
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CMOB # u67 

Considered by CMOB @ 
Inacûve Date 

Case Name College Chaplin 

Active Case? H 



Priest Name 
DOB 
Ethnicity 
Diocese 
Canon State 
Religious Order 
Incardinaüon 
Date Of Ordination 
Clergy Status 



Cronin, Sean 

10/26/1943 

Irislı 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Diocesan Priest 

Los Angeles 
1973 

Administratîve Leave 



Clergy (Faculties) 

Religious □ 
Diocesan □ 
Description 



Deacon 
DOB 
Diocese 
Ethnicity 
Ordination 
Status 



Date Referred to Vıcar 
Date Of Alleged Incident 
Atleged Victim 
Multiple Victims 
Accusers 
Investigation Complete 
Investigator Name 
Removed From Ministry 
Date Removed From Ministry 
Date Returned To Ministry 
Case Disposition 
DispositionComments 

Intervention 
Description 



11/12/2003 
1968 

Minör Male 

□ 

□ 

REDACTED 

□ 



□ 

Anglo, Assoc. Pastor, age 60, ordained in 1973. In 1999 three male students 
alleged Fr. X, a college chaplain, was "coming on" to them with sexual 
comments, inappropriate touching of buttocks, ımwanted attentions; both 
faculty & students report smelling alcohol on his breath. Fr. X removed as 
chaplain ^REDACTED 

REDACTED Therapy was offered to young men. REDACTED 
REDACTED , 

Jan. 2003 Fr. X appeared on attorney list of alleged perpetrators of minors 
with sketchy information; Fr. X denied any misconduct. In Oct. 2003 a 



Tuesday, June 01, 2010 
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/ised üst included descriptions of allegations l jrious abusive behavior 
with two minör boys, one alleging abuse ftom 1968-77 & the other from 
1979-82. İnvestigation just initiated. No action taken as yet. 



Case Staîus 



November 12, 2003 
January28, 2004 
June 09, 2004 



June 23, 2004 



July 14, 2004 

September 08, 2004 
November 10, 2004 



February 09, 2005 
March 22, 2006 

June 14, 2006 
June 14, 2006 

May 24, 2010 



It was the consensus of the Board that the matter be investigated 
by the Investigator and that a follovv up report be made at the 
next meeting. 

Msgr. Cox stated that after consultation, it was agreed that 
announcements be made this weekend at Fr.'s parishes prior to 
media coverage. 

The Board suggested an attempt be made to obtain medical 
records regarding the second complainant. It was the consensus 
that an intervievv and/or the plaintiff s questionnaire vvith regard 
to the fırst complainant be obtained as soon as possible and that 
Fr. be confronted vvith the allegations. This matter should 
return to the Board at the next meeting on 6/23 for further 
consideration. 

The Board recommended the follövving: 1) Fr. Cronin be 
confronted by V/C & the canonical auditor, questioned & given 
an opportunity to respond; 2) Unless his statement produces 
information requiring further investigation and/or consideration 
by the Board, he be placed on administrative leave vvbile the 
investigation continues & an announcement vvould be made at 
the parish; 3) Report be made to CMOB at the next meeting; 
and 4) Efforts be made to interview the plaintiff. 
Investigatoı REDACTED vas able to intervievv the first 
complainant. Msgr. Cox met vvith Fr. X last night and placed 
him on administrative leave. Announcements vvill be made in 
the parish this vveekend 

Announcements were made vveekend of July 17-18,2004. 
investigation is on-going 

Father Cronin vvas put on administrative leave in July and is 
staying vvith family friends. The matter vvas referred to Rome 
on November 9, 2004 requesting a full canonical trial, and if 
found guilty, to be dismissed from the clerical state. 
The matter is in Rome for consideration. 

Trial has been authorized by Rome and is expected to begin in 
the near future. Father vvas given the option to resign but vvants 
to go forvvard vvith the trial. 

Trial vvill be postponed until the lavvsuits are settled or tried. 

The canonoical trial vvill be postponed until the lavvsuits are 
settled. 

Fr. X has agreed to petition the Holy Father for laicization. 
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Follow Up 
Follow Up Date 
Legal Proceedlngs 
Legal Proceedlngs? □ 
Court Cases Settled 
Response 
Response Date 

Sent To Rome? & Date Sent To Rome 

Canonical Trial ® Canonical Trial Date 
Canonical Dlsposlüon 
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ID 

CMOB# 

Case Name 

Active Case? 

Clerîc Name 

Cleric Age 

Cleric Ethnicity 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status 

Date Referred To Vicar 

Claimant 

Date Of Âlleged Incident 
Investigation Complete 
Investigator Name 
Date Investigation Initiated 
Date Investigation Completed 
Case Disposition 

Intervention 
Description 



67 
067 

College Chaplin 


Sean Cronin 
60 

Anglo 

Los Angeles 
1973 

Gn Leave 
11/12/2003 
Minör Male 
1968 

□ 

REDACTED 



□ 

Anglo, Assoc. Pastoı, age 60, ordained in 1973. In 1999 thıee male 
students allegedFı. X, a college chaplain, was "coming on" to th.em 
with sexual comments, inappropriate totıching of buttocks, unwanted 
attentions; both faculty & students report smelling alconol on his 
breath. REDACTED 

REDACTED Therauv was offered to 

young men. REDACTED 

REDACTED ı. In Jan. 2003 Fr. X appeared on 

attorney list of alleged peıpetrators of minors with sketchy 
Information; Fr. X denied any misconduct. In Oct 2003 a revised 
list included descriptions of allegations of serious abusive behavior 
with two minör boys, one alleging abuse from 1968-77 & the other 
from 1979-82. Investigation just initiated. No action talcen as yet 



Case Status 



November 12, 2003 It was the consensus of the Board that the 

matter be învestigated by the Investigator and 
that a follovv up report be made at the next 
meeting, 

January 28, 2004 Msgr. Cox stated that after consultation, it was 

agreed that announcements be made this 
vveekend at Fr.'s parishes prior to media 
coverage. 
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June 09, 2004 



June 23, 2004 



July 14, 2004 

September 08, 2004 
November 10, 2004 



February 09, 2005 

Follow Up 
Follow Up Date 
Legal Proceedings 
Sent To Rotne? 
Canonical Trial 
Canonical Dîsposition 
Page 



The Board suggested an attempt be made to 
obtain medîcal records regarding the second 
complainant. It was the consensus that an 
intervievv and/or the plaintiff's questlonnaire 
with regard to the first complainant be 
obtained as soon as possible and that Fr. be 
confronted vvith the allegations. This matter 
should return to the Board at the next meeting 
on 6/23 forfurther consideration. 

The Board recommended the follovving: 1) Fr. 
Cronin be confronted by V/C & the canonical 
auditor, questioned & given an opportunity to 
respond; 2) Unless his statement produces 
information requiring further investigatlon 
and/or consideration by the Board, he be 
placed on administrative leave vvhile the 
investigation continues & an announcement 
vvould be made at the parish; 3) Report be 
made to CMOB at the next meeting; and 4) 
Efforts be made t-n întervievv the plaintiff. 

T ... . REDACTED , , ; . . . 

Investıgator vvas able to ıntervıew 

the first complainant, Msgr, Cox met with Fr. 
X last night and placed him on administrative 
leave. Announcements will be made in the 
parish this vveekend 

Announcements vvere made vveekend of July 
17-18,2004. investigation is on-going 
Father Cronin vvas put on administrative leave 
in July and is staying vvith family friends. The 
matter vvas referred to Rome on November 9, 
2004 requesting a full canonical trial, and if 
found guilty, to be dismissed from the clerical 
state. 

The matter is in Rome for consideration. 
Response from Rome 



□ 
□ 

14 



Date Sent To Rome 
Canonical Trial Date 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record 



Rev Sean Cronin 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 

REDACTED 




Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
Seminary 
Ethnicity 



10/26/1943 

Macroom, County Cork, Ireland 

10/7/1967 

9/8/1973 

Archdîocese of Los Angeles 
6/13/1973 

Latin 

Administrative Leave 

Holy Cross College, Dublin, Ireland 

Irisfı 



Age 65 
Deanery 22 



Fax phone 



REDACTED 



Fîngerprint Verifîcation and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Safeguard Training 



Assignment History 



Assignment 

Administrative Leave 



Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Northridge Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service, Original term was from 10/1/2000 to 
6/30/2005. 

Sick Leave 

Sabbatîcal, Cocford 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Resident, Active 
Service 

SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Wilmington Resident, Resident 

IMarymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes Chaplain, Active Service, Also 
faculty 

St. Helen Catholic Church, South Gate Resident, Resident 



Beginning Date Completion Date 

7/13/2004 



10/1/2000 

2/10/2000 
1/1/1991 
7/6/1988 

10/1/1984 
9/1/1984 

10/18/1982 



7/13/2004 

9/30/2000 
1/1/1992 
2/9/2000 

7/5/1988 
2/9/2000 

9/30/1984 
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St. Mıcnael Hıgh School, Los Angeles taucaııon-ıeacner/racuııy, mliivk 


7/10/1979 


8/31/1984 


Service 






St. Michael Catholic Church, Los Angeles Resident, Resident 


7/10/1979 


10/17/1982 


ot. Monica nign bCnOOI, banta l v IOnlCa cauCaUUn I cdUlcI/raLUiLy, nuıvc 


7/1/1977 


7/9/1979 


Service 






bt. rionıca Latnoııc murcn, banta rıoniLa kcsiuciil, t\coiucıiL 


7/1/1977 


7/7/1979 


St. Andrevv Catholic Church, Pasadena Assocıate Pastor (Farocnıaı vıcarj, 


17/77/1 975 


6/30/1977 


Active Service 






St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Associate Pastor (Parochial 


9/8/1973 


12/26/1975 


Vicar), Active Service 






St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Deacon, Active Service 


9/5/1972 


9/7/1973 
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900İ0-Z202 



REDACTED 



~ REDACTED 

Dea: 

la Cardiaal Mahoay's absence, I am replying to your letter addressed to Mm of July 19, 2004. 
First of ali, let me thank you for writing and for expressing your support for Father Sean Cronin. 
I am glad that you and others have encountered blessings in Ms ministry. He is fortunate to be 
able to rely on your friendsHp and support in this diffıcult time. 

It is not possible to answer many of the questions you raised, precisely because to do so would 
violate Father Cronin 's rights, as well as the rights of other people involved in this process. The 
process we use fully respects the norms of canon law and the requirements of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. These norms include protections for the rights of an accused. 
There are indeed "people fromthe pews" represented on the Clergy Misconduct Oversight 
Board, as well as well respected members of the presbyterate representing the priests of the 
Archdiocese. ha addition, part of my task as a consıütant to the Board is to assure that canonical 
procedures are followed and the rishts of nriests are respected. I take that responsibility very, 
very seriously. Your pastor REDACTED will he able to share with you my reputation with 
regard to protecting the rights of priests. 

Having experienced the deliberations of the Board for well över a year now, I am wonderfully 
impressed at the balance, good judgment, and care for the rights of an accused that the members 
demonstrate time and agahı. At the same time, the members of the Board are constantly striving 
to do an even better job. For that reason, I shared your letter w itlREDACTED the Chair 

of the Board, so that he wöuld be fully aware of the concerns you raised. 

There is oversight built into the system so that the actions of the Board, my own actions, and 
even the decisions of Cardinal are reviewed. Among other elements this oversight includes an 
annual audit conducted by the National Review Board and Conference of Bishops, the review of 
cases by the promoter of justice, and the oversight of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The Council of Priests also reviews policies and procedures related to the investigation of 
claims of sexual misconduct and makes recommendations. As the canonical process moves 
forward, Father Cronin will be afforded the opportunity to exercise ali of the elements of the 
right of defense provided by canon law. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of theAngels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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I again want to thank yoıı for writing. I realize I have not been able to answer ali of your 
questions. As I mentioned, to get into too nıany specifics would require that I violate Father 
Cronin's ıights and also violate my responsibility to maintain the confidentiality appropriate to 
ecclesiastical processes as I am bound to do by the Holy See. 

Please continue to pray for Father Cronin, for Cardinal Mahony, for me in my challenging 
ministry, and for the members of the Clergy Misconduct Oversiğht Board. Finally, please pray 
that our ongoing investigation estabhshes vmcovers the truth and results in a final decision that is 
just and in accord with the will of God. 

May God bless you! 

Sincerely yours in Christ; 




REDACTED 



cc: 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 



FROM: 



REDACTED 



- REDACTED 



ClergyMisconduct Oversight Board 



RE: 



Recommendation ofthe ClergyMisconduct Oversight Board 
ReverendSean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 



DATE: 



29 June 2004 



The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23 
2004. 

Jji 1999, while Father Cronin was serving as chaplain atMarymount Coîlege, reports came to the 
administration of the College and the Vicar for Clergy that he was involved in boundary 
violations with sexual overtones with young adult students at the College. The reports were 
investigated and while no allegations of acrual abuse emerged, there were sufficient concems 
about his conduct to cause the Vicar to remove him from his service as chaplain. As part ofthe 
intervention, Father Cronin was required to take training in boundary issues and,, in 2000-2001, 
he was treated at Guest House for alcohol/substance abuse issues. 

In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin' s name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
bytheplaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were listed as plaintiffs. Thebrief summaries on 
the list.indicated that one of the young merREDACTED was alleging serious abuse över a 
period of many years (1968-1977) beginning with the assignment of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other cornplainant REDACTED alleged less egregious but stili abusive 
activities from.l 979-1982, hegirmmg at St. Monica's. When:informed that these two individuals 
were prospective plaintiffs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct: That denial was reiterated ih a 
letter fromREDACTED, Father Cronin's attorhey, in December of 2003. 

In December of 2003, lawsuits were filed by the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. fn December 2003 and January 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations, Announcements were made at Father Cronin's parish on the weekend of 
January 3 1 - February 1, 2004, informing the people that he had been accused by tvvo 
individuals. 

On April 1 6, 2004 REDACTED . canonical auditor, fnterviewec REDACTED . He described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 

. , . REDACTED 

talcmg hım to a movıe that involved scenes of homosexual activity. According to 

EDACTED p r _ c ron i n W ould gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims 

that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though without using his tongue.REDACTED 
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claims that fmallv, on one occasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apnarentlv m aoearher 
conyersationREDACTED had told Fr. Cronin he had abirthmark there.KEDAC I hü did 
not comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take hirn home immediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

REDACTED followed up ı ea ds based on the statement ojREDACTED but the ^gj^f 
corroborating informationhe could obtain were veriflcations that Fr. Cronin and 
had spent a lot of time together. 

•nesnite reneated efforts, we have not obtained the mitten questionnaire fromthe otherplaintiff, 
REDACTED or his mitten statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Boarrl riiscnssed Fr. Crönin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the claims REDACTED ; were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims : REDACTED are accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional 
behavior on the part of Fr, Cronin and a pattem of regular and serious crossing of boundaries. A 
few things, such as the request that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not "Frendi kissing," cross över the üne into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol'to a minör is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "grooming." 

The Board has heen advised that at this noint the evidence is mo ştlikely msuffjcient to convict 
Fr Cronin if this case were to b ebrought to a canonicaL ttiai However, it appears to the 
■^n^b^sliREDACTED allegations arec redıble,, The claims he makes are "restrained." If 
hewas simply inventing charges he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Crönin's subsequent boundary violations at Marymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were ali considered and contribute to the following recommendations: 

ÎT) That Father Cronin be invited to meet jrith the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunity to respond. 

. „ , . . jREDACTED 

That unless Fr. Crönin's statement produces mformatıon whıch, m my and 
judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative leave while the investigation continues, h ı a ccord with 
policy, an announcement would be made at Fr. Crönin's parish . 

(jp That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

J ■ . • REDACTED 

4, ) That fuı-ther efforts be made to mtervıe^ 





cc: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
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SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONİN 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was notified thröueh nroner channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese hyREDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minör student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pornography 
and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

REDACTED 

Upon receipt of the above information, was identified through a 

limited background investigation. On April 16, 2004.REDACTED 
was interviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 

Beverly Hills, CA, by canonical rnvestigatoı RE _ DAC I ED At that time 

he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started strictly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship became what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseling sessions. Later in these evening 
sessions he would provide REDACTED more alcohol, engage in sexual 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and finally on the mouth, while holding 
redacted gazing into his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronin requested to view REDACTED genitals 
at which time REDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

redacted states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recentiy. Three persons whose names were nrovided "by REDACTED were 

interviewed and confirmed only thaı was counseled by Cronin at 

Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica's recalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

REDACTED background data and the five-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 



Synopsis- Father Sean Cronin 



Iıı October 2003 the Archdiocese was also notified tha KtUAU 1 tu fîled a 
lawsuit chargirig that when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church. A background investigation limited only to identifying 
him was conducted n REDACTED which is contained in Cronin's file. Ih 
March 2004 REDACTED attorney, who is a lso REDACTED attorney, informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would makt REDACTED available for 
interview; however, after numerous additional requests has not done so. 
One priest at Saint Genevieve 's Church was interviewed in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 



REDACTED 



REDACTED 
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SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was notifîed through proper channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese by REDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minör student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pornography 
and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

Upon receipt of the above informatio: RE ^ A( -'~'" E '" ) was identified ıhroııeh a 
limited background investigation. On April 16, 2004 REDA( ~' TED 
was mterviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 
Beverly Hills, CA, by canonical investigatoıREDACTED ı. At that time 
he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started strictly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship beeame what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseline: sessions. Later in these evening 
sessions he would provide REDACTED more alcohol, engage in sexual 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and finally on the mouth, while holding 

REDACTED g az i n g jnto his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronin requested to v i ew REDACTED genitals 
at which time REDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

REDACTED states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recently. Three persons whose names were provided "by REDACTED were 
intervievved and confırmed only thaı REDA ^TED was counseledby Cronin at 
Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica's recalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

REDACTED background data and the five-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 
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Synopsis- Father Sean Cranin 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was also notified thaı REDA( ^ TED » fıled a 
lawsuit charging that when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church. A background investigation limited only to identifying 
him was conducted 0I REDACTED ^hich is contained in Cronin' s file. In 
March 2004 RED „ ACTED attorney, who is also REDACTED attorney, informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would make REDACTED available for 
interview; however, after mımerous additional reqrıests has not done so. 
One priest at Saint Genevieve' s Church was intervievved in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



From: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Sent: VVednesday, March 17, 2004 9:29 AM 
To: REDACTED 
Subject: FW: My pain 
REDACTED 

The first of severai transfers. 
Craig 

r~ c REDÂCTED 
Froıt 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2Ö04 6:41 AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Fonvard this to Father Sean Cronin. 
REDACTED 



Date: Fri, 12 Mar 2004 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
FromREDACTED 

Subject: Mypain 
TtREDACTED 



• wrote: 



Father Cronin, 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me teli you about mine, 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone cali ??? I also 
told you that you were very Iucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the poliçe. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
surrounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to apriest. 



You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't teli anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
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REDACTED ^ ' Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

Yon can imagine how devastated I was wben I read you had denied the allegations. Do yon 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ??? Yes, 
I have two absolutely beautiM children who wonder why their father is so sad. They wonder 
why their father has beconıe so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They wonder, 
Father Cronin, they wonder. 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to teli the truth. Stop being the source of 
so many people's pain. You are an extremely selfish man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Teli your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 
REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're looldng for faster. 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Search - Find what you're looking for faster. 
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REDACTED 



From: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Sent: VVednesday, March 17, 2004 9:30 AM 

To: REDACTED 

Subject: FW: Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 

Second transfer. 
Craig 

Oriainal Messaae 

FromREDACTED 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 8:22 PM 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

My attorney a { REDACTED has begged me not to contact anybody at the Archdiocese. He told me that he 
would contact the attorneys from the Archdiocese so that we could arrange a controlled meeting, where I 
could teli my story. But Msgr., I've already told my story. I told my story to the Archdiocese, the LAPD, 
my attorney, and certain family members. 

I don't care about lawyers anymore. I don't care about the legal system. I care about justice and I care 
about the church and I care about the fact that Father Sean Cronin is a har. Perhaps it's the attorney's 
from the Archdiocese that are telling him to deny the allegations. I suspect I'm right. How can a Catholic 
priest deny due process ??? He knows the truth. How can he stand on the altar and say mass ??? Why do 
you allow this ??? You and the Archdiocese are pouring salt on our wounds ! ! ! 

Msgr. Cox, the trath will be revealed. Father Sean Cronin will be removed from active ministry. The 
burden will be on your shoulders and the shoulders of those who protected him. 

Before you go rushing off fonvarding this e-mail and my identity to the attorney's and the special 
investigator, let me save you some time. I'm a very credible man. I come from a REDACTED 
redacted i bave a wife and two beautiful children, I have no criminal record, I have a AAA credit rating. 
Don't bother dragging me through the mud, you won't come up with anything damaging. What you 
might come up with, WILL work against the Archdiocese. 

Msgr. Cox, THİS IS NOT ABOUT MONEY. This is about betrayal of trust. This is about putting an end 
to this awful truth that has plagued the church. This is about doing the right thing. 

I am absolutely convinced that if you review Sean Cronin's personnel files, you will see a pattern. A 
disturbing pattern that might point towards something. I'm aware that the Archdiocese keeps two 
separate types of personnel files. The one's you hand över to the District Attorney, and the one's you 
keep in a cold, dark place that never see the light of day. Take a look at these REDACTED these över to 
the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. 
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And, Msgr., when it's ali said and done, the finger may point in your direction. The finger will point out 
those who protected these men. That's what happened in Boston. Don't you people ever learn ??? 

I wish that, as men, we could keep this among ourselves. I'm not so naive. Go ahead, use this against me 
in a court of law. I will prevail. I'm on the side of truth. I have nothing to hide. 

God is my witness . 

Thank you. 
REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Mail - More reliable, more storage, less spam 
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REDACTED 



From: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Sent: VVednesday, March 17, 2004 9:31 AM 
To: REDACTED 

Subject: FW: I have an idea... 
REDACTED 

Last transfer. I do not know if he sent this to me deüberately or accidentally. 
Craig 

Oriainal Messaae 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2004 7:47 AM 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: Fwd: I have an idea.., 



REDACTED 

wrote: 

Date: Sat, 13 Mar 2004 07:25:57 -0800 CPST) 

FromREDACTED 

Subiect: I have an idea... 
ToREDACTED 

REDACTED 

IVe had just enough of this bullshit the Archdiocese and Msgr. Cox and the whole gang are 
trying to pull. Tm seriouslv considering coming to Los Angeles and maMng some noise. I was 
hoping thatREDACTED vvould be successful in setting up a meeting with the Archdiocese, 
but I haven't heard anything. I don't blame him, I know they're very busy on both sides. 

If I was to come to Los Angeles, would you be willing to go with me to Our Lady of Lourdes 
and protest ??? Could you guarantee that we could arrange a show of force ??? 

Does SNAP usually alert the media before they take such actions ??? 

I'm very, very concerned about parishioners having a negative reaction. I'm not a meek, humble 
man in the face of insults. I'm a big guy with a very hot temper at this point in time. 

What sort of protection does SNAP have during these protests ??? Can we insist that the LAPD 
be there to keep everybody in line ??? 

REDACTED 

, I'll be leaving my wife, my children, my job and travehng a long distance at my expense. 
I want MAXIMUM impact and ]VLAXIMUM exposure. 

I want Cronin gone. 
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Your thoughts. 

REDACTED 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Mail - More rellable, more storage, less spam 
Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Mail - More reliable, more storage, less spam 
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10 Priests 
ilLawsuitş 
Stili on Job 

L.A. Ar chdioeese şays it . 
lacks evidence of abuse. 
Cases test limits öf the 
'zerp tolerarice' pölicy. 
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ANİ! JE&ÎT GtJCCIÖÎTE '' 

•Tfmes'$tûffWriters 

At le&st 10 priests in tüe'Ro- 
man C!atİıoIlç Archdlticese öf İos 
Angeles remain İn parish rninis- 
,try despite lâwsuits filed late last 
- year theçb accüse them of molest- 
ingchüdren. \- • - ' 

Anıöng tlıe priests arasome 
of the archdiocese's mostpronıl- 
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tö supgbrt the allegjatiöris atidj İn. 
' söme casşş, theır ■ jnâbilitytp lü- 
,terview. ttfe victimsi Announce- . 
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made Ihih'e cpü^rşğatlons of the 
priests last Sunday. ; 
. EachcleriĞ^as^enied-vf^ng- 
' ' doing, and none are un,der 'ĞâîüL- 
: nalinves.tigaUon. :-• '.' ' 

The başeş töst tlıe ;ltotts of 
the Vatiisan'fî. ."zfirri , tolerahee" 
poliey 
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.'&et ihat tlırövığh thoirithiek e^ :.;•.'••'... ' A .'^c»;4;5^ -: ; l..(tep^g;.f(iaestş âgaInst^whom 
■^^aMealİîeads?? , ■• V ^'si 'S;İie|iâsW^^^İW^P^ 



î;"'-'a^fedep^'b^-li(^t'6'i(ş^|^;i^ 
^^..pjiests narfitid ftı 'İ*Mir£^İ- 




-% ijeeasiiâ- 5 öf :a \ 



r^-.jTKe-: eriür.ch. tiaS argu'ed .fnât ; ' -added^I^^^İİl^ 
'ıth^s are'co^jjidentıal atıpl prd- son, arrd r dfd not rholpst tymZ->, t > n;ıedıât ^ plftcecl Ori administı a 
leetel tem dısrto-5ure hy law Siröılaıl», Manütl^aii^tıea of tıvelşaveunEıltfnııı^uu-yıscom 

. IS^MSİnŞ|£p||^|Şİfe^i}şft. İ 
;-#ıat.'tİ'fcr'e is ; sû&fönt;|)wderıöe ' 
r «e?s|0j^™*^^ '-^ ..■■■■■■^ft.» 

İîıe pnestö stiîl İh activö.ırıbV 
i^ti^/are'arfıphg •aböut 2Çİ0 ios 

,Aııgelos-area.elenes nfirnedin arı. ; ^tiörı&s'ix"hwVnths- 

Hiy"alanche.o0it%ation'i^ lieved feimttls acet 

.. : <-i-' : İ'he İavVsİMfîs jftt're ılliid after "loöklng for/HH)tıeS%îpt' 4 

' gaiifPKhitfiiile^'tpı; diH! yeşıriiıe i,cereİ^cöjiÇıs;etftae.* 

■.'•'.'."•<.• . > ı: . . s : » : - 1 u -. o ' t. >,'• -Avı <>c . persoıı'."- ' ; '' / .' ; ;''' ,; >.'''>.': . ; :' , ' :: X : ' . iha'hd'V'! •• W? be ;Ye;fy.şen- 




:.:;S.tafc.uie of liHÜtatipös./fef-/ oldfef 
;İ!îa,ses şexu^i'abuKe ; ihyiMıi; 



iîi.r;..i-! 



- ; 'sitiv6'jo.'thb'-vlü^ !: . . ,. 

ferent^eviüpnc.e,"'. ' 
t:bi?:pr&vr.rteöln:l to renıove- a 
: pr.u\st fnnn-.TOiriisriry tırider tlıe . 
I refprmadpölcy^ ' '• '. 
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•', .-"it ati. jhangs on wlıat's crfed.-. 
■ ibie evidetiGe, aridtbatfsjip' 
;.4eŞipjetatlqft,''' ■ §aiâ, : '.^hitip . 
;AH:hprrias 'J.; Heese, , editpr-.of -fine. 
e ' yveekly s . "' îiiagâzihe. 



r4il6Mfje|üi;:Soîîie diöceşeş, Nejy? ; 
Örîeans, tbınexarnple, follow in-. 
vestig^tivş--pro!3edwe$ şjşiiartp 

jnt:İıtİhg t,fel)ipeesp 0ff0|anjj$;,; 

; eüşe d ' pf§§ W ?aö ; î|.iK^i^l|Şk®lv : 

:)?l.Ğ;Gd.- Sihtaar :p6Ucıeş 
:ibrcii:ih-Spâttİe; PİtfcsHır(|hç|nd; 
J .afayftt*. i : 4. . .'•'..föf^i^ ; „it 
•I'hfi'i I.ös > Ang<^Ç^te{ı|i()^ 
cese'ş decjsıon to lse.ep -accUSed 
jinelS 'M; jfflDtet^-f^^p^^< 1 : 
ther âtram on' the ; aij;c4(ly deri--; 
hıppious , reİatidûşîıi|//böWfe|^. 

• ghfechunik hierüTöiiy dödMİcgo^ ; 

t ' .': "I'Wouldn'x traşt 'tho ;(itı'üi;aı' 
'' iüyös%£te â!iyüiiriff,";süid:^a' ■ 
thcr. Tlıornâs V. Bpyle, Avftp iöo^ 
wröte arcporttp u;s/pfil:6îJİJ : i'h. 
. İÖ85 \vartıing pf prpblepış şMii 
«abuşive. pijests/^EYoin. hîstpry, i 
we'di knoW it's self-'seryinğ. $hey j 
'jşfibyldlı't^ be'- ; investigattog; 
. şpineqp,e £lKn4d be ^yesti^atiMg;. ' 
Kheıiı.f : :'" V*. • 

'■. - ^i^&S ! ;gay§eat^s ; ^flM^a' '; 

■ lâ\vsuit shpuld prbyiüe\pâöiii||i 
evidcnce tö . justil'y placipgV'a 
priesfcorileâye. Caliîornia law re- 
guiros an independent theraptet 
to-dttest'to the ıheıitşof a-plain- 
ti&s âllegatîoms before a seiü.ai 
abuse laWsult can be flied. After 

■i'-siüfcr 'İıas paeıit- eblough'- tOi.j^i-pf • 

■ cİ§d.: \ ■ "% ';: '':'.f 

. '"Qrie mûst' cpnviriec;b6th;;4ri j 

• ..attOfıifey .^d;a:-tHe^pist;'ibetö^: '. 

İteîwprk för-'Tfibse-s'Â&ised :by '•' 
..feriesti. (ŞTŞkH^Sm&. c()0 

• tegüe thât:oh\lf çlı :6ffi6iâls'Qyp|ıt • 

■ tp:: give ^İffl^\^lg^; ; alŞ v |fe!; : ' 

dehce. tp. ; - ;an • aHögati|ph \thtı^ is , 

' bvof opö tbat'S'priyâtöİy preşeht-. ., 
/'te#aria'chui'qİi'öfB.Heiv." f-'' 



'"Ghüfeh öhİöiâ!sdQnt,pelie'vc; 
the, viPrims,- the poliçe, ınonta!'; 
healtlî ptöfeşsipMls and 
judgiysj" . s[ii(l .Mary (-irant,. n;- " 
v .^dh^,^ec|bl ;; <^,üaeVgröî^ijj 
, d'oii'Ş- belieyı; churclı d'niciaisiare 



irfa ditaniTOa'; They kno\v exactly ; ' 
. svhâ't'ihey, are doingi%stonewaIl- 
' mgahcîprotectingpifleşts.."''. 

.' But pthers said. öıât'^tfiout 
t hkFd' evirence, placliıg-a prieşt 
on adin^tratiye.jeave wais.flm-'' 
damoıitaily uöfairand catüd lead ' 
■ totetchhünts'.' ■ • 

D()ap}MĞ:" • ■ preşid^t : i pî ■ ftii 
Ö0MM§ I.eagüe * : M":$îiûjgipuâ-. 
• . apd.a%RigBts,-âlcoiis%aMe 
r gröMp'., wi(;h; .3H0,()OO- -nıMb(!rş.. 
"Busiipps. prötedt thntaSfifeeş' 

' pe^Şfe.vpfilie Vâocü^ed #re|fjs^ 
. Tteyyın! selHng tlıem dQ\în tbs 
riyefl ■ ■ \i h ''•'-''■"•'•/•/' 

çıâÜ'.iî?^;^te ik.$li>s Angeles 
/^ÖftfeştfİMi^fil, sald ; as'üı^ 

Seaİ^ttdS;öf4S%ö.^Mtliput. 
.. corrpböratîifig ' evidenc!: , , 

şhö'uldri't be ehöugh 'tp -put :a- 
. «lerj^nîarttpfi İeayp; \ " '■ ; '. 

•arp, a Cuıpıi.t risk to apyhody, so ' 
•ünlpss tbpie is rtiore tbit, cRerc'ş 

: stili accrtijlliı prasumptioii [of iu- 
npcencg] . i4'y|iş%^l^^>f>'Bie 

. -şöld.; Steie^^^pşii^l^jte-'. 
quired psyph|lpgi^$epörts,^re . 
flled;unfter : ^|^^pp^^ijfier 
the - afc^s^^|)^^^^^s 

•• Spme pf; tîiö^an&oü.nije;^ehXs 
Te>öh;iö^bei^İj^^'çE#^f%ed 
pnests, last #eelçehii-ipplu^^ 
ftıost dotaltedi '$ixpfö'na5lö;ıs ; ! -ot 
the ı.abusö. allegaöphs^aîefö by- 

'• 'ttbalf.tbe'B^ses^BaaÖ^piprs 
: -yî'.iere-toÎLîl- lîllatijtlı^.cii^^ffltoeejşgî'^ 
; .<İaergj,' • İMi^öpnd^Bİt^^Sİgİlt- 
jtgö^P^hîch coiişistş :|^^lgy- 
i'^pppfe'ând ;twti othersl«iılypKti- 



■ . t%U t Jlöard ■ didy npfi, recŞriilrİend v 
İMafethe-âecüsşts b ! e. ; pİ4i?ed;;pb 
'■ acitn^s^ativpfeayejf^~şş>;î''' 
' , - Irı a fe^ : caseî(i föi* ijıstaııce, 
•". tlip aşchdidcesp. s'aid ; -it- ngsibfeö 
uhtıble tp iöte^eW%'g5aâeı^pf' 

, kirid öf detail . no-nded ' fpP;the 
-,' ^phdiöceŞej'to.'eppduot' a 

Jgmeşt' ibi prelB'ntıafttfea^ö^ye 
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LES TIMES 



Priests accused of abuse in lawsmts 



Tlıesc lt) Roman Çatholıc pneşts werç-accuî!cd;0f sextaaj abusş.m civil lawsuits flled lastyear Tlie 
ArchdıoçeseofLoâA^geles^ 




Mıehael J. Carroll. pastor. Sari 
•Lorenzo Ruız Churoh. Wa(nıit 

Accused af mölesfıng'a teenage 
gırl frorçı 1967 71atSt Ankelm 
Parısh ın Los Angeles- 
Hs denıed thcallcgatıon.Ths • ■ 
eiergy Mıssonduct- Oversiğht 
•Board'öf the'Refrıan Cathglic 
Afchdideepe of Los Angeles 
recgrnmended'he femam Ih fhe : ■ 
.mınıstry.- < ■>:.. 



mm 



Sean Cronırt, associj^J&itör,..' 
Our Lady of LourdeiMhİîrch,' "' 
Northcıdge t * " 

-AecuVed Qff^}l«atı^M».S^^ l : " 
Chıldren betyveep İ9V2 artd 1980 
;■ wlıı-eat Öt: GeneKt^ftŞfUlife^ 
Panorarna Çıtyand Ştfjyifftjlâ'v/'- 
: Parısh I n Santa NJşnrca, 
iM.e denıed the-attigatferis: 1jr|e^ V. > 
bûartf recammefıded hfi remaıri ın 
y?p:e.tıamgfurthBf.ınvestigation- 

EdWard Dober pastor Our Lady 
of the Rosary Clnırch, Paramöunt 

. Aecys.edJöf fohdlmg %böy kt 
- Sügen-ofthMrigels-Juhjpf* ı ' ■ . >■ : 
:Sertii,maı=yrih'Log Angö|bsjh'19&Ö : '/ 
and 1991. . - ..' İ;':'' ; 3Ji ! feî 
• He denıed the ajlsgatis^tW#.% 
boaçdîouHd no epti^0i^$ 
mısconduıt Parısh^j^S^v."- 
told Dober had the archdıocese'ş* 
Sûnfıdertce, 




Msgr. Rıchard A, LoorviiSj pastor, \ 
Şts; Felıcıtds and Nfpetuâ 
Churctt San ftaf ih.V; : 'f* > '* " > 
Acpusedöf.raplş!ş'ti;ö'g|,b > b^ ■ 

taught at a tos Aflgeİes^ajiea i s • 
Çatholıc hıgh sclVşöl. ', '■■■</. İ^. ' 
: He. denıed the aifögatioii.^e''^'. 
, board 1ounÛ:''n6 { ^ıi^0Şf^iŞSti^. 

tous ParfsbwpesweretQWthat 
Loomıs had the archdi(Jcese s go^pf^ cönf|denee 

i r vi VsV 1 



life ' J 



Angeles F »îtK^, 
Accü edoffoRd^pl^tt^pl- ■ 
C|ue&ıfbf the ^rtf efsPâîoftî-'tîl 
fe^ınB^ınl4«||«|g|| 4 . .' 
andl99-; r İm%$mSm& : ' 
T^e^enfed th^a'tİfif||SSt|İİ#e ; 
board föüpd rıö^j^ggry '■/ 
. mı.sçondlıcîv:' Parishıo'n&m'fer 
told Martını had the archdıooese 4 oo^rpletİ 
confıdence." ■ . ■ . ■ -t. a 




Waftet Ferna^dö.âifoSfâte-' V 
pastp^A ÜrhptibnDftfte „ 
Blessdd Vırgın .MaifylfehıfrbHvA '/ 
Pasadena ■([ '•^^M'ffe 
Acc'Used, of tııoleMft^feipi^nt 
1981 at St Hıla^.l^^#j|$^': 
Rıvera 

ıncrımınating |%erngn'f dur ıng a 
taped tonvers'sıtlon vvıth fhe alleged Vıctrrtl The fjoard 
^ecommended he remaın ınpartslı rrııhlâtry and*" 
ötated ıt had msuffıcıerti m$tifeğ$fâ th^stıg|teî ^ 





ınf6rmât!f>n currently avaılaole.' 



James M* Foı tj pastor Saa 
Roque,Churth Sanfa Barbara 

Accüşed nıolestıng Iteerta^eî- 
■ from ahoııt 1968 t'ö.1971 at an t 
unspeçıfıedpanshMjthecityof * 
Oüîıngâ:: r:i}/;Pvf f"T 
We^enied-trte,alregat]pn-.'.f he* -* ' ^ 
^ardjföıjndjt^as -''nöt '■ .'-.ı 
.appropr^torlö.pjaco'hiıifion n < 




1 further ınvestıgatıon 



Samuel Orellana assocıate 
pastor, Presentatum of^Vliry 
Church Los Angeles , > 
Accused of-mısGöfîduotıp Î987 at 
SagradoCferazönParrshİn 
Compton / 
He denıed the allegatıbrv andsârd 
he duipo^rtı^h.eî-İhe^BcuM 
The board r|con^iirTended İte 
remaın m Ih - " 





Msgr Patrıck Rfeilly, pastof 
emerıtus, St Roberl Bellarmıne 
Churth Burbank ' 

Atfc|s^%st4 

H^rSfsSj 

ı Ur »f f) K 
j- "ı*f, — ^ %y 

Msgr Manuel Sanch&^-p^tor 
emerıtüs $acred Hetrf Ğhurch 
Pbtnoha ^ 

ANpsed ofta^e'stıslg a fcMd ın 
1981 iftfırle 1 pastdr at- Öfcnlj ^eart 
ParıgıriPgkps j , 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 

January 31 - February 1, 2004 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I aın REDACTED f §t. Josephthe Worlcer Parish and a Dean here in the San 

Femando Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lawsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These fılings are public records, available to the 
.media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

Youprobably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the Cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news reports. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972 - 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come fonvard to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuits, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lav/suits or with any mhıor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recornmendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minör, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lavvsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. Ali people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously ~ precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After ali, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek ali 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved ~ people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 

January 31 - February 1, 2004 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am REDACTED of St. Clare Parish and a Dean here in the San Fernando 

Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lavvsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These filings are public records, available tö the 
media and to any other person who wish.es to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lavvsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972 - 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come fonvard to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit mitten responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that vvould enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minör. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
suffıcient credible evidence to justify placing Hm on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minör, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. Ali people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously ~ precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After ali, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek ali 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved — people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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CMOB-067-01 - Sean Cronin 



Current Assoc. Pastor 
Anglo, Age 60, ordained 1973. 



09/23/99 Yellovv handvvritten memo in file (?) regarding Fr.'s drinking, consulting 
Bishop Satoris who vvanted it referred to V/C. 

09/21/99 Interoffice memo frorrREDACTED [Marymount] re complaint 

about REDACTED a sophomore, recejved a phone cali from Fr. last 

week at 1 1 :00 p.m. stating he heard that was depressed and 

REDACTED . f REDACTED - , , , . 

vvantec to know that he loved hım. felt his expressıon of love 
was inappropriate, thought Fr. had been drinking and is going to resign as 
asst. chaplain to put distance betvveen himself and Fr. 

Undated handvvritten note cards in the file (Msgr. Loomis as V/C) listing 2- 
3 names of students, uncomfortable comments from Fr. 

10/06/9c REDACTED 



10/07/9£ REDA CTED 



10/07/9S 



1 
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10/11/99 



10/14/99 



Print out from the internet re ;REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACT REDACTED REDACTED 



10/19/99 



10/22/99 

10/25/99 REDACTED 
10/26/99 

10/27/99 



10/29/99 Memo to Cardinal from V/C advising him that Fr. has retained a civil atty. 

After consultation, V/C suggests that the Cardinal send the attached Itr to 
Fr. re canonical supervision and car, and asking for a meetirıg. 

10/29/99 Ltr. from Cardinal to Fr. requesting he come in for an appointment. 
11/5/99 REDACTED 
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REDACTED 



11/5/99 



11/8/99 
11/9/99 

11/10/99 
11/17/99 

11/20/99 

12/2/99 
12/6/99 
01/07/00 



Copyof lengthy ItrfromREDACTED ta REDACTED Fr.'s atty, 
acknovvledging receipt of REDACTED ltrs of 10/22 and 1 1/1/99 - has been 
out of the country. Explains why V/C is in contact with Fr. (authorized 
under canon law), explains the povver of re-assignment, church practice. 
Responded to 5 points in atty's Itr re: demand for vvritten statement and 
documents, psychiatric evaluation of medication, unfounded allegation of 
alcohol abuse, pressures brought to bear on Fr. by V/C and i ? r |d949 ted 
redacted and reassignment. 



Memo to V/C from REDACTED 
on 11/22/99. 



re appointment betvveen Cardinal and Fr. 



Notes from V/C on meeting with REDACTED re iating to visit by one of 
the college trusteesREDACTED supporting Fr. who had a copy of 
letter sent to Fr. outlining the five steps. 

Handvvritten letter of encouragement from Cardinal to Fr. 

Memo to Cardinal from V/C recapping the situation in preparation for 
Cardinal's meeting with Fr. on 1 1/22. 

Letter to Cardinal fromREDACTED Fr.'s doctor for ten years, 

explaininq his relationship, his supportof Fr. and Fr.'s medical conditions 
REDACTED 

Ltr fron-REDACTED re conversation W jt r REDACTED 

He has not been bothered by Fr. 

REDACTED REDACTED 

Ltrfrorr. . . _ to Fr. as follovv up to meeting vvitl 
him the name and address ofREDACTED as a therapist. 

R E D ACTE l REDACTED REDACTED 



and giving 



01/07/00 



REDACTED 



2/10/00 



REDACTED 



2/14/00 



6/15/00 



REDACTED 



6/29/00 



7/7/00 
09/22/00 
12/28/00 
02/21/01 



7/30/01 

01/16/02 

03/08/02 



01/07/03 Memo to file from V/C (Cox) re phone cali to Fr. from V/C advising him 
that his name appeared on a list among group of alleged perpetrators of 
sexual misconduct with minors prepared by attys - sketchy information 
points to allegations related to is time at St. Genevîeve's from 1973-75 - 
first aşsignment. Fr. denied allegations. 

1 0/2003 Copy of pages relating to Fr. from a list supplied by plaintiff s attorneys of 
alleged perpetrators of minör abuse: 

RFDArTFD 

- St. Genevieve's 1968-77: Several times över the years in 
priest's chambers and at minor's parents home, vvould have minör take 
dovvn his pants and Fr. took down his pants and ejaculated on minör; 
when minör was 17 yrs., vvhile his girlfriend waited outside, Fr. ejaculated 
on him. At St. Monica's, oral copulation and Fr. masturbated him, 
simulated intercourse över minor's clothes. 



xi=uau ı tu . st. Monica's 1979-82: Numerous times, Fr. 
provîded alcohol, drugs & cigarettes; sexual talk, homosexual porno 



movie, grooming behavior (dinners), hugging in sexual manner, kissing 
on the check and French kissing. 



CMOB-067-01: 



"College Chaplain" - Analo. assoc. Dastor. aae 60. ordaineri 
1973. REDACTED 
REDACTED 



REDACTED 
men.KtUAÜ I hU 

REDACTED 



/. Theraov was offemd tn vnı ınq 



İn Jan.2003 when Fr. X 
appeared on attorney listof alleged perpetrators of minors with 
sketchy information; Fr. denied any misconduct. İn Oct. 2003 a 
revised üst included descriptions of allegations of serious abusive 
behavior with two minör boys, one alleging abuse from 1968-77 & 
the otherfrom 1979-82. Investigation just initiated. No action 
taken as yet. 



Additions to file: 



11/12/03 



11/17/03 



12/01/03 

12/03/03 
12/02/03 



12/03/03 



LtrtoV/C from REDACTED at St. Genevieve's in response to V/C's 
request for information and explainıng her search for records and 
enclosing documents. 



Ltr.to 



REDACTED 



from V/C thanking her for the documents. 



c REDACTED 



Documents: Cert. of Baptism of ' ^ 1960; School registration 
olREDACTED 1 976; Sacrament First Holy CommuniorREDACTED 
1968; Confirmation Certificate REDACTED l974. [These are the two names 
listed on the atty's list of plaintiffs - minör abuse.] 

Ltr to V/C from REDACTED on behalf of Fr. and that Fr. denies misconduct 
and requesting a copy of his file. 

Ltr tc REDACTED from V/C acknovvledging letter and enclosing copy of file. 

Handvvritten ltr to V/C from Fr. advising him of his meeting witl REDACTED 
and that a letter is being sent to V/C on his behalf. "I have no choice but 
to ask the Board not to act on this matter until further information is 
available and a proper response can be formulated. I categorically deny 
these allegations." 

Ltr to Fr. from V/C thanking him for the letter and acknovvledging receipt 

of REDACTED ^T. 



CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED 
USTVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
ATTORNEY-CLffiNT WORK PRODUCT 



SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

in October 2003 the Archdiocese was notified through proper channels that 
lawsuits were fıled against the Archdiocese byREDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minör student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pomography 
and engaged in ldssing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

REDACTED 

Upon receipt of the above information, was identified throueh a 

limited background investigation. On April 16, 2004 : REDACTED 
was interviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 
Beverly Hills, CA, by eanonical investigatorREDACTED At that time 
he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started strictly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship became what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseling sessions. Later in these evening 
sessions he would provide REDACTED more alcohol, engage in sexual 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and fmally on the mouth, while holding 

REDACTED . gazing into his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronin requested to vie'vREDACTED genitals 
at which time REDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

REDACTED states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recently. Three persons whose names were provided ^y REDACTED were 
interviewed and confirmed only that REDACTED was counseled by Cronin at 
Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica's recalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

redacted background data and the five-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 



RCALÂ001982 



Synopsis- Father Sean Cronin 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was alsonotifiedtha REDACTED fıleda 
lawsuit charging fhat when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church, A background investigation lirnited only to identifying 
him was conducted 0I1 re dacted w j 1 | c j 1 j s CO ntained in Cronin' s file. In 
March 2004, REDACTED attorney, who is alsc REDA CTED attorney, informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would mak KtUAO ' available for 
intervievv; however, after numerous additional requests has not done so. 
One priest at Saint Genevieve's Church was interviewed in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 
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MEMORANDUM 



From 



To: 



REDACTED 

: Mousiguor Rîchard Loomis 




REDACTED 



Dates June 18, 2002 

Re? Special SAAB Meeting 

The SAAB Board has a special meeting tomorrovv. The <Final Dıaft> of the "Chaîter" is 
being copied for the meeting. 

Also, the Cardinal would lifce the Board to review the attached matemi and make 
comments ot suggestions. The Province (a group of dioceses loosely associated vvith the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles) is îooking at a review process to assure cotnpliance vvith the 
national Norms, once they are approved by Rome, 

• The memo to the bishops of the Province of Los Angeles 

• The proposed Norms the bishops of the USA are sertdrâg to Rome 

• The provineialıeview process for the Province of Saînt Paul & Minııeapolis 

R E D ACTE D dil make copies for the members. 
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A«h4!«eîe of Los Angeles 



Office of 

»ıcAreftbishop 

(113)637-7188 



34Z4 

Vıllshirc 

Boufeuard 



Calîföıniit 
90010-1241 



Juae 17, 2002 



To: 



From: 



Subject: 



Bishop Sylvcster Ryan 
Bîshop John Steinfoock 
Bishop Tod Brown 
Bishop Gerald Barnes 
Bishop Robert Brom 

Cardinal Roger M&hony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 



Frovîncîal Aceountability for the new Charter to Protect Chîldren and 
Young People 




Now that we ha ve successfully completed the work on the Charter and the Norms to Protect young people in 
the Church, I am wrîting to invite you to collaborate at the Provincial level to make certaiD that our 
aceountability system is in place and at ;vork beginning this fail. 

I wa$ quite impressed with the provincial process adopted by the Metropolitan Provînce of Sl Paul in 
Miıuıeapolis, and I would recoramend that we use that particular model as our startiug poinL 1 1 hinle our best 
approach wouId be to invite mernbers from our various Diocesau elergy abuse and roisconduet review boards 
to come together and to help shape the aceountability system for our own Metropolitan Provjnce- The work 
which we dîd to set up review teams for fînancial purposes wül serve us as a good esaraple and model as 
welL 

Secondly, you will note that Article 6 in the Norms requires us to have an appellate review board wjthüı the 
Metropolitan Province. I would recommend that the same group that helps us develop the aceountability 
process also assist us with the review board. We would probably need to add a couple of canon lawyers to 
help with the appellate part of the process . 

My recommendation is that we allow our various review boards soıne time during the summer to review the 
Charter and the Norms, and to help bring each Diocesan policy into conformlty with what we have adopted 
nationally. ■ 

Sometime in September, we coutd then move fonvard with the provincial aceountability and appellate work 

Thanks so very much for your wilüngness to work together on such an important task. 

cc: Bishop Edward Çlark Bishop Gabino Zavala 

Bishop Thomas Curry Bishop Jaime Soto 

Bishop Joseph Sartoris Bishop Denıûs O'Neil 

Bishop Gerald Wilkerson Bishop Gilbert Chavez 
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USCCBHomıt WiwfsHam Oopartmont» Bibi* Biaölngî PubJlcaalans 3!tbû|»S üı'ac&töe S*«reb 

fmtmm'- United States Conference ûfCatholtc Bishops 

■^Hüf* UlMTTED STATE3 GONFERENCE OF CATHOJ-IC BlSHOFS 
t 

Copyright © 2002 United States Conference of Cathotic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 20017. 
This statemçnt may be reproduced and publicfy dîstributedfor purposes of criticism, 
comment, news reporüng, teaching, schalarship, or research onfy. 



Approved by USCCB on June 14, 2002, for recognitio by the Ifoly See, 

Essential Norras for Dioeesaıı/Eparchial 
Policies Dealing with Allegations 
of Sexual Abuse of Minors 

by Priests, Deacons, 
or Other Church Personnel 

Preamble 

On June 14, 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops approved a Charterfor 
the Protection of CMldren and Young People. The charter addresaea the Chmch's 
commitment to deal appropriately and effectively wîth cases of sexual abuse of minors by 
priests, deacons, and other church personnel (î.e., employees and volunteers), The bishops 
of the United States have prornised to reach ont to those who have been sexoally abused as 
minors by anyone serving the Church in rninistry, employrnent, or a volunteer position, 
vvhether the sexual abuse was recent or oceurred many years ago. They stated that they 
would be as open as possible with the people inparishes and comnmnities about instances 
of sexual abuse of minors, wîth respect ahvays for the privacy and the reptııarloa of the 
individuals involved. They have committed themselves to the pastoral and spiritual care and 
emotional well-being of those who have been sexually abused and of their families. 

In addition, the bîüshops will work with parents» civîl authorities, educators, and various 
orgarâzations in the comınunîty to raake and maintaîn the safest environment for minors. In 
the satne way, the bishops have pledged to evaluate the baclçground of serninary apph'cants 
as well as ali church personnel, who have responsibility for the care and supervisîon of 
ehildren and young people. 

Therefore, to ensure that each diocese/eparchy in the United States of America wîll have 
pröeedures in place to respond promptly to ali allegations of sexual abuşe of minors, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops decrees these norms for dioeesan/eparçhial 
poücieş dealing with allegations of sexnal abuse of minors by priests, deacons, or other 
church personnel. 



hrtp://www.usocb,org/bishops/norras.htaı 671 672002 
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Norms 

1 . These noıms, stfter approval by the Apostolic See, constitute particular law for ali the 
dioceses/eparchiea of the United States of America. Two years after recognitio has 
been received, these norms will be evaluated. 

2. Each dîoccse/eparchy will have a written policy on the sexual abuse of mînors by 
priestSj deacons, or other church personnel. A copy of this policy will be fîled with 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops within three months of the effective 
date of these noıms. Copîes of any eventual revisions of the wjrittem 
diocesan/eparchial policy are also to be fîled with the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops wîthin thrcc months of suca modifications. 

3. Each diocese/eparchy will designate a competent assistance coordinator to aid in the 
immediate pastoral care of persons who claim to have been sexually abused when 
they were minors by priests, deacons, or other church personnel. 

4. To assist the diocesan/eparchial bishop in his work, each diocese/eparchy wjl] have a 
review board whose functions inolude 

A. The assessment of allegations of sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, 
and other church personnel in order to advise the diocesan/eparchial bishop on 
whether or not the allegations appear to be credible; the assessment will be 
communicated'to the victim and accused; the board can act both retrospectively 
and prospcctively on these mattcrs; 

B. The review of the diocesan/eparchial policy and pracedures for dealing -vviîh 
these allegations at Ieast every two years in order to recommend to the 
diocesan/eparchial bishop any modifications, if appropriate; and 

C. The recoTrımendation concerning fîtaess for ministry in particular cases. 

5. The review board, established by the diocesan/eparchial bishop, will be composed of 
at least fîve persons of outstanding integrity and good judgrnent, The majority of the 
revjew board members will be lay persons who are not in tha eraploy of the 
diocese/eparchy; but at Ieast one member should be a priest, and at least one member 
should have particular expertise in the treatment of the sexual abuse of minors. The 
members will be appoînted for a term of fîve years, whioh can be renewed. 

6. Each province will establish an appellate revjew board, to be composed of at least 
fîve persons of outstanding integrity and good judgrnent. The majority of the 
members will be lay persons; but at least one member should be a bishop, and at least 
one member should be a canon lawyer. The appellate revjçvvboard's function will be 
to ofTer — upon request by the bishop, the alleged victim, or the accused— its advice to 
the diocesan/eparchial bishop on the case (cf. norm 4A). The request must be made 

- - within fîfteen (f5) "days after the alleged victim or the accused has been notifıed of 
the assessment of the icjitjal review board. Withm sixty (60) days of its receiving the 
reqne$t, the appellate revîevv board'ş advice wül be eommunîcated to those involved. 

7. When a credibîe allegation of sexual abuse of a minör by priests, deacons, or other 
church personnel is made, the alleged offender will be rclîeved of any ecclesiastical 
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ministry or function. An investigatioa in harmony with canon law wiü promptly 
commencc. The accused will be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil and 
canonical counsel and wiU be promptly notified of the preliroiaary findings of the 
investigation. 

8. If the credible aUegation of sexual abuse of a minör involves a priest or deacon, the 
ordinary/hierarch will ask Hm to undergo appropriate naedîcal and psychologîcal 
evaluation and intervention, if possible. 

9. Where sexual abuse by a priest or deacon is admitted or is established after an 
appropriate investigation in acçord with canon law, the foIlowİng will pertain: 

A. Diocesan/eparchîal policy wiU provide that fer even a single act of sexual abuse 
of a minör— past, present, or fbtare— the offending priest or deacon will be 
permanently removed from raüıîstıy. 

B. In eveıy case, the processes provided for in canan Iaw must be observed, and 
the various provisions of canon tew must be considered (cf. Canonical Deiicts 

. Involving Sexual Misconduct and Dismissal from the Cterical State, 1995; 
Letter from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, May 18, 2001), 
These provisions may uıelude a request by the priest or deacon for dispensarion 
from the obligations of holy oıders and the loss of the clerical state, or a request 
by his diocesan/eparchial bishop for dismissal from the clerical state even 
without the eonsent'of the priestg or deacons. For the sake of due pıûcess, the 
accused is to be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil and canonical 
counsej. VVben necessary, the dıocese/eparcby will supply çanonical counsel to 
a priest . 

C- If the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g., for 
reasons of advanced age or mfîrmity), the o ff ender is to lead a life of prayer 
and penance. He will not be permitted to celebrate Mass publicly, to v/ear 
clerical garb, or to present himself publicly as a priest. 

1 0. The diocese/eparchy will report to the public authorities any allegation (unless 
canonically privileged) of sexual abuse of a person who is currently a minör and will 
çooperate m theîr investigation. It will cooperate with public authorities about 
reporting in cases when the person alleged to have bcen abused i$ jıg longer a minör. 
In every instance, the diocese/eparchy will advise and support a person's right to 
make a report to public authorities. 

1 1 . Before a priest or deacon is proposed to another diocese/eparchy for assignment, 
transfer, or residence, if there is anythûıg in his background to indicate that be would 
be a danger to children or young people, an accurate and complete descriptîon of the 
priest's or deacon's record will be fonvarded by his ordinary/hierarch to the local 
ordinary/hierarch of his new residence. This holds even if the priest or deacon will 
only reşide in ıhe local community of an institute of consecrated life or socîety of 
apostolic life (or, in the Eastern Churches, as a monk or other religious, in a soeiety of 
common life acçording to the manner of religiûus, in a secular institute, or in another 
form of consecrated life or soeiety of apostolic life). 

12. Care wiü always be tafcen to protect the rights of ali parties involved, particularly 
http://Svvw.usccb.org/bishops/norms.htni 6/1 6/2002 
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those of the person claiming to,have been sexually abused and the person against 
whom the oharge has been made. NVhen the accusation has proved to be ünfounded, 
every step possible will be taken to restore the good name of the person falsely 
aceused. 

1 3. These nonns will become particular law after recagnitio is receîved from the Holy 
See. 



Copyright © 2002 United States Confermce of Catholic Bishops, Washington, £>.C. 20017. 
Tkis statement may be reproduced and puhîicly dîstributed for purposes of eriticim, 
comment, news reporting, teaching. seholarship or research anty. 

June 14, 2002 Copyright «? by United States Conference of Catfaolic Bishops 
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THE PROVINC1AL REVİEVV PROCESS OF THE METROPOLITAN 
PROVINCE OF ST. PAUL AND MİNNEAPOLİS 
June 16, 2002 



Amotıg the many re$pon$ibilities entrustecj to bishops as shepherds of their dioceses, wç 
recDgnize that the Clıurch asks us to preserve and repair the good order of the Church's ministry. 
We are to see to it that priests and others "correctly fulfîll the obligations proper to their state"' 
(canon 384). We are u to be watchful lest abuses creep into ecclesiastical dîscipline" (canoıı 392). 
In order to carry out our responsibilities in and for the Church, the bishops of the Prbvince of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis have wanted to find ways concretely and accomıtably to face the 
crisis surrounding eler gy abuae of roinors. We come together, voluntarily and unanimously, to 
affirm certain steps for the Catholic Church in the United States, tö seek outside assistance for us 
in the Province, and to make certain cornmitrnents about each of our own dioceses. 

As we listen to the concems of our people, we look to the useftıl suggestions made nearly a 
decade ago to a general meeting of the Catholic Bishops of the United States. On November 14, 
1994 3 the Bishops* Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse presented Restoring Trust. Volume 1 . 
in that document, the committee recommended; That conşideration be given to setting up a 
diocesan advisory body to evaluate periodicatty the effectiveness of the policy in place and to 
prûpose revisions as indicated. 

That patam of openness, transpareney and accountability is to be irnplemented in each of our 
dioceses, and the effectiveness of existing advisory bodies is to be reviewe& Furthermore, we 
propose surrounding our diocesan boards with other supports needed for Mİ effectiveness. To 
that end, we implement a review process which contains three levels for national, provincial and 
diocesan review: 

* Level I Revigvv of Principles (National) 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has clearly articulated a set of 
principles över against wbich each diocese ? s policies and procedures are to be 
measured. The principles emerge from the work of the Bishops' Ad Hoc 
Committee on Sexual Abuse, Restoring Tröst, and The Ch arter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People . 

Level II Revievv of Policy (Provincial) 

The wxitten policies and procedures of each of the dioceses of our Province will 
be reviawed and validated at the provincial level to ensure compliance with the 
principles articulated, as above. This review and validation is to be performed by 
an independent Provincial Advisory Committee assembled from the people of the 
Province of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, 

* ' Level III Review of Practîces (Diocesan) 

At the diocesan level, independent auditors are to review the processes followed. 
Such a revicw will happen on a regular basis and its results will be widely 
published. it mil ensure that each diocese implements the approved policy for 
sexual tnisconduet and the outtined procedures for identifying, reporting and 
responding to misconduet allegations. 



7 



CCI 007405 



RCALA001990 



JUN 18 2002 15:28 FR RRCHIOCESE REDACTED P ■ 08 



Page 2 

LEVEL I - Revievv of Principles (National) 



The fîrst level of the process provides accountability by articulating principles from the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Sexual Abuse of the USCCB to guide the rest of the process. Tbis Level 1 review 
is completed by the Office for Child and Youth Protection of the USCCB and by the National 
ReviewBoard. They articulate principles that: 

1 . Draw on their own expertise, the National Comınission, and exümples from omer churches. 
reügious communities, and professions, and 

2. Where appropriate, refiectthe 1992 Five Principles to Follovv in Deaiing with Accusations of 
Sexual Abııse and other documents ofthe USCCB such as Diocşsan : Pp]igî_es on Deaiing with 
Şexual.Abnse of Minors . and RaştocinR Tmst. Volume I. and The Chaıt&r for the Protection 
of Children and. Youn.g People. and 

3 . Offer guidance for procedures to ensure compliance ofthe local policies with the principles 
outlined by the USCCB, such as the procedure described beîow ûr others, and 

4. Provide for regular public accounting of compliance with the principles at the nationâl and 
diocesan levels, as well as a mechanism for updating the principles as needed. 



LEVEL II - Review of Policy (Provincial) 

The second level ofthe process provides public assurance that the policy in each diocese of the 
Provînce of Saint Paul and Minneapolis adheres to the nationâl principles and that it is reviewed 
every five years. A Provincial Advisory Committee with representatives well knovm for their 
ethical and professional leadership, will be appointed for the Province by the Archbishop of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis with the cousent ofthe majority of the suffiugan bishops, for a term of 5 
years; the first terms staggered. This gender balanced committee shall consîst of no less than ten 
members, representing a variety of professions, vocations, and those that may have been directly 
affected by sexual misconduçt or abuse. The Provincial Advisory Committee shall; 

1 . Assess the written policies and establîshed procedures of each diocese for compliance with 
the nationâl principles; and 

2. Assess the written policies and established procedures ofthe diocese for compliance with 
applicable civil lawsnı the state of origin; and 

3 . Consider additional input regarding the effectiveness of diocesan victîm advocacy programs, 
monitoring procedures, diocesan training programs, and parish comphance of diocesan 
policies gained from an advisory/revievv board in each diocese of the Province so as to make 
recommendations for improvement; and 
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4. Propose revisions as necessary to provide clarity, additional recörnmendations and/or 

changes to ensure that appropriate and realistle proeess and follow-up are available to alleged 
vietims and perpetrators; and 



5. Offer further recörnmendations to the Provincial Bishops For revisions to this proeess. 

The results of ali of the above are to be arrived at through a genumely autonamous proeess 
and are to be widely publicized. 



LEVEL III - Revlew of Practicea (Dioeesan) 



The third level of the proeess is to be carried out by an objeetive outside firm or group 
with tnembers experienced in human resource monitoring programs. Financmg for tMs 
monitoring firm or group is to be provided by each öf the dioceses in the Province. The finn or 
group secured to complate the monitoring or audit will: 

1 . Validate that the current policies and proeedures of the diocese have complied with and 
completed the review processes for Levels I and U and appropriate reports are on file: and 

1. Assess the effectiveneas of the implernentation of established policies and proeedures by the 
Bishop of each diocese and the designated dioeesan persormel charged wirh the responsibiliry 
of dealing with both allegations and cases of sexual misconduet within the diocese; and 

3. See that ptoûedüres are in place for training elergy, employees and vofunteers of dioeesan 
snd parish institutions regarding the approved wntien policies and proeedures reladng to 
sexual misconduet and that proper documentation guarantees complerion of this rrainins; and 

4. Provide a regular written report which vaiidates that the policies and proeedures in place are 
follovved appropriately, through rating indicators and evidence of corripliance. at the dioeesan 
level. This report is submitted to the Bishop of the Diocese and the Archbishop of the 
Prûvince, or in the case of the Archdiocesan review, to the senior suffragan Bishop of the 
Pro vince; and 

5. Offer an anmıal oral review of the vuritten report which documents compliance, specific 
deficienoies and findings or recommendarjons to the Bishop of the Diocese, the Vicar 
General, the Board of Consultors, the Dioeesan Presbyteral and Pastoral Councils-, and 

6. Provide a reporting instrunıent to respond to identified defiçiencies and reconnnendations, 
outlining proeess steps followed, to be compliant within three months of the date of the 
report; and 
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7. Outüne appeal procedures to be used in the event that there are disagreements regarding 
recoramendations or specific findingsj and 

8. Commuıücate results of the dîocesan audit pracess to the people of the diocese through 
the dîocesan newspaper f using an ofHcial summary statement, listing of recommendations, 
and follow-up response for compliance by the monitoring fîrm or group; and 

9- Offer recommendations for iraprovements to this process. 

Adoptioa and Implementation 

Thjs Provindal Revievv Process of the Metropolitan Province of St. Paul and Minneapolis shall 
be adopted as of July 1, 2002. The means for selecting the members of the Provincial Advisory 
Committee, and diocesan monitoring/audit firras or groups shall be determitıed by October l , 
2002, and in place by December I, 2002. The ffcst provincial review process for the Province 
shall be completed no later than October 1, 2003 and regulariy thereafter. 
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